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To the Honorable Members of the Cambridge City Council: 
 
On behalf of MIT’s School of Science, I would like to express my strongest support for the 
Institute’s proposed rezoning of Kendall Square. 
 
These are the most challenging times for research universities, in general, and MIT, in particular, 
since the Second World War.  The drastic reduction in Federal research budgets, which has already 
taken place and seems impossible to reverse, means a dramatic reduction in the numbers of graduate 
students and research staff.  This is likely to affect basic research even more than applied research, 
and one can argue that basic research is what has made Kendall Square birthplace of so many high-
tech companies.   
 
The income from MIT’s new properties in Kendall will help offset losses in government funding.  
More important, MIT’s relationships and collaborations with our partners —especially hospitals and 
companies nearby — are what will make us competitive for the smaller pot of research dollars that 
remains.  Increased research capacity in Kendall Square, and the promise of augmented 
interdisciplinary opportunity, will serve to nurture new linkages that will help to protect the future of 
science in Cambridge. 
 
I urge you to move swiftly to approve MIT’s Kendall Square zoning petition so that together we can 
keep the research in basic science on track to help address global challenges. 
 
Sincerely, 

Marc Kastner 
Dean, School of Science 
Donner Professor of Science 
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March 28, 2013 
 
To the Honorable Members of the Cambridge City Council: 
 
I am writing to thank you for your careful efforts with MIT and the community of Cambridge as you 
have worked to shape the Institute’s Kendall Square rezoning petition. 
 
The MIT Sloan School of Management community is enthusiastically supportive of the proposal and 
particularly its goals to achieve a vibrant mixed-use district.  Kendall Square is our neighborhood — 
it’s where we work, study, teach, collaborate, invent, and recreate.  The increased sense of place that 
will be achieved with the MIT proposal will enhance this remarkable environment to make it even more 
compelling and welcoming.  
 
All of Kendall Square’s citizens — our residential neighbors, employees from a wide variety of sectors, 
visitors, and the broader educational community — will benefit from the new retail, housing, 
commercial enterprise, and open space that is offered by this proposal.  With regard to the latter, we are 
particularly interested in the proposed linkages that will better connect MIT Sloan to the main MIT 
campus. 
 
We are also deeply committed to continuing to support the tremendous Kendall Square innovation 
ecosystem that is churning out new ways of thinking and doing every day.  Our Martin Trust Center for 
MIT Entrepreneurship — an interdisciplinary teaching and research center — is nurturing new ideas, 
novel approaches, and advanced technologies, while fostering continued competitiveness, and national 
and global prosperity. In that activity, the Center exemplifies the spirit and impact of most all Kendall 
Square inhabitants.  
 
On behalf of the MIT Sloan School community, I urge you to take positive action on the MIT Kendall 
Square rezoning petition now, so we may all begin the fulfilling work of making Kendall Square the 
most vital and vibrant contributor to the city of Cambridge. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
David Schmittlein 
John C Head III Dean 
MIT Sloan School of Management 
Professor of Marketing 
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