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      City of Cambridge 
 

 AGENDA ITEM NUMBER 9 

 IN CITY COUNCIL 

 JUNE 26, 2017 

 

ORDERED: That the City Council amend the petition previously submitted to the General 

Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts requesting the enactment of the 

attached substituted home rule petition entitled, AN ACT AUTHORIZING 

THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE TO USE CERTAIN LAND USED FOR PARK, 

PLAYGROUND OR RECREATION USES FOR SCHOOL PURPOSES AND 

FOR INSTALLATION OF SUBSURFACE GEOTHERMAL WELLS. 
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SITE ANALYSIS
S H E E T  1

RESTRICTIONS ON EXISTING SITE:

THE CURRENT STATE OF THE SITE’S RESTRICTIONS INCLUDE 
3 DISTINCT AREAS THAT HAVE BEEN DEFINED BY DIFFERENT 
ACTS OF THE LEGISLATURE:
		
	
			   (1)			   SCHOOL AREA
			   (2)			   PROTECTED POOL AREA
			   (3)			   PROTECTED DONNELLY FIELD SITE

-	 1893 ACT AUTHORIZED CITY TO MAINTAIN THE SITE THAT NOW 
COMPRISES THE ENTIRE PARCEL FOR PARK, PLAYGROUND OR 
RECREATIONAL USE.

-	 1955 ACT CARVED OUT THE SCHOOL AREA AND IN DOING 
SO DEFINED THE “POOL AREA” ALONG BERKSHIRE ST. & 
DONNELLY FIELD AS REMAINING FOR PARK, PLAYGROUND OR 
RECREATIONAL USE.
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DESCRIPTION OF REQUESTS / BENEFITS:

1. EXISTING POOL LOCATION

RELIEF FROM THE POOL FACILITY BOUNDARY IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE AN OPTIMAL 
LAYOUT FOR THE NEW SCHOOL WHILE IMPROVING ON THE NATURE AND LOCATION 
OF THE POOL FACILITIES. 

BENEFITS
-INCREASED OPEN POOL AND DECK SPACE
-SOUTH-FACING RECREATIONAL SPACE DIRECTLY CONNECTED TO DONNELLY FIELD
-VISIBILITY FROM BERKSHIRE STREET & DONNELLY FIELD MAKE IT SAFER FOR USERS 
AND NEIGHBORS
-MORE EFFICIENT AND OPTIMIZED FLOOR LAYOUT

2. GEOTHERMAL WELLS

PERMISSION TO BUILD GEOTHERMAL WELLS UNDERNEATH WHAT WILL BE AN 
ENTIRELY NEW LANDSCAPED PARK/RECREATION AREA IN PURSUIT OF THE 
PROJECT’S NET ZERO ENERGY GOALS. 

BENEFITS
-GEOTHERMAL WELLS DRASTICALLY IMPROVE THE ENERGY PERFORMANCE OF THE 
BUILDING 
-THE WELLS LEAVE NO VISUAL IMPACT ON THE LANDSCAPE
-A PARK AND RECREATIONAL SPACE WILL BE BUILT BACK ON TOP OF THE 
GEOTHERMAL WELL FIELD AS ANOTHER AMENITY FOR THE COMMUNITY  

3. NEW POOL LOCATION

PROPOSED NEW POOL LOCATION

BENEFITS LISTED ABOVE

2.

1.

3.
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K I N G  O P E N / C A M B R I D G E  S T R E E T  U P P E R  S C H O O L  C O M M U N I T Y  C O M P L E X L I B R A R Y  I N  T H E  PA R K

CAMBRIDGE STREET

DONNELLY FIELD

E X T END IN G DONNE LLY PA RK 
T O W A R DS  CA MBRI D G E  S TR EE T.

C R E A TI N G A  SC H OO L SE T 
WITHI N  A  PA RK

PROPOSED

THE PROPOSED PLAN PROVIDES IMPROVED USER EXPERIENCE BOTH IN TERMS OF 
FACILITIES AS WELL AS THE CONNECTION TO GREEN, LANDSCAPED OUTDOOR SPACE.

EXISTING

EXISTING POOL FACILITIES ARE SURROUNDED BY PAVEMENT AND BUILDINGS, MAKING 
THEM ISOLATED FROM THE COMMUNITY, DONNELLY FIELD AND GREENERY IN GENERAL. 

EXISTING & PROPOSED 
SITE RENDERINGS
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POOL COMPARISON

EXISTING
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10,716 SF
(61% OF PROPOSED TOTAL)

3,203 SF
(16% OF PROPOSED TOTAL)

DELTA

+573 SF

+1,568 SF

+32 SF

-1,027 SF

TOTAL POOL SITE:

POOL BUILDING:

POOL DECK:  

ENTRY/SIDEWALK: 

ISSUE DATE REVISION

EXISTING PROPOSED

EXISTING & PROPOSED 
POOL CALCULATIONS

18,459 SF

4,540 SF

+ 567 SF

+ 1,562 SF
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