
ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

COMMITTEE MEETING 

~ MINUTES ~ 

 Tuesday, November 28, 2023 12:00 PM Sullivan Chamber 

                                                                                                                                                   795 Massachusetts Avenue 

                                                                                                                                                         Cambridge, MA 02139 

City of Cambridge Page 1   

I. Call to Order 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Burhan Azeem    12:09 PM 

Dennis J. Carlone     

Alanna Mallon     

Marc C. McGovern     

Patricia Nolan     

E. Denise Simmons    12:22 PM 

Paul F. Toner    12:09 PM 

Quinton Zondervan     

Sumbul Siddiqui Remote    

 

 The Ordinance Committee will hold a public meeting on Tuesday, November 28, 2023, from 12:00 

p.m. to 2:00 p.m. to continue the discussion on an amendment to the Building Energy Use 

Disclosure Ordinance that would require new covered properties to achieve net zero by 2030. 

 

A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Ordinance Committee was held on Tuesday, 

November 28, 2023. The meeting was Called to Order at 12:00  p.m. by the Chair, Councillor 

McGovern.  Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2023 adopted by Massachusetts General Court 

and approved by the Governor, the City is authorized to use remote participation. This public 

meeting was hybrid, allowing participation in person, in the Sullivan Chamber, 2nd Floor, City 

Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA and by remote participation via Zoom. 

 

The Chair, Councillor McGovern noted that the call of the meeting was to consider  

an amendment to the Building Energy Use Disclosure Ordinance that would require new 

covered properties to achieve net zero by 2030. 

 

At the request of the Chair, City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Absent* 

Councillor Carlone –Present/In Chamber 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Present/In Chamber 

Councillor McGovern – Present/In Chamber 

Councillor Nolan – Present/In Chamber 

Councillor Simmons – Absent** 

Councillor Toner – Absent* 

Councillor Zondervan – Present/In Chamber 

Mayor Siddiqui – Present/Remote 
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Present –6, Absent – 3. Quorum established. 

*Councillor Azeem and Councillor Toner joined at 12:09 p.m. and were both remote.  

**Councillor Simmons joined at 12:22 p.m. and was remote.  

 

The Chair, Councillor McGovern recognized Councillor Zondervan, the sponsor of the 

amendment being discussed.  Councillor Zondervan offered remarks detailing the need for 

passing this amendment.  Councillor Zondervan noted that the first time this concept was 

proposed was back in 2013 when he brought it forth with Councillor Carlone. Councillor 

Zondervan highlighted that it doesn’t make sense to build new buildings using technology that 

will need to be replaced but rather new buildings should include all electric using technology that 

is available today and is economical, so they are fossil fuel free on day one.  

 

The Chair, Councillor McGovern recognized City Manager Huang, Acting City Solicitor 

Bayer, Energy Project Planner Nikhil Nadkarni, and Susanne Rasmussen CDD Director of 

Environmental and Transportation Planning.  City Manager Huang said he appreciated the 

push to move quickly on climate change and be a leader and that this is a very complex 

conversation.  Susanne Rasmussen offered remarks noting the number of meetings that have 

been held with stakeholders and their strong sense that 2030 would be a challenge and that 

requiring all electric would come at a high cost for certain types of buildings.  The Chair, 

Councillor McGovern recognized Councillor Zondervan who asked for clarification and Susanne 

Rasmussen responded.  Nikhil Nadkarni also noted that stakeholders pointed out that the 

specialized stretch code already significantly reduces fossil fuel use and raised concern around 

potential challenges and increased costs.    

The Chair, Councillor McGovern opened public comment.  The following individuals spoke, 

each being allowed up to 3 minutes. 

 

Margery Davies, 35 William Street, Cambridge, MA, Cambridge Mother’s Out Front, spoke in 

support of the proposed BEUDO amendment. 

Office for Sustainability Harvard University, spoke against the proposed amendments. 

Elena Fagotto, Cambridge, MA, Mother’s Out Front, spoke in favor of the proposed 

amendments.  

Cynthia Hibbard, 23 Ellsworth Avenue, Cambridge, MA, Mother’s Out Front, spoke in support 

of the proposed amendments. 

Sev Carney, 375A Harvard Street, Cambridge, MA, Mother’s Out Front, offered comments in 

favor of the proposed amendments. 

Beth O’Neill Maloney, 510 Kendall Street, Cambridge, MA, Kendall Square Association, 

offered comments of concern regarding BEUDO. 

Steven Miller, 92 Henry Street, Cambridge, MA, 350 Massachusetts Avenue, shared their 

support for proposed amendments to BEUDO.  

Jack Hanson, 297 College Street, spoke in support of BEUDO and positive changes to the 

environment.  

Sarah Gallop, 77 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA, MIT, urged the Council to vote 

against the proposed BEUDO amendment.  
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The Chair, Councillor McGovern made a motion to close public comment. 

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone -Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – No 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes-8, No-1.  Motion passed.   

 

The Chair, Councillor McGovern recognized Councillor Nolan who spoke in strong support of 

the BEUDO amendment. 

 

The Chair, Councillor McGovern recognized Councillor Carlone who spoke in strong support of 

the BEUDO amendment. 

 

The Chair, Councillor McGovern recognized Councillor Azeem who noted that he would not be 

supporting the BEUDO amendment. 

 

The Chair, Councillor McGovern recognized Councillor Toner who asked CDD what their 

recommendation was.  Susanne Rasmussen responded that CDD was not making a 

recommendation.  Councillor Toner indicated that he did not support the BEUDO amendment. 

 

The Chair, Councillor McGovern recognized Vice Mayor Mallon who like others noted the City 

Council has led on climate change but that she did not support this BEUDO amendment.   

 

Vice Mayor Mallon made a motion to send the proposed BEUDO amendment to the City 

Council with a negative recommendation. 

 

The Chair, Councillor McGovern offered remarks and asked questions that the City staff 

responded to.  Chair McGovern highlighted the BEUDO amendments recently passed and 

indicated that he was struggling with this new amendment.  

 

The Chair, Councillor McGovern recognized Councillor Nolan for additional comments and 

questions to which the City staff responded. 

 

The Chair, Councillor McGovern recognized Mayor Siddiqui who offered remarks noting that 

she generally agreed with Councillor Zondervan, Councillor Nolan, and Councillor Carlone.  

Mayor Siddiqui also questioned if there might be a compromise position.   

The Chair, Councillor McGovern asked CDD if the specialized stretch code had the effect of 

reducing fossil fuels by 90% and Nikhil Nadkarni responded. 
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The Chair, Councillor McGovern recognized Councillor Azeem and Councillor Carlone who 

each restated their position.   

 

The Chair, Councillor McGovern recognized Councillor Zondervan who noted that this 

amendment has been discussed for a long time and stakeholders have been involved in that 

discussion.  Councillor Zondervan restated his case for the need to pass this BEUDO amendment 

now.    

 

There being no further discussion of Vice Mayor Mallon’s motion to send the proposed 

BEUDO amendment to the City Council with a negative recommendation, Chair 

McGovern asked the Clerk to call the roll.  

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone –No 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – No 

Councillor Nolan – No 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – No 

Mayor Siddiqui – No 

Yes-4, No-5. Motion failed.  

 

The Chair, Councillor McGovern made a motion to accept the changes to the amendment 

proposed by City staff and add an effective date of January 1, 2024.   

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone -Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes-9.  Motion passed.   

 

The Chair, Councillor McGovern recognized Mayor Siddiqui who made a motion to send 

the BEUDO amendment language as amended in Committee which reads as follows to the 

City Council with no recommendation.    

 

8.67.100 EMISSION REDUCTION REQUIREMENTS 

 

(3) New Covered Properties: The Baseline for a New Covered Property shall be the average 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions of the first two calendar years following issuance of the Certificate of 
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Occupancy. New Covered Properties shall comply with the following performance requirements 

on annual basis: 

 

(a) For non-residential New Covered Properties of 100,000 Covered Square Feet or 

greater, that apply for their Building Permit prior to January 1, 2025, Greenhouse Gas 

Emissions shall not exceed 80% of the Baseline in the fourth year after the Baseline 

period or 2026, whichever is later. Thereafter, the New Covered Property shall reduce 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions in three-year Compliance Periods that achieve a linear 

reduction to zero Greenhouse Gas Emissions in 2035, except no such New Covered 

Property shall exceed zero Greenhouse Gas Emissions in 2035 and onwards.   

 

(b) For non-residential New Covered Properties of less than 100,000 Covered Square 

Feet, and residential New Covered Properties that are not fully held in Condominium or 

Cooperative ownership, that apply for their Building Permit prior to January 1, 2025,  

Greenhouse Gas Emissions shall not exceed 80% of the Baseline in the years 2030 to 

2034, 60% of the Baseline in the years 2035 to 2039, 40% of the Baseline in the years 

2040 to 2044, 20% of the Baseline in the years 2045 to 2049, and zero in 2050 and 

onwards. 

 

(c) All non-residential New Covered Properties that apply for their Building Permit on or 

after January 1, 2025, or onwards, shall reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions in one-year 

Compliance Periods that achieve a linear reduction to zero Greenhouse Gas Emissions in 

2030, except no such New Covered Property shall exceed zero Greenhouse Gas 

Emissions in 2030 and onwards. 

(d)  For purposes of this Section 8.67.100(3), the date of the Building Permit application 

shall be the date of the latest submission required to complete the application for the 

building permit for the property in question.   

The amendments to this Section 8.67.100(3) are effective as of January 1, 2024.  Completed 

building permit applications submitted prior to the effective date of the amendments to this 

Section 8.67.100(3) shall not be subject to the requirements of the amendments.  

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Absent 

Councillor Carlone -Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – No 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes-7, No-1, Absent-1. Motion passed.   

 

The Chair, Councillor McGovern recognized Councillor Nolan who made a motion to 

adjourn.  

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Absent 
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Councillor Carlone –Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes-8, Absent-1. Motion passed.  

 

Attachment:  Communications received from the public on this matter. 

 

Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and 

every City Council Committee meeting. This is a permanent record. The video for this meeting 

can be viewed at: 

https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/623?view_id=1&redirect=true&h=e4ec1fd5e3fa4

9df2d7ef768a273bf2d 

 

 
 

 A communication was received from Councillor Zondervan, transmitting a proposed amendment to 

BEUDO related to Covered Properties. 

 A communication was received from Councillor Zondervan, transmitting updated proposed BEUDO 

amendments. 

 A communication was received from Acting City Solicitor, Megan Bayer, transmitting a response 

from the Law Department regarding Council Order No. O-1, of October 2, 2023. 

 A communication was received from Nikhil Nadkarni, Energy Project Planner, transmitting a memo 

from the Community Development Department regarding proposed amendments to BEUDO. 
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