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 The Neighborhood and Long Term Planning, Public Facilities, Arts and Celebrations Committee 

will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, November 14, 2023 from 12:30p.m. - 2:30p.m. to have 

presentations and discussion on the City’s proposed Linear Park redesign, which includes widening 

of the existing pathway, its potential impact on the viability of existing trees, and additional 

planting, with input from residents/neighborhood landscape architects on their concerns and 

recommendations. 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Dennis J. Carlone     

Patricia Nolan     

Quinton Zondervan    12:34 PM 

Marc C. McGovern     

Alanna Mallon     

 

 

 
A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Neighborhood & Long-Term Planning, 
Public Facilities, Arts & Celebration Committee was held on Tuesday, November 14, 2023. The 
meeting was Called to Order at 12:30 p.m. by the Chair, Councillor Carlone.  Pursuant to 
Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2022 adopted by Massachusetts General Assembly and approved by 
the Governor, this public meeting was hybrid, allowing participation in person, in the Sullivan 
Chamber, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA and by remote 
participation via Zoom.    

 

At the request of the Chair, Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll. 

Councillor McGovern – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Absent 

Councillor Nolan – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Zondervan – Absent* 

Councillor Carlone – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Present – 3, Absent 2. Quorum established. 

*Councillor Zondervan was marked present in the Sullivan Chamber at 12:34p.m. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone offered opening remarks and noted that the call of the meeting 

was to have presentations and discussion on the City’s proposed Linear Park redesign, which 

includes widening of the existing pathway, its potential impact of the viability of existing trees, 

and additional planting, with input from residents/neighborhood landscape architects on their 

concerns and recommendations. Present at the meeting was Deputy City Manager Owen 

O’Riordan, Assistant City Manager for the Community Development Department (CDD), Iram 
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Farooq, and Commissioner of Public Works, Kathy Watkins. Also in attendance from CDD were 

Charles Creagh, Transportation Project Planner, and Gary Chan, Neighborhood Planner, as well 

as Kevin Beuttell, Supervising Landscape Architect, from the Department of Public Works 

(DPW). 

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Ruth Loetterle and Gretchen Friesinger who offered a 

presentation titled “Linear Park Presentation to the Neighborhood and Long Term  

Planning, Public Facilities, Arts and Celebrations Committee” which was provided in advance of 

the meeting and included in the Agenda Packet. Ruth Loetterle and Gretchen noted that although 

they were members of the Public Planting Committee, they were not attending the meeting on 

behalf of the Committee but were there representing themselves as residents of Cambridge. The 

presentation offered an overview and examples of how the City can address safety and comfort 

for all users of Linear Park, the protection and preservation of trees, minimizing impervious 

surfaces, and how to address deferred maintenance of the park.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Maggie Booz who was joining the meeting remotely 

via Zoom and spoke on behalf of the Public Planting Committee. Maggie Booz shared that the 

Committee was in favor of the Council order for preservation of the park and not widening the 

path but will wait to see the City’s proposed plans to comment further. Maggie Booz provided 

additional comments, as a citizen – not a member of the Committee, regarding trees and the 

Urban Forest Master Plan.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Deputy City Manager O’Riordan who offered opening 

remarks and shared what the City goals look like regarding Linear Park. Charles Creagh, Gary 

Chan, and Kevin Beuttell gave a presentation titled “Linear Park Redesign Project,  

Neighborhood and Long Term Planning, Public Facilities, Arts and Celebrations Committee, 

Park Design Updates” which was provided in advance of the meeting and included in the 

Agenda Packet. The presentation offered an overview of the project background, public 

engagement, project vision, park design character, key park upgrades, tree protection and 

plantings, and what the next steps are moving forward.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone opened Public Comment. Each speaker was given the 

opportunity to speak for two minutes. 

 

Amy Flax, 86 Normandy Avenue, Cambridge, MA, noted the importance for everyone to be able 

to use the path and the preservation of trees.  

 

Chris Cassa, 103 Gore Street, Cambridge, MA, offered comments in support of upgrades to 

Linear Park. 

 

Dylan Callahan, 13 Underwood Street, Cambridge, MA, offered comments and suggestions 

relative to POR 2023 #187 and noted that there are no other paths that connect to other paths of 

surrounding cities and towns. 

 

N Trivedi, 41 Magoun Street, Cambridge, MA, offered comments that were in support of the 

City’s plan regarding Linear Park. 
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Gleb Bahmutov, 19 Winslow Street, Cambridge, MA, offered comments in favor of Linear Park 

and suggested upgrades.  

 

Eppa Rixey, 126 Harvey Street, Cambridge, MA, offered comments and suggestions relative to 

upgrades to Linear Park. 

 

Tim Russell, 69 Harvey Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of having more people using the 

path and supports the City with their plan to update the path and help the trees.  

 

James Williamson, Churchill Avenue, Cambridge, MA, shared concerns about pedestrian safety 

walking through Linear Park.  

 

Nicolas Fernandez, 1 Whittemore Avenue, Cambridge, MA, offered comments about providing a 

safe means of transportation that also helps the environment.  

 

Joel Nogic, 94 Clifton Street, Cambridge, MA, offered comments in support of improvements to 

Linear Park.  

 

David Bass, 23 Norris Street, Cambridge, MA, offered comments of concerns about shared 

traffic between pedestrians and cyclists on the path and encouraged a paved pedestrian path in 

Linear Park.  

 

Heather Hoffman, 213 Hurley Street, Cambridge, MA, offered comments of concerns and 

frustrations regarding plans to Linear Park.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone made a motion to close public comment. 

On a voice vote of four members present, the motion passed unanimously.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Councillor Zondervan who noted the importance of 

only fixing what is broken regarding Linear Park and the redesign suggestions. Councillor 

Zondervan shared his support for more signage and education for people using the path and 

operating motorized vehicles. Councillor Zondervan highlighted that it is extremely important to 

keep all the trees on the path as well as adding additional trees and forestry. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Councillor Nolan who noted the importance of 

promoting the Urban Foestry Master Plan and offered comments in support of tree canopy on the 

path and how to ensure the trees are safe. Councillor Nolan had clarifying questions relative to 

proposed improvements to trees and the width of pathway. City Staff were available to share 

additional information regarding discussions between the City, consultants, and the Public 

Planting Committee. Iram Farooq shared that she and her staff recognize the frustrations from 

the public and Councillors but are sharing as much information and detail from consultants as 

possible at this time. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Councillor McGovern who offered comments that 

were in support of safety for all users of the pathway and noted that it is always a hard balance to 
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find agreement between groups of people who are coming together with proposed ideas on what 

they believe is best. Councillor McGovern asked what the plan would be for the maintenance of 

trees and keeping them alive along the path. Kathy Watkins noted that looking at the conditions 

where trees are planted is important and the goal is to provide a space where the trees will thrive. 

Councillor McGovern shared he was in favor of the City’s plan regarding the path and noted that 

anything to minimize any negative impacts to encourage more usage he is happy to support. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone made a motion to extend the meeting by fifteen minutes. 

On a voice vote of four members present, the motion passed unanimously.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone had clarifying questions regarding the City’s presentation and 

proposed updates to the Linear Park. The team from the City was available to respond and 

review their presentation with more detail, noting that they plan on getting into 100% design in 

early 2024. Councillor Carlone offered suggestions on signage and marked pathways to create a 

safer space for all users. Councillor Carlone asked for additional information regarding air 

spading, Ruth Loetterle went through the process of air spading and Kevin Beuttell shared some 

of the findings of the City arborist, both noting the challenges that will be faced during the 

process of redesign. Councillor Carlone provided additional comments that were in support of 

trees. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 

On a voice vote of four members present, the motion passed unanimously. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:48p.m. 

 

Attachments: 

Attachment A – The City Clerk’s Office received eighteen written communications from the 

public. 

 

Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and 

every City Council Committee meeting.  This is a permanent record. The video for this meeting 

can be viewed at: 

https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/614?view_id=1&redirect=true&h=d3a719715552

66f7b192e6bcf63c4eb7 
 

  

 

That the City Manager is requested to work with DPW to restore Linear Park by re-using the 

existing award-winning design, to create, publish and implement a climate resilience-based 

maintenance plan and minimize the embodied carbon of the project by re-using, wherever possible, 

the existing lamps and lamp posts. 

 A communication was received from Bill Deignan, Transportation Planner, Community 

Development Department, transmitting a presentation titled  Linear Park Redesign Project, 

Neighborhood and Long Term Planning, Public Facilities, Arts and Celebrations Committee, Park 

Design Updates. 
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 A communication was received from Ruth Loetterle from the Public Planting Committee, regarding 

Linear Park Presentation. 
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