
NEIGHBORHOOD & LONG TERM PLANNING, PUBLIC 

FACILITIES, ARTS & CELEBRATION COMMITTEE 

 

COMMITTEE MEETING 

~ MINUTES ~ 

 Tuesday, October 25, 2022 3:00 PM Sullivan Chamber 

City of Cambridge Page 1   

 The Neighborhood & Long Term Planning, Public Facilities, Arts & Celebration Committee will 

conduct a public meeting on Neighborhood Conservation District Citizen’s Petition: Historical 

Commission Proposed Response 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Dennis J. Carlone     

Patricia Nolan     

Quinton Zondervan     

Marc C. McGovern     

Alanna Mallon     

     

 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD & LONG-TERM PLANNING, 

PUBLIC FACILITIES, ARTS & CELEBRATION 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

Councillor Carlone, Chair 

Councillor Nolan 

Councillor Zondervan 

Councillor McGovern 

Vice Mayor Mallon 
 
A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Neighborhood & Long-Term Planning, 
Public Facilities, Arts & Celebration Committee was held on Wednesday, October 25, 2022. The 
meeting was Called to Order at 2:00 p.m. by the Chair, Councillor Carlone.  Pursuant to Chapter 
20 of the Acts of 2022 adopted by Massachusetts General Assembly and approved by the 
Governor, this public meeting was hybrid, allowing participation in person, in the Sullivan 
Chamber, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA and by remote 
participation via zoom.    

 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Carlone – Present 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Present 

Councillor McGovern – Present 

Councillor Nolan – Present 

Councillor Zondervan – Present 

Present – 5 Absent – 0. Quorum established. 

 

Councillor Carlone gave opening remarks and noted that the focus of the meeting was on a 

Neighborhood Conservation District Citizen’s Petition: Historical Commission Proposed 
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Response. He introduced Charles Sullivan, Executive Director of the Cambridge Historical 

Commission, and opened public comment. 

 

Justin Saif, 259 Hurley Street, Cambridge, MA stated that they had continued support for the 

Ordinance. 

Marilee Meyer, 10 Dana Street, Cambridge, MA spoke against the Petition. 

Heather Hoffman, 213 Hurley Street, Cambridge, MA spoke against the Petition. 

Loren Crowe stated that the Petition was timely and touches on two issues that are important to 

the community and the Council. 

Suzanne Blier, 5 Fuller Place, Cambridge, MA spoke in support of the changes in the Petition. 

 

Councillor Carlone introduced Charles Sullivan who spoke about the proposed Petition. They 

briefly went into detail about the memo that was sent to City Manager Yi-An Huang 

(ATTAHCMENT A). They also reviewed the proposed amendments to the Petition 

(ATTACHMENT B). 

 

Councillor Nolan noted that they appreciated the thoroughness of the memo. They questioned 

about tenants within the Historical Districts and if it should be factored into the demographics of 

the neighborhood that is being studied. Councillor Nolan was in favor of the proposed 

amendments. Charles Sullivan responded that each Conservation District is tailored to the 

conditions in the neighborhood.  

 

Councillor Zondervan thanked the Chair, Councillor Carlone and thanked Charles Sullivan. They 

fully support the amendments. Councillor Zondervan had questions regarding the impact 

Neighborhood Conservation Districts would have on proposed affordable housing projects, 

which Charles Sullivan responded. Councillor Zondervan and Charles Sullivan went into 

discussion regarding affordable housing and the Cambridge Historical Commission.  

 

Vice Mayor Mallon thanked the Chair, Councillor Carlone and Charles Sullivan. They noted that 

they agreed with Councillor Zondervan’s statements, especially the conversation around 

affordable housing. They questioned the appeals period going from twenty days to sixty days. 

Charles Sullivan responded by saying that the City Solicitor would be the person to help with the 

answer. Vice Mayor Mallon also asked for clarification from the Chair on what today’s 

discission was about. 

 

Councillor McGovern thanked the Chair, Councillor Carlone and Charles Sullivan. They 

questioned about construction compliances when new construction is being done in a Historical 

or Conservation District. Charles Sullivan responded and went into the process about how the 

Historical Commission would respond to new construction. 

 

Councillor Nolan and Councillor Zondervan had questions and comments about a ten-signature 

requirement for the petition. Nancy Glowa, City Solicitor, was available to answer questions.  

 

Councillor Zondervan made the following motion: 
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ORDERED: That the memo from Charles Sullivan regarding Comments on Citizen’s 

Petition to Amend Ch. 2.78, Article III, Neighborhood Conservation Districts and 

Landmarks and the memo from Charles Sullivan regarding the Proposed Friendly 

Amendments to Ch. 2.78, Art. III be forwarded to the full City Council with the 

recommendation to refer said memos to the Ordinance Committee for further discussion. 

 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Yes -5 No – 0. Motion passes. 

 

 

 

 

A motion to adjourn was made by The Chair, Councillor Carlone. 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Yes -5 No – 0. Motion to adjourn passed at 4:21p.m. 

Attachment A: Comments on a Citizen’s Petition to Amend Ch. 2.78, Article III, Neighborhood 

Conservation Districts and Landmarks 

 

Attachment B: Proposed Friendly Amendments to Ch. 2.78, Art. III 

 

Attachment C: Citizen’s Petition 

 

The City Clerk’s Office received 3 written communications, attachments D-F. 

 

Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and 

every City Council Committee meeting.  This is a permanent record.  

 

The video for this meeting can be viewed at: 

https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/333?view_id=1&redirect=true&h=3c2c75636a63e

d9c1a274daa49b6274f 
 

I. Discussion 

 A communication was received from Charles Sullivan, Executive Director, Historical Commission, 

transmitting CHC amendments response to petitioners and CHC friendly amendments memo. 
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