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To: Yi-An Huang, City Manager  
  
From:  Iram Farooq, Assistant City Manager for Community Development  
  
Date:  November 8, 2022  
  
Re:  Climate Resilience Zoning – draft for discussion  
 

 

The final report of the Climate Resilience Zoning Task Force was forwarded to the City 
Council for discussion at the Health and Environment Committee in spring 2022. The 
task Force included members representing a diverse range of interests and perspectives. 
Their recommendations bring together forward-thinking site and building scale ideas to 
tackle Cambridge’s anticipated climate change vulnerabilities – flooding and heat.  
 
This work should be seen in the context of the Resilient Cambridge Plan. The Plan 
includes a series of additional non-zoning recommendations and actions at the 
neighborhood, infrastructure, city, and regional scale, many of which are actively 
underway. 
 
Based on the work of the Task Force and feedback received from the committee’s 
discussion, Community Development Department, Law Department, and Department of 
Public Works staff have developed the attached draft text to translate the 
recommendations into zoning. We are sharing this draft with the City Council, Planning 
Board, and the Task Force for discussion and comment before finalizing into a zoning 
petition that may be filed for consideration and adoption.  
 
Reference materials  
Climate Resilience Zoning Task Force report: https://www.cambridgema.gov/-
/media/Files/CDD/ZoningDevel/OtherProjects/resiliencetaskforce/20220216_CRZTF_Re
port_Final.pdf 
Information on the Climate Resilience Zoning Task Force process, which includes links to 
the Plan and to the attached draft zoning text: 
https://www.cambridgema.gov/CDD/projects/Zoning/climateresiliencezoning 
Resilient Cambridge Plan: 
https://www.cambridgema.gov/Departments/CommunityDevelopment/ResilientCambri
dgePlan 
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