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MINUTES OF THE CAMBRIDGE CITY COUNCIL   
TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMITTEE  

Thursday, October 22, 2026 

 

TRANSPORTATION AND 
PUBLIC UTILITIES 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Vice Mayor Azeem, Co-Chair 
Councillor Flaherty, Co-Chair 
Councillor Nolan 
Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler 
Councillor Zusy 
 
A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Transportation and Public Utilities Committee 
was held on Thursday, October 22, 2026. The meeting was Called to Order at 12:30p.m. by the 
Co-Chair, Councillor Flaherty. Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2025 adopted by Massachusetts 
General Court and approved by the Governor, the City is authorized to use remote participation. 
This public meeting was hybrid, allowing participation in person, in the Sullivan Chamber, 2nd 
Floor, City Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA and by remote participation via 
Zoom. 
 
At the request of the Co-Chair, Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll. 
Vice Mayor Azeem – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 
Councillor Flaherty – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 
Councillor Nolan – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 
Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 
Councillor Zusy – Absent* 
Present – 4, Absent – 1. Quorum established. 
*Councillor Zusy was present in the Sullivan Chamber at 12:38p.m. 
 
Councillor Flaherty offered opening remarks and noted that the Call of the meeting was to discuss 
the emergence of autonomous vehicles and robo-taxis, such as WAYMO, and potential future 
impacts on transportation, public safety, accessibility, labor unions, and the community. Present at 
the meeting were Brook McKenna, Commissioner of Department of Transportation, Jeff Parenti, 
Assistant Commissioner for Street Management, Stephanie Groll, Assistant Commissioner for 
Transportation Planning, Stephanie McAuliffe, Assistant Commissioner for Parking Management, 
and Rachel Tanenhaus, Coordinator-ADA/Executive Director. Mayor Siddiqui and Councillor 
McGovern were also present. Panelists that were present included Bridget Quinn, Legislative 
Director for Teamsters Joint Council 10 New England, Autumn Weintraub, Executive Director for 
App Drivers Union for 32BJSEIU, Abdiaziz Samanter from the App Drivers Union, Scott Page, 
Boston Carmen’s Unions, Atu 589, and Darleen Lombos, President of the Greater Boston Labor 
Council.  
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Councillor Flaherty recognized Brook McKenna who gave a presentation related to autonomous 
vehicles and robo-taxis. The presentation was provided in advance of the meeting and included in 
the Agenda Packet.  
 
Councillor Flaherty recognized Bridget Quinn who spoke in opposition to autonomous vehicles, 
emphasizing how technology could threaten union jobs and negatively affect working families, 
neighborhoods, and public safety. Bridget Quinn pointed out that Teamsters are not opposed to 
technological advancements, but want companies, such as Waymo, to explain what new jobs may 
be created for those workers who are displaced.  Bridget Quinn questioned if Waymo’s vehicles 
are safer than human drivers, and shared information related to crashes, federal investigations, 
recalls, and incidents involving construction zones, emergency vehicles, power outages, and 
school bus stop signs. Bridget Quinn also shared concerns related to Waymo’s ability to operate in 
Massachusetts due to weather concerns, such as snow and extreme cold and heat. Bridget Quinn 
referenced a poll that indicated 78% of Massachusetts residents oppose autonomous vehicles, with 
public safety being a primary concern. 
 
Councillor Flaherty recognized Autumn Weintraub, Scott Page, Abdiaziz Samanter, and Darleen 
Lombos who offered individual statements related to autonomous vehicles and robotaxis and the 
effects and impacts on labor unions. (Attachment A) 
 
Councillor Flaherty recognized Rachel Tanenhaus who discussed both the potential benefits and 
concerns associated with autonomous vehicles, particularly for individuals with disabilities. 
Rachel Tanenhaus shared how services, such as Waymo, could provide independence for people 
who are blind or have intellectual disabilities, and also reduce discrimination that is experienced 
by people with disabilities. Rachel Tanenhaus pointed out that Waymo does not currently operate 
wheelchair accessible vehicles, which could limit transportation options for some users. She raised 
concerns about passenger safety, such as incorrect drop-off location and the availability of having 
human assistance. Rachel Tanenhaus emphasized the importance of autonomous vehicles being 
accessible to individuals with different disabilities and encouraged the City to consider 
accessibility along with public safety and broader equity concerns when reviewing the use of 
autonomous vehicles in Cambridge.  
 
Councillor Flaherty opened Public Comment. 
 
Mike Ortiz, 500 Broadway Street, Malden, MA, Teamster Local 25, spoke in opposition to 
autonomous vehicles and WAYMO. 
 
Prisell Polanco, 26 West Street, Boston, MA, spoke in opposition to autonomous vehicles and 
WAYMO. 
 
Councillor Flaherty recognized Councillor Nolan who shared her appreciation for professional 
drivers and emphasized the important role they play in providing transportation and assistance to 
the community. Councillor Nolan acknowledged that autonomous vehicles could have potential 
benefits in the future, but it was something she did not support at this time. Councillor Nolan 
questioned whether autonomous vehicles would increase traffic congestion and contribute to 
emissions and negatively affect public transportation or create surveillance and privacy risks. 
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Councillor Nolan raised concerns related to the potential displacement of workers and the loss of 
union jobs, adding that those losses would not only impact workers but their families, 
neighborhoods, and local businesses. Councillor Nolan emphasized that the City would need more 
research and analysis done related to the concerns and impacts. 
 
Councillor Flaherty recognized Councillor Zusy who shared her support for autonomous vehicles 
as part of the future of transportation, highlighting that with them, there is potential to reduce 
personal vehicles which could help contribute to a more sustainable city. Councillor Zusy shared 
that technology is advancing quickly and that autonomous vehicles could provide benefits for older 
adults and individuals who may not be able to drive. Councillor Zusy acknowledged the concerns 
being raised related to the potential displacement of rideshare drivers and the importance of 
protecting employment, adding that autonomous vehicles should not come at the expense of people 
losing their jobs. Councillor Zusy encouraged collaboration with labor unions to help identify ways 
to adapt to the technology while still supporting workers and the community. Councillor Zusy 
shared that for the City to move forward with autonomous vehicles there needs to be thoughtful 
planning to address impacts.  
 
Councillor Flaherty shared concerns related to the unintended consequences of the advancing 
technology and the potential impact it may have on social interactions and possibly contribute 
more to social isolation. Councillor Flaherty raised concerns related to the possible increase in 
traffic congestions and whether autonomous vehicles could respond appropriately to unexpected 
road conditions, construction, and situations that require human judgment. Councillor Flaherty 
emphasized the impact technology would have within the transportation industry and on working 
families and stressed the importance of keeping good paying union jobs. Councillor Flaherty 
shared that Cambridge should monitor State Legislation, review the current requirements for 
autonomous vehicle testing and pilot programs, before making an informed decision of any 
potential introduction of the technology to the City. 
 
Councillor Flaherty recognized Councillor Nolan who agreed that autonomous vehicles may 
become more common in the future, but the City must fully understand the potential consequences 
before moving forward. Councillor Nolan agreed with comments related to the impact on working 
people. 
 
Councillor Flaherty recognized Councillor Zusy who pointed out that 21 states currently allow 
self-driving vehicles and that autonomous vehicles will be part of the future. Councillor Zusy 
added that many of those 21 states have warmer climates and less snow than Massachusetts but 
noted it will be important to help minimize the negative impacts and recognize the positive 
benefits. Councillor Zusy added that it will be important to development appropriate regulations, 
guidelines, and criteria to ensure the technology works for the public. 
 
Councillor Flaherty offered closing remarks and shared that the City should be cautious not to 
move too quickly and that the concerns related to artificial intelligence and autonomous vehicles 
should be better understood.  
 
Councillor Flaherty recognized Councillor Zusy who made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll. 
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Vice Mayor Azeem – Absent 
Councillor Flaherty – Yes 
Councillor Nolan – Absent 
Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler – Yes 
Councillor Zusy – Yes 
Yes – 3, No – 0, Absent – 1. Motion passed. 
 
The transportation and Public Utilities Committee adjourned at approximately 2:02p.m. 
 
Attachment A – Statements from panelists (not verbatim). 
Attachment B – Communications from the public. 
 
Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and 
every City Council Committee meeting. The video for this meeting can be viewed at: 
https://cambridgema.v3.swagit.com/videos/404887 
 

https://cambridgema.v3.swagit.com/videos/404887



























