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AN ACT RELATIVE TO AMENDING CHAPTER 413 OF THE ACTS OF 1991 AUTHORIZING THE 

CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE TO AMEND CHAPTER 14.04 OF THE 
CAMBRIDGE MUNICIPAL CODE ENTITLED “FAIR HOUSING”. 

 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows: 
 

Section 1. The City Council of the City of Cambridge is hereby authorized to amend Chapter 
14.04.010 through Chapter 14.04.090 of the Cambridge Municipal Code entitled 
“Fair Housing” as follows: 
 

Sections 
 

14.04.010 Authority 
14.04.020 Powers and duties of the Cambridge Human Rights Commission 
14.04.030 Definitions 
14.04.040 Unlawful practices 
14.04.050 Complaint procedures 
14.04.060 Remedies 
14.04.070 Review of Commission’s decision; 

Enforcement of Commission’s order 
14.04.080 Consistency 
14.04.090 Severability 

 
Section 2. Title 14 - FAIR HOUSING 

 

14.04.030 Definitions. 
 

14.04.030 D In the third line add the words “relationship status, family structure,” 
after the words “sexual orientation”. 

 

14.04.030 G In the third line add the words “relationship status, family structure,” 
after the words “sexual orientation”. 

 
14.04.030 K Move the definition of “Gender identity” down to 14.04.030 L and 

replace 14.04.030 K with the following:  
 “Family structure” means a single person, or two persons, or a lawful 

consensual non-monogamous or lawful consensual multi-partner family 
structure which may include one or more parents, stepparents or legal 
guardians of a minor child or children and/or two or more consenting 
adults in a multi-partner and/or multi-parent family structure, including 
stepparents, multi-generational and/or other non-nuclear families.  

 
14.04.030 L Move the definition of “Housing set aside for, or limited to, the elderly” 
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down to 14.04.030 M and replace 14.04.030 L with the definition of 
“Gender identity” [currently located at 14.04.030 K].  

 
14.04.030 M Move the definition of “Marital status” down to 14.04.030 N and replace 

14.04.030 M with the definition of “Housing set aside for, or limited to, 
the elderly” [currently located at 14.04.030 L].  

 
14.04.030 N Move the definition of “Military status” down to 14.04.030 O and replace 

14.04.030 N with the definition of “Marital status” [currently located at 
14.04.030 M].  

 
14.04.030 O Move the definition of “Person” down to 14.04.030 P and replace 

14.04.030 O with the definition of “Military status” [currently located at 
14.04.030 N].  

 
14.04.030 P Move the definition of “Real estate transaction” down to 14.04.030 Q 

and replace 14.04.030 P with the definition of “Person” [currently located 
at 14.04.030 O].  

 
14.04.030 Q Move the definition of “Reasonable attorney’s fees and costs” down to 

14.04.030 R and replace 14.04.030 Q with the definition of “Real estate 
transaction” [currently located at 14.04.030 P].  

 
14.04.030 R Move the definition of “Religious creed” down to 14.04.030 T and replace 

14.04.030 R with the definition of “Reasonable attorney’s fees and costs” 
[currently located at 14.04.030 Q].  

 
14.04.030 S Move the definition of “Sexual orientation” down to new subsection 

14.04.030 U and replace 14.04.030 S with the following:  
 “Relationship status” means the actual or perceived involvement or lack 

thereof of an individual in a lawful, intimate personal relationship or 
relationships including but not limited to interpersonal relationships 
between two or more consenting adults that involve romantic physical or 
emotional intimacy.  

  
14.04.030 T Move the definition of “Source of income” to new subsection 14.04.030 V 

and replace 14.04.030 T with the definition of “Religious creed” [currently 
located at 14.04.030 R].  

 
14.04.030 U Add new subsection 14.04.030 U and insert the definition of “Sexual 

orientation” [currently located at 14.04.030 S].  
 
14.04.030 V Add new subsection 14.04.030 V and insert the definition of “Source of 

income” [currently located at 14.04.030 T].  
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14.04.040 Unlawful practices. 

 

14.04.040 A.1 In the fourth line add the words “relationship status, family structure,” 
after the words “sexual orientation”. 

 
14.040.040 A.1b. In the sixth line add the words “relationship status, family structure,” after 

the words “sexual orientation”. 
 
14.04.040 A.2 In the fifth line add the words “relationship status, family structure,” after 

the words “sexual orientation”. 
 
14.04.040 A.3 In the fifth line add the words “relationship status, family structure,” after 

the words “sexual orientation”. 
 
14.04.040 A.4 In the second line add the words “relationship status, family structure,” 

after the words “sexual orientation”. 
 
14.04.040 A.5 In the fourth line add the words “relationship status, family structure,” 

after the words “sexual orientation”. 
 
14.04.040 A.6 In the sixth line add the words “relationship status, family structure,” after 

the words “sexual orientation”. 
 
14.04.040 A.8 In the fourth line add the words “relationship status, family structure,” 

after the words “sexual orientation”. 
 
14.04.040 9 In the fourth line add the words “relationship status, family structure,” 

after the words “sexual orientation”. 
 
14.04.040 C.3 In the sixth line add the words “relationship status, family structure,” 

after the words “sexual orientation”. 
 
14.04.040 C.4 In the fourth line add the words “relationship status, family structure,” after 

the words “sexual orientation”. 
 
14.04.040 C.5 In the third line add the words “relationship status, family structure,” after 

the words “sexual orientation”. 
 

The City of Cambridge authorizes the General Court to make any and all such minor or incidental 
changes necessary in order to effectuate passage of this Special Legislation. 
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      City of Cambridge 
 

 

 Agenda Item Number 5 
 IN CITY COUNCIL 

 November 6, 2023 

 
ORDERED:  That the City Council go on record directing the City Clerk to file the attached 
Home Rule petition entitled: AN ACT RELATIVE TO AMENDING CHAPTER 413 OF THE 
ACTS OF 1991 AUTHORIZING THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE TO 
AMEND CHAPTER 14.04 OF THE CAMBRIDGE MUNICIPAL CODE ENTITLED “FAIR 
HOUSING”. 
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