
ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

COMMITTTEE MEETING 

~ MINUTES ~ 

 Tuesday, September 20, 2022 3:00 PM Sullivan Chamber 
                                                                                                                                                   795 Massachusetts Avenue 
                                                                                                                                                         Cambridge, MA 02139 

City of Cambridge Page 1   

 The Ordinance Committee will hold a PUBLIC HEARING on Ordinance # 2022-16, Banning 
Limited Services Pregnancy Centers.  

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 
Burhan Azeem     
Dennis J. Carlone     
Alanna Mallon     
Marc C. McGovern     
Patricia Nolan     
E. Denise Simmons     
Paul F. Toner     
Quinton Zondervan     
Sumbul Siddiqui     

 
 
A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Ordinance Committee was held on Tuesday, 
September 20, 2022. The meeting was Called to Order at 3:00 p.m. by the Chair, Councillor 
McGovern. Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2022 adopted by Massachusetts General 
Assembly and approved by the Governor, this public meeting was hybrid, allowing participation 
in person, in the Sullivan Chamber, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, 
MA and by remote participation via zoom.    
 
Chair McGovern called the meeting to order. The call of the meeting was to hold a public 
hearing on Ordinance #2022-16, Banning Limited Services Pregnancy Centers. 
 
City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll.  
Councillor Burhan Azeem – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 
Councillor Dennis J. Carlone – Absent 
Vice Mayor Alanna M. Mallon – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 
Councillor Marc C. McGovern – Present/Remote 
Councillor Patricia Nolan – Present/Remote 
Councillor E. Denise Simmons – Present/Remote 
Councillor Paul Toner – Present/Remote 
Councillor Quinton Y. Zondervan – Present/Remote 
Mayor Sumbul Siddiqui – Present/Remote 
Present-8, Absent-1. Quorum established. 
 
At the request of Chair McGovern, Clerk LeBlanc read the public hearing notice for the record.  
The Chair, Councillor McGovern, opened the public hearing.   
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The following individuals all spoke in opposition of the 
proposed legislation.  
 
Diane O’Toole, 120 Lincoln Street, Boston, MA 
Debby Dugan, 25 Hall Avenue, Watertown, MA 
Nate Bartholomew, 15 Fernald Drive, Cambridge, MA 
Colbe Mazzarella, 15 Horace Street, Somerville, MA 
John Heo, 1 Langdon Square, Cambridge, MA 
Myrna Maloney Flynn, 529 Main Street, Boston, MA 
Leslie Wood, 241 Northampton Street, Cambridge, MA 
Alexander Hughes, 10 DeWolfe Street, Cambridge, MA 
Lana Daniels, 9 Byron Street, Wakefield, MA 
Kathy Hill, 30 York Road, Mansfield, MA 
 
There being no one else wishing to speak at the public hearing, the Chair, recognized 
Councillor Toner who made a motion to close public comment.  
 
City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll.  
Councillor Burhan Azeem – Yes 
Councillor Dennis J. Carlone – Absent 
Vice Mayor Alanna M. Mallon – Yes 
Councillor Marc C. McGovern – Yes 
Councillor Patricia Nolan – Yes 
Councillor E. Denise Simmons – Yes 
Councillor Paul Toner – Yes 
Councillor Quinton Y. Zondervan – No 
Mayor Sumbul Siddiqui – Yes 
Yes-8, No-0.  Absent–1.  Motion passed. 
 
The Chair first recognized the sponsors of the legislation Vice Mayor Mallon, followed by 
Councillor Zondervan.  Both Councillors acknowledged the members of the public who offered 
comments and spoke to the need for the legislation being proposed.   
 
The Chair recognized the City Solicitor Nancy Glowa to explain her response to Council Order 
No. O-7 of 6/27/22 Re: Report on the Proposed Banning Limited Services Pregnancy Centers 
Ordinance 
and to address additional questions posed by Councillors. 
 
The Chair recognized Councillor Nolan, Councillor Toner, and Mayor Siddiqui for comments.  
The Chair, Councillor McGovern, also spoke on the matter.  
 
Vice Mayor Mallon made a motion to adopt a policy order that the City Manager be and is 
hereby requested to direct the City Solicitor to reach out to the Law Department in 
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Somerville, MA to understand the legislation passed by the Somerville City Council 
banning limited services pregnancy centers.  
 
City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll.  
Councillor Burhan Azeem – Yes 
Councillor Dennis J. Carlone – Absent 
Vice Mayor Alanna M. Mallon – Yes 
Councillor Marc C. McGovern – Yes 
Councillor Patricia Nolan – Yes 
Councillor E. Denise Simmons – Yes 
Councillor Paul Toner – Yes 
Councillor Quinton Y. Zondervan – Yes 
Mayor Sumbul Siddiqui – Yes 
Yes-8, No-0.  Absent–1.  Motion passed. 
 
Councillor Zondervan made a motion to continue the public hearing to a future date to be 
noticed in accordance with the open meeting law. 
City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll.  
Councillor Burhan Azeem – Yes 
Councillor Dennis J. Carlone – Absent 
Vice Mayor Alanna M. Mallon – Yes 
Councillor Marc C. McGovern – Yes 
Councillor Patricia Nolan – Yes 
Councillor E. Denise Simmons – Absent 
Councillor Paul Toner – Yes 
Councillor Quinton Y. Zondervan – Yes 
Mayor Sumbul Siddiqui – Yes 
Yes-8, No-0.  Absent–1.  Motion passed 
 
The Ordinance Committee adjourned at approximately 4:18 p.m. 
 
Attachments:  Written testimony submitted during public comment. 
                         City Manager Response to Council Order No. O-7 of 6/27/22 Re: Report on the  
                         Proposed Banning Limited Service Pregnancy Centers Ordinance. 
                           
Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and 
every City Council Committee meeting.  This is a permanent record.  This is the link to this 
meeting: 
https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/320?view_id=1&redirect=true&h=ddfda8fe9b15f
a5baa358958688c74c4 
All meetings are “closed captioned”.  After each meeting the “closed captioned transcripts” are 
available online at: https://app.box.com/s/9qormcahynjt4pzpt1n5opixogl3q7k5 
Please note that there is no editing of these “closed captioned transcripts” and they do not 
constitute a verbatim transcript prepared by a certified transcriber.  
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Banning Limited Services Pregnancy Centers (Ordinance #2022-16) 

 A communication was received from City Solicitor Nancy E. Glowa, transmitting response to Council 
Order No. 0-7 of June 27, 2022  Re: Report on the Proposed Banning Limited Services Pregnancy 
Centers Ordinance. 
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O- 
FIRST IN COUNCIL 

September 20, 2022 
 
 

 
 
 

      City of Cambridge 
 

  

COUNCILLOR ZONDERVAN 
VICE MAYOR MALLON 
COUNCILLOR NOLAN 
MAYOR SIDDIQUI 
COUNCILLOR MCGOVERN 
 
WHEREAS: It has come to the attention of the City Council that Somerville recently banned 

limited services pregnancy centers that present themselves as providing 
pregnancy related services but instead seek to persuade people against 
having an abortion; and 

  
WHEREAS: Cambridge should join Somerville in ensuring that any such establishment 

operating within city limits with a primary purpose of providing services to 
clients who are or have reason to believe they may be pregnant, including 
mobile facilities, must either directly provide or provide referrals for abortions or 
emergency contraception; and 

  
WHEREAS: While there do not seem to be any limited services pregnancy centers 

operating in Cambridge, several exist regionally including (but not limited to) 
Downtown Boston, Brighton, Brookline, Brockton, Lawrence, Quincy, Revere, 
and Natick; now therefore be it 

  
ORDERED: That Chapter 5 of the Municipal Code be amended by inserting the following 

section: 
  
ORDERED: That the City Manager be and here by requested to direct the City Solicitor to 

review the proposed Ordinance language and report back the City Council. 
 
5.60 - Limited Services Pregnancy Centers 
 
Finding of Facts 
 
So called “Crisis Pregnancy Centers,” which often present themselves as providing services to 
pregnant people, instead seek to persuade people against having an abortion. This practice is both 
deceptive and unwanted, and the City Council finds it necessary to prohibit such activities from being 
permitted in the City of Cambridge. 
 
5.60.10 - Definitions  
 
The following definitions shall apply to this article:  
 
Abortion means the termination of a pregnancy for purposes other than producing a live birth. 
"Abortion" includes, but is not limited to, a termination of a pregnancy using pharmacological agents.  
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Client means an individual who is inquiring about or seeking services at a pregnancy services 
center.  
 
Clinical laboratory services means the microbiological, serological, chemical, hematological, 
biophysical, cytological or pathological examination of materials derived from the human body for the 
purpose of obtaining information for the diagnosis, prevention or treatment of disease or the 
assessment of a health condition. 
 
Emergency contraception means one or more prescription drugs: a) used separately or in 
combination for the purpose of preventing pregnancy; b) administered to or self-administered by a 
patient within a medically recommended amount of time after sexual intercourse; c) dispensed for 
such purpose in accordance with professional standards of practice; and, d) determined by the 
United States Food and Drug Administration to be safe for such purpose. 
 
Health information means any oral or written information in any form or medium that relates to 
health insurance or the past, present or future physical or mental health or condition of a client. 
Licensed health care provider means a person licensed under the provisions of federal or state law 
to provide health care or other medical services. 
 
Limited services pregnancy center means a pregnancy services center that does not directly 
provide, or provide referrals for, abortions or emergency contraception. 
 
Pregnancy-related service means any medical or health counseling service related to pregnancy 
or pregnancy prevention, including, but not limited to, contraception and contraceptive counseling, 
pregnancy testing, pregnancy diagnosis, pregnancy options counseling, obstetric ultrasound, 
obstetric sonogram and prenatal care. 
 
Pregnancy services center means a facility, including a mobile facility, the primary purpose of 
which is to provide services to clients who are or have reason to believe they may be pregnant and 
that either: a) offers obstetric ultrasounds, obstetric sonograms, pregnancy testing or diagnosis or 
prenatal care to pregnant clients, or;  b) has the appearance of a medical facility by virtue of having 
two or more of the following factors present: (i) Staff or volunteers who wear medical attire and 
uniforms; (ii) one or more examination tables; (iii) a private or semiprivate room or area containing 
medical supplies or medical instruments; (iv) staff or volunteers who collect health information from 
clients; or (v) the facility is located on the same premises as a licensed health care facility or 
licensed health care provider or shares facility space with a licensed health care provider. 
 
Prenatal care means services consisting of a physical examination, pelvic examination or clinical 
laboratory services provided to a client during pregnancy.  
 
5.60.20 - Prohibition 
 
The City Manager shall not issue any permits or licenses for Limited Services Pregnancy Centers 
that seek to prevent abortions. 
 
5.60.30 - Deceptive practices. 
 
No limited services pregnancy center, with the intent to perform a pregnancy-related service, shall 
make or disseminate before the public, or cause to be made or disseminated before the public, in 
any newspaper or other publication, through any advertising device, or in any other manner, 
including, but not limited to, through use of the Internet, any statement concerning any pregnancy-
related service or the provision of any pregnancy-related service that is deceptive, whether by 
statement or omission, and that a limited services pregnancy center knows or reasonably should 
know to be deceptive.  
 
5.60.040 - Enforcement. 
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The provisions of this article shall be enforced by a noncriminal disposition pursuant to 
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40, Section 21D. Each failure to comply with the 
requirements set forth in this Ordinance shall be deemed a separate offense.  

Packet Pg. 7

7.3

Packet Pg. 270

M
in

u
te

s 
A

cc
ep

ta
n

ce
: 

M
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
S

ep
 2

0,
 2

02
2 

3:
00

 P
M

  (
C

o
m

m
it

te
e 

R
ep

o
rt

s)



 
History: 
06/27/22 City Council ORDER ADOPTED AS AMENDED   
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      City of Cambridge 
 

 COF 2022 #112 
 IN CITY COUNCIL 
 September 20, 2022 
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O- 
FIRST IN COUNCIL 

October 3, 2022 
 
 

 
 
 

      City of Cambridge 
 

  

COUNCILLOR ZONDERVAN 
VICE MAYOR MALLON 
COUNCILLOR NOLAN 
MAYOR SIDDIQUI 
COUNCILLOR MCGOVERN 
 
WHEREAS: It has come to the attention of the City Council that Somerville recently banned 

limited services pregnancy centers that present themselves as providing 
pregnancy related services but instead seek to persuade people against 
having an abortion; and 

  
WHEREAS: Cambridge should join Somerville in ensuring that any such establishment 

operating within city limits with a primary purpose of providing services to 
clients who are or have reason to believe they may be pregnant, including 
mobile facilities, must either directly provide or provide referrals for abortions or 
emergency contraception; and 

  
WHEREAS: While there do not seem to be any limited services pregnancy centers 

operating in Cambridge, several exist regionally including (but not limited to) 
Downtown Boston, Brighton, Brookline, Brockton, Lawrence, Quincy, Revere, 
and Natick; now therefore be it 

  
ORDERED: That Chapter 5 of the Municipal Code be amended by inserting the following 

section: 
  
ORDERED: That the City Manager be and here by requested to direct the City Solicitor to 

review the proposed Ordinance language and report back the City Council. 
 
5.60 - Limited Services Pregnancy Centers 
 
Finding of Facts 
 
So called “Crisis Pregnancy Centers,” which often present themselves as providing services to 
pregnant people, instead seek to persuade people against having an abortion. This practice is both 
deceptive and unwanted, and the City Council finds it necessary to prohibit such activities from being 
permitted in the City of Cambridge. 
 
5.60.10 - Definitions  
 
The following definitions shall apply to this article:  
 
Abortion means the termination of a pregnancy for purposes other than producing a live birth. 
"Abortion" includes, but is not limited to, a termination of a pregnancy using pharmacological agents.  
 

Packet Pg. 276



Client means an individual who is inquiring about or seeking services at a pregnancy services 
center.  
 
Clinical laboratory services means the microbiological, serological, chemical, hematological, 
biophysical, cytological or pathological examination of materials derived from the human body for the 
purpose of obtaining information for the diagnosis, prevention or treatment of disease or the 
assessment of a health condition. 
 
Emergency contraception means one or more prescription drugs: a) used separately or in 
combination for the purpose of preventing pregnancy; b) administered to or self-administered by a 
patient within a medically recommended amount of time after sexual intercourse; c) dispensed for 
such purpose in accordance with professional standards of practice; and, d) determined by the 
United States Food and Drug Administration to be safe for such purpose. 
 
Health information means any oral or written information in any form or medium that relates to 
health insurance or the past, present or future physical or mental health or condition of a client. 
Licensed health care provider means a person licensed under the provisions of federal or state law 
to provide health care or other medical services. 
 
Limited services pregnancy center means a pregnancy services center that does not directly 
provide, or provide referrals for, abortions or emergency contraception. 
 
Pregnancy-related service means any medical or health counseling service related to pregnancy 
or pregnancy prevention, including, but not limited to, contraception and contraceptive counseling, 
pregnancy testing, pregnancy diagnosis, pregnancy options counseling, obstetric ultrasound, 
obstetric sonogram and prenatal care. 
 
Pregnancy services center means a facility, including a mobile facility, the primary purpose of 
which is to provide services to clients who are or have reason to believe they may be pregnant and 
that either: a) offers obstetric ultrasounds, obstetric sonograms, pregnancy testing or diagnosis or 
prenatal care to pregnant clients, or;  b) has the appearance of a medical facility by virtue of having 
two or more of the following factors present: (i) Staff or volunteers who wear medical attire and 
uniforms; (ii) one or more examination tables; (iii) a private or semiprivate room or area containing 
medical supplies or medical instruments; (iv) staff or volunteers who collect health information from 
clients; or (v) the facility is located on the same premises as a licensed health care facility or 
licensed health care provider or shares facility space with a licensed health care provider. 
 
Prenatal care means services consisting of a physical examination, pelvic examination or clinical 
laboratory services provided to a client during pregnancy.  
 
5.60.20 - Prohibition 
 
The City Manager shall not issue any permits or licenses for Limited Services Pregnancy Centers 
that seek to prevent abortions. 
 
5.60.30 - Deceptive practices. 
 
No limited services pregnancy center, with the intent to perform a pregnancy-related service, shall 
make or disseminate before the public, or cause to be made or disseminated before the public, in 
any newspaper or other publication, through any advertising device, or in any other manner, 
including, but not limited to, through use of the Internet, any statement concerning any pregnancy-
related service or the provision of any pregnancy-related service that is deceptive, whether by 
statement or omission, and that a limited services pregnancy center knows or reasonably should 
know to be deceptive.  
 
5.60.040 - Enforcement. 
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The provisions of this article shall be enforced by a noncriminal disposition pursuant to 
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40, Section 21D. Each failure to comply with the 
requirements set forth in this Ordinance shall be deemed a separate offense.  
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History: 
06/27/22 City Council ORDER ADOPTED AS AMENDED   
09/20/22 Ordinance Committee    
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O- 
FIRST IN COUNCIL 

October 3, 2022 
 
 

 
 
 

      City of Cambridge 
 

  

VICE MAYOR MALLON 
 
ORDERED: That the City Manager be and is hereby requested to direct the City Solicitor to reach 

out to the Law Department in Somerville, MA to understand and report back to the 
Council on the legislation passed by the Somerville City Council banning limited 
services pregnancy centers. 
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