
Introduction 

In 2001 the Cambridge Housing Committee met to discuss the impacts of lodging houses and their use in 

residential zoning districts. It was decided unanimously that: 

“Councilor Davis made the following motion:  

Ordered: That the Housing Committee recommend that the technical language change in the 

zoning ordinance to clarify that lodging houses are prohibited in Residence C and C-1 districts 

be refiled by the City Council for referral to the Planning Board and Ordinance Committee for 

hearing and report.  

The motion was passed without objection on a voice vote.” 

However, despite this vote no further action was taken and for the past 22 years the intent of the 

housing committee has been undermined by what is essentially an omission. That footnote 7 carries 

over inexplicably to the table of uses but makes no mention of lodging houses in the actual footnote 

is also a good evidentiary clue that there is an issue. Further, the current Cambridge City Council, 

when it removed all parking restrictions for all uses, created a scenario where lodging houses, in 

name only, started spouting up in residential districts as by-right projects and uses. This petition’s 

purpose is to close this loophole and recognize that residential housing is the goal of this City’s 

planning for residential districts and not lodging houses which are simply an in name only use 

classification for hotels and motels which are already prohibited but for specific carveouts in 

footnote 7.  

 

Statement of Facts 

WHEREAS: Housing is at an all time premium in Cambridge and a shortage persists, and 

WHEREAS: The Housing Committee in 2001 met on the subject of lodging houses and decided 

unanimously to disallow their use in C and C-1 zones but made no further action, and  

WHEREAS: The zoning in Cambridge has been altered to include further residential designations, and  

WHEREAS: without the requirement of parking these unintended uses are no essentially by right in 

dense residential districts acting as hotels and motels not only putting pressure on the housing stock but 

also creating an intense use that would otherwise not be allowed. 

NOW THEREFORE:  that the City of Cambridge amend the zoning ordinance changing “yes” with a 

footnote 7 to a “No” in the column in Article 4 section 4.30 where Res C, C-1, C-1A, 2, 2A, 2B, 3, 3A, 3B 

are located as illustrated on the attached chart.  
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