
 

 
 
September 17, 2020 
 
To the Honorable, the City Council, 
 
The Cambridge Redevelopment Authority (CRA) Board respectfully submits to the City Council the 
attached amendment to the Kendall Square Urban Renewal Plan (KSURP) and accompanying petition 
to amend Article 14 of the City of Cambridge Zoning Ordinance to reflect the proposed changes to the 
KSURP. 
 
As you know, early last year, Eversource announced plans for a new electrical substation to be located 
at 135 Fulkerson Street. The City Council held multiple hearings to learn more about the substation 
proposal, wherein the City learned of the significant community concerns regarding the Fulkerson site 
for a substation and its proximity to homes, the Kennedy Longfellow Elementary School and its 
accompanying playing fields.  The City Manager promptly brought together City and Cambridge 
Redevelopment Authority (CRA) staff along with representatives from the local development community 
to seek alternative sites for the facility. Shortly after these meetings, Boston Properties (BXP) 
approached the CRA with a conceptual idea of placing the substation on the site of the existing “Blue 
Garage” within the KSURP area.  This alternative electrical substation location would move this 
regional infrastructure facility out of the residential neighborhood and into the commercial district of 
Kendall Square.   
 
Throughout 2020, the CRA, along with BXP and Eversource, have organized multiple virtual community 
meetings and discussions, to outline the substation alternative and the accompanying commercial 
development proposal required to finance the project.  The CRA Board has discussed the project 
monthly at its public board meetings, held remotely since April.  In addition to the substation’s 
conceptual design, the meetings discussed above have involved extensive review of the proposed 
800,000 square feet of additional commercial development required to implement the relocation of the 
substation to the Blue Garage property, and the changes to the MXD Zoning and KSURP needed to 
allow the project to move forward. 
 
This community engagement process, described in greater detail below, led to the public meeting of the 
CRA Board held last night on September 16, 2020.  At this meeting, the CRA Board voted to file the 
enclosed petition to modify Article 14 of the Cambridge Zoning Ordinance - Mixed Use Development 
District: Kendall Center (MXD Zoning) for consideration by the City Council in order to implement this 
alternative substation location.  The CRA Board further voted to approve Amendment No. 11 to the 
Kendall Square Urban Renewal Plan, and to forward this Amendment to the City Council.   
 
The purpose of this letter is to provide an overview of the alternative substation proposal, summarize 
the proposed revisions to the MXD Zoning contained within the petition, and review the KSURP 
Amendment.  
 
Alternative Substation Site Project Description 
 
The alternative substation site is located on Parcel Two of the Cambridge Center Development Area, 
positioned between Binney Street, Galileo Galilei Way and Broadway. The technical and site feasibility 
challenges of the alternative substation location are complex, and for the past year, Eversource and 
BXP have been working to confirm that the structural engineering, electrical line routing, existing asset 
relocation, and overall site design of the alternate Parcel Two substation location were feasible. The 
designs not only require the relocation of existing structures and uses, but also reconstituting the 
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