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 The Civic Unity Committee will hold a public hearing to discuss the Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 

Report by Working IDEAL. 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

E. Denise Simmons Remote    

Dennis J. Carlone Remote    

Alanna Mallon Remote    

Paul F. Toner     

Quinton Zondervan     

 

 

A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Civic Unity Committee was held on April 14, 2022. 

The meeting was Called to Order at 5:30 p.m. by the Chair, Councillor Simmons. Pursuant to Chapter 20 

of the Acts of 2022 adopted by the Massachusetts General Assembly and approved by the Governor, the 

public meeting was hybrid, allowing participation in person, in the Sullivan Chamber, 2nd Floor, City 

Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA and by remote participation via Zoom.  

 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Simmons – Present/Remote 

Councillor Carlone – Present/Remote 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Present/Remote 

Councillor Toner - Absent 

Councillor Zondervan – Absent 

Present-3. Absent 2. Quorum established.  

 

Councillor Simmons noted that the focus of the meeting is to discuss the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 

Report by Working Ideal, which was commissioned by the City in 2019. She stated that it is the City’s 

goal, through the assessment report and workplan, to identify and implement innovative ideas on 

recruiting, hiring, developing and promoting a diverse workforce that mirrors the people who live and do 

business in the City of Cambridge. 

 

Councillor Simmons noted that Councillor Toner has joined the meeting remotely.   

 

Eva Martin Blythe, Executive Director, YWCA, made opening remarks around the work that the City of 

Cambridge is undertaking relative to diversity, equity, and inclusion.  

 

Louis DePasquale, City Manager, took the opportunity to thank Ms. Blythe for all the work she has done 

on this topic. He stated that the City has a number of ongoing efforts for diversity, equity, and inclusion.  

 

Betsy Allen, Director of Equity and Inclusion, City of Cambridge, provided the committee with a status 

update on the workforce plan for diversity, equity, and inclusion.  
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Councillor Simmons noted that Councillor Zondervan has joined the meeting remotely.  

 

Ms. Allen made a presentation titled “Diversity, Equity and Inclusion: A Workforce Plan for Recruitment, 

Hiring and Promotion (RHP) Project.” A copy of the presentation is attached as ATTACHMENT A. 

Lee Gianetti, Director of Communications and Community Relations, along Ms. Sheila Keady-Rawson, 

Director of Personnel, and Deidre Brown, Personnel Department, also summarized portions of this 

presentation.  

 

Vice Mayor Mallon made a motion to Close Public Comment as there were no speakers signed up. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Yes-5, No – 0.  Motion to Close Public Comment passed.  

 

Councillor Simmons then acknowledged Councillor Carlone, Vice Mayor Mallon, Councillor Toner, and 

Councillor Zondervan for questions/comments.  

 

The following individuals were also present to address questions and comments from Councillors: Nancy 

Glowa, City Solicitor. 

 

Councillor Simmons thanked all those present for their attendance.  

 

A motion to adjourn was made by Councillor Carlone. 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Yes-5, No – 0.    Motion to adjourn passed at 7:28 p.m. 

 

Attachment A: Presentation titled “Diversity, Equity and Inclusion: A Workforce Plan for Recruitment, 

Hiring and Promotion (RHP) Project.” 

 

 

 

Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and 

every City Council Committee meeting.  This is a permanent record.   

 

The video for this meeting can be viewed at:  

https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/301?view_id=1&redirect=true 

 

All meetings are “closed captioned”.  After each meeting the “closed captioned transcripts” are 

available online at: https://app.box.com/s/9qormcahynjt4pzpt1n5opixogl3q7k5    

Please note that there is no editing of these “closed captioned transcripts” and they do not 

constitute a verbatim transcript prepared by a certified transcriber.  
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 A communication was received from Louie D. DePasquale, City Manager, transmitting a 

presentation for the Civic Unity Committee meeting on April 14, 2022. 
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