
  

 

 CMA 2024 #201 

 IN CITY COUNCIL 

 September 16, 2024 

 

To the Honorable, the City Council: 

 

 

In response to Awaiting Report #24-48 which requested City staff to enact policy that will extend the 

priority period for Social Equity and Equity Empowerment cannabis business applicants, please find 

attached from City Solicitor, Megan Bayer. 

 

Very truly yours, 

 

 
Yi-An Huang 

City Manager 
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5.50.040 Permitting preferences for priority applicants. 

The City shall issue a Cannabis Business Permit pursuant to this Chapter only to Priority Applicants. For the 
first five years and six months after the Effective Date of this Chapter as stated in section 5.50.100 below, the City 
shall issue a Cannabis Business Permit to operate a Cannabis Retail Store only to Group A Priority Applicants. The 
effect of this provision is to extend the preference period for Economic Empowerment Applicants from three years 
to five years and a half year, and to provide a three -and-a-half year preference period for all other Group A 
Priority Applicants to run concurrently with the third, fourth and fifth years and final six months of the preference 
period for Economic Empowerment Applicants.  

For the first year after the expiration of the Massachusetts Cannabis Control Commission's exclusivity period 
for Marijuana Courier Licenses and Marijuana Delivery Operator Licenses, as set forth in 935 CMR 500.050(10) and 
(11), the City shall issue a Cannabis Business Permit for a Cannabis Courier Establishment or Cannabis Delivery 
Operator Establishment only to Group A Priority Applicants.  

The Council shall review this provision of the ordinance again no later than September 1, 2022.  

 



 

 

 

      City of Cambridge 
 

 

 Agenda Item No. 4 

 IN CITY COUNCIL 

 September 16, 2024 

 

IN CITY COUNCIL 

 

ORDERED: That the City Council finds that the adoption of the amendment to Cambridge 

Municipal Code Chapter 5.50 entitled Cannabis Business Permitting to extend and amend the 

provisions relating to the permitting preference period in Section 5.50.040 is an emergency 

involving the health and safety of the people of Cambridge or their property, pursuant to G.L. 

c.43, §20. 
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