
ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

COMMITTEE MEETING 

~ MINUTES ~ 

 Tuesday, August 1, 2023 12:00 PM Sullivan Chamber 

                                                                                                                                                   795 Massachusetts Avenue 

                                                                                                                                                         Cambridge, MA 02139 

City of Cambridge Page 1   

 The Ordinance Committee will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, August 1, 2023 from 12:00p.m. to 

2:00p.m. relative to amending the Municipal Code for the City of Cambridge to add a new Chapter, 

15.30, titled “Fossil Fuel Free Demonstration”, proposed Ordinance 2023-3, and to consider a 

proposed amendment to BEUDO requiring new Covered Properties to achieve net zero by 2030. 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Burhan Azeem Remote    

Dennis J. Carlone     

Alanna Mallon     

Marc C. McGovern    12:10 PM 

Patricia Nolan     

E. Denise Simmons Remote   1:25 PM 

Paul F. Toner     

Quinton Zondervan     

Sumbul Siddiqui    12:53 PM 

 

 

A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Ordinance Committee was held on Tuesday, 

August 1, 2023. The meeting was Called to Order at 12:00 p.m. by the Chair, Councillor 

Zondervan. Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2023 adopted by Massachusetts General Court 

and approved by the Governor, the City is authorized to use remote participation. This public 

meeting was hybrid, allowing participation in person, in the Sullivan Chamber, 2nd Floor, City 

Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA and by remote participation via Zoom. 

 

At the request of the Chair, City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Present/Remote 

Councillor Carlone – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Absent 

Councillor McGovern – Present/Remote* 

Councillor Nolan – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Simmons – Absent* 

Councillor Toner – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Zondervan – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Mayor Siddiqui – Absent* 

Present – 6, Absent – 3. Quorum established. 

*Councillor McGovern moved from remote to in person participation at 12:10 p.m. 

*Mayor Siddiqui was marked present and remote at 12:10 p.m. and joined in person at 

12:53 p.m. 

*Councillor Simmons was marked present and remote at 1:25 p.m. 
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The Chair, Councillor Zondervan offered opening remarks and noted that the call of the 

meeting was to hold a public hearing relative to amending the Municipal Code for the City 

of Cambridge to add a new Chapter, 15.30, titled “Fossil Fuel Free Demonstration”, 

proposed Ordinance 2023-3, and to consider a proposed amendment to BEUDO requiring 

new Covered Properties to achieve net zero by 2030.  

 

Councillor Zondervan shared that Susanne Rasmussen, Director of Environmental and 

Transportation Planning for the Community Development Department (CDD) was present in the 

Chamber and joined by Nikhil Nadkarni, Energy Planner. Susanne Rasmussen noted that Iram 

Farooq, Assistant City Manager for CDD would be joining the meeting shortly. City Solicitor, 

Nancy Glowa and Megan Bayer, Deputy City Solicitor were also present. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Susanne Rasmussen and Nikhil Nadkarni 

who gave a presentation titled “Fossil Fuel Free Building Demonstration Program” which 

was provided in advance of the meeting and included in the Agenda Packet. The 

presentation offered an overview and introduction to the Fossil Fuel Free Demonstration 

Program and how it aligns with climate goals in Cambridge, a review of the requirements of the 

Fossil Fuel Free Demonstration and who they apply to, community engagement, research 

findings and community feedback, and proposed changes to the state’s suggested ordinance 

language.  

 

After the presentation, the Chair, Councillor Zondervan opened Public Comment.  The 

following individuals were allowed up to three minutes to speak.   

 

Margery Davies, 35 William Street, Cambridge, MA, Mothers Out Front, shared that they were 

in favor of the Fossil Fuel Free program. 

 

Cynthia Hibbard, 23 Ellsworth Avenue, Cambridge, MA, Green Cambridge, spoke in strong 

support of the Fossil Fuel Free program. 

 

Joan Pickett, 59 Ellery Street, Cambridge, MA, shared concerns about the residential impact 

relative to the Fossil Fuel Free program. 

 

Patrick Barrett, 41 Pleasant Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in opposition to the Fossil Fuel Free 

program and proposed amendments to BEUDO.  

 

Kendyl Maher-Trumble, 348 Walden Street, Cambridge, MA, on behalf of Harvard University, 

spoke in opposition to the proposed amendments to BEUDO.  

 

Denise Jillson, Executive Director for the Harvard Square Business Association, spoke in 

opposition and shared concerns regarding the Fossil Fuel Free program. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillors Toner, Azeem, Nolan, and McGovern 

for discussion, comments, and a series of questions.  Iram Farooq, Susanne Rasmussen and 

Nikhil Nadkarni, responded to questions and concerns raised by Councillors.  Megan Bayer 
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responded to legal questions. The Chair, Councillor Zondervan also offered comments and 

provided clarification on points raised throughout the discussion.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillor Nolan who shared that she was bringing 

an amendment forward regarding commercial cooking equipment that is used in restaurants. 

Councillor Nolan provided a brief review of why she was bringing the amendment forward. The 

Chair opened the discussion to Councillors. Councillor Azeem expressed that he would like more 

time to review it. After discussion, Councillor Nolan withdraw the motion and noted that she 

would bring it forward at the August 7, 2023 Summer City Council meeting.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillor Nolan who made a motion to 

recommend to the full City Council that the language passed to a second reading on June 

26, 2023, proposed Ordinance 2023-3, Fossil Fuel Free Demonstration, be amended by 

substitution with the new language provided by CDD. (See Attached B for redline version 

and clean version of recommended language from CDD) 

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Absent 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 8, No – 0, Absent – 1. Motion passed.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan noted the time and asked the Council if they wished to extend 

the meeting to discuss the proposed amendments to BEUDO.  Councillor McGovern and Mayor 

Siddiqui noted they would not be able to stay.  The Chair, Councillor Zondervan stated that 

another meeting would be scheduled.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillor Simmons who made a motion to 

adjourn.  

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Absent 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 8, No – 0, Absent – 1. 
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The Ordinance Committee adjourned at approximately 1:56 p.m. 

 

Attachments 

Attachment A: Written communications received from the public. 

Attachment B: Proposed Ordinance 2023-3, Redline version and clean version of recommended 

language from CDD. 

 

 

Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and 

every City Council Committee meeting.  This is a permanent record. The video for this meeting 

can be viewed at: 

https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/553?view_id=1&redirect=true&h=b2fa1919d6f5c

8d2703578102cc0cf28 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A communication was received from Diane LeBlanc, City Clerk, transmitting proposed Ordinance 

2023-3 relative to amending the Municipal Code. Passed to a second reading on June 26, 2023. 

 A communication was received from Susanne Rasmussen, Director of Environmental and 

Transportation Planning, transmitting a redline version of proposed language for Ordinance 2023-3. 

 A communication was received from Susanne Rasmussen, Director of Environmental and 

Transportation Planning, transmitting presentation regarding the Fossil Fuel-Free Demonstration 

program. 

 A communication was received from Susanne Rasmussen, Director of Environmental and 

Transportation Planning, transmitting a chart regarding Cambridge building emissions regulations. 

 A communication was received from Councillor Zondervan, transmitting a proposed amendment to 

BEUDO related to Covered Properties. 
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