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City of Cambridge

O-
IN CITY COUNCIL
February 10, 2020

COUNCILLOR NOLAN
VICE MAYOR MALLON
COUNCILLOR MCGOVERN

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

ORDERED:

ORDERED:

As part of the Tobin Montessori/Vassal Lane Upper Schools Reconstruction Project,
conceptual designs have been released; and

There has been a concerted effort to find space for Elementary and Upper School
enrollment expansion, additional much-needed programmatic elements and increased
capacity for preschool enrollment, while at the same time preserving the need for open
space, ensuring adequate traffic flow and appropriate site circulation has been
challenging; and

The National Guard Armory of Cambridge, located at 450 Concord Avenue, adjacent
to the Tobin Montessori/Vassal Lane Upper Schools campus, presents a potential
opportunity for the City to resolve community concerns that the proposed
reconstruction designs would negatively impact the amount of available green space,
and the flow of school traffic; and

The Armory site, which is owned by the state (purchased from Cambridge in 1957), is
currently underutilized; and

A 2018 assessment of the Armory site by the state shows the need for significant
investment to keep the site up to code; and

The City Manager has sent a letter to the State Quartermaster expressing Cambridge’s
strong interest in acquiring the Armory site; now therefore be it

That the City Council go on record strongly supporting the City Manager’s request to
purchase the National Guard Armory of Cambridge, and go on record as urging the
City’s Delegation in the State Legislature to work to determine if the state will take the
steps necessary to allow the City to purchase the entire site, to be for permanent public
use in perpetuity by the City to address community driven needs; and be it further

That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to forward suitably engrossed copies of
this policy order to the City’s Delegation in the State Legislature on behalf of the entire
City Council.


https://www.cambridgema.gov/Departments/publicworks/cityprojects/2017/tobinschoolproject
https://alannamallon.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/CambridgeArmory_20181126_Redacted.pdf

An Act authorizing the commissioner of capital asset management and maintenance to convey a certain
parcel of land to the city of Cambridge.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its purpose, which is to authorize
forthwith the conveyance of certain property to the city of Cambridge, therefore it is hereby declared to
be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the public convenience.

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding sections 32 to 37, inclusive, of chapter 7C of the General Laws or any
general or special law to the contrary, the commissioner of capital asset management and maintenance,
in consultation with the military division, may convey a portion of the parcel of land located at 406
Concord avenue in the city of Cambridge currently used for military purposes to the city of Cambridge to
be used for school and other municipal purposes and for all purposes and uses accessory thereto. The
parcel is a portion of the land described in deeds recorded in the Middlesex South registry of deeds in
book 9038, page 388 and book 9733, page 1. The parcel is approximately 30,752 square feet and is
shown as “Parcel ‘B’” on a plan entitled, “Approval Not Required Plan for 450 Concord Avenue
Cambridge Massachusetts,” dated April 2, 2021, which plan is on file with the division of capital asset
management and maintenance. The commissioner of capital asset management and maintenance may
determine the exact boundaries of the parcel prior to conveyance. The parcels shall be conveyed by
deed without warranties or representations by the commonwealth.

SECTION 2. The deed or other instrument conveying the parcel to the city of Cambridge shall provide
that the parcel shall be used solely for school and other municipal purposes and for all purposes and
uses accessory thereto and shall include a reversionary clause that stipulates that if the parcel ceases at
any time to be used for the allowed purpose set forth in this act, title to the parcel shall, at the election
of the commonwealth, revert to the commonwealth. The reversionary clause shall be enforceable
notwithstanding the time limit set forth in section 7 of chapter 184A of the General Laws.

SECTION 3. The consideration for the conveyance of the parcel pursuant to section 1 shall be the fair
market value of the parcel as determined by the commissioner of capital asset management and
maintenance based upon an independent professional appraisal for the use of the parcel as restricted
pursuant to section 2. The appraisal shall be prepared in accordance with the usual and customary
professional appraisal practices by a qualified appraiser. The commissioner shall submit any appraisals
to the inspector general for review and comment. The inspector general shall review and approve any
such appraisals; provided, however, that the review shall include an examination of the methodology
utilized for the appraisals. The inspector general shall prepare a report of the review and file the report
with the commissioner of capital asset management and maintenance. The commissioner shall submit
copies of the appraisals and the inspector general’s review and approval and comments, if any, to the
senate and house committees on ways and means and the joint committee on state administration and
regulatory oversight not less than 15 days before the execution of any documents effecting the transfers
authorized in this act.

SECTION 4. Pursuant to section 113 of chapter 33 of the General Laws, any monetary payments made to
the commonwealth as a result of the conveyance authorized by this act shall be deposited in the real
property expendable trust established by the secretary of public safety and security for the military
division pursuant to section 6 of chapter 6A of the General Laws and 801 CMR 50.00 et seq.



SECTION 5. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the city of Cambridge shall be
responsible for all costs and expenses of any transaction authorized by this act as determined by the
commissioner of capital asset management and maintenance including, but not limited to, the costs of
any engineering, surveys, appraisals, title examinations, recording fees and deed preparation related to
the conveyance of the parcel authorized in section 1. Upon the recording of the deed conveying the
parcels to the city of Cambridge, the city shall record a plan showing the boundaries of the parcel and
deliver a copy of the plan to the division of capital asset management and maintenance and the division
shall keep the plan on file.



ORDERED:

City of Cambridge

Agenda Item Number 26
IN CITY COUNCIL
August 7, 2023

That the City Clerk forward proposed legislation permitting the Commissioner of Capital
Asset and Maintenance to convey a portion of the Armory property at 450 Concord Avenue
to the City of Cambridge to the local delegation for the City of Cambridge for passage in the
legislature.
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