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 The Human Services and Veterans Committee will hold a public hearing to discuss Policy Order 

2025 #46 on sex trafficking. This discussion will allow for stakeholders and other community 

members to raise awareness and share resources important to keeping individuals safe and free of 

harm. 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Marc C. McGovern     

Patricia Nolan     

Sumbul Siddiqui     

Jivan Sobrinho-Wheeler     

Ayesha M. Wilson     

 

A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Human Services and Veterans Committee was held on 

Wednesday, May 28, 2025. The meeting was Called to Order at 4:00 p.m. by the Co-Chair, Councillor Wilson. 

Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2025 adopted by Massachusetts General Court and approved by the 

Governor, the City is authorized to use remote participation. This public meeting was hybrid, allowing 

participation in person, in the Sullivan Chamber, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, 

MA and by remote participation via Zoom. 

 

At the request of the Co-Chair, Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll. 

Vice Mayor McGovern – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Nolan – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Siddiqui – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Wilson – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Present – 5. Quorum established. 

 

Co-Chair Wilson offered opening remarks and noted that the Call of the meeting was to discuss Policy Order 

2025 #46 on sex trafficking and to allow for stakeholders and other community members to raise awareness and 

share resources important to keeping individuals safe and free of harm. Present at the meeting from the 

Cambridge Police Department (CPD) were Superintendent Frederick Cabral, Deputy Superintendent Michael 

Logan, Deputy Superintendent Michael Medeiros, and, Kimberly Sansoucy, Women’s Commission. Police 

Commissioner, Christine Elow, was present via Zoom. Also present at the meeting were Mayor Simmons and 

Councillor Zusy.  

 

In addition to City Staff, the following panelists were present, Clara Fennel, Title Nine Aureila Advocates, 

Madeline Nournbeg, Title Nine Aurelia Advocates, Emily Anne Winther, Title Nine Aurelia Advocates, 

Audrey Morrissey, EMMA and My Life My Choice, Audra Doody, EMMA and Safe Exit Initiative, Dr. Mary 

Speta, Amirah, Inc. and EMMA, Shameka Gregory, Domestic and Gender Based Violence Initiative 

Prevention, Dawn Sauma, Asian Task Force Against Domestic Violence (ATASK), Madison Crees, BSWAC, 

Mary Carol, BSWAC, Sarah Gyorog, Transition House, Chet Harding, Amirah, Inc. and EMMA, and Jessica 

Van Meir, BSWAC.  

 

Co-Chair Wilson recognized panelists from Title Nine Aurelia Advocates who shared their efforts towards 

creating a consent culture within Cambridge Rindge and Latin High School (CRLS) and across the City. The 

team highlighted how important it is to educate on sexual violence while also promoting boundaries, creating a 
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safe space, and holding people accountable for their actions. The panelists stressed how important it is for 

leaders, adults, and student peers to help make Cambridge a safe place where sexual violence is not normalized.  

 

Co-Chair Wilson recognized Dr. Mary Speta who provided an overview of their efforts and research to address 

the sex trade. They pointed out that there are three main components of the sex trade; sex trafficking, 

commercial sexual exploitation, and consensual sex work, and provided a review of each, noting that 

consensual sex work represents only a small portion of the sex trade. Dr. Speta offered information related to 

the demographic of people involved in sex trade and why people are driven towards sex trade, and the 

challenges that are faced when trying to exit sex trade. In addition, Dr. Speta provided information related to 

systemic injustices, such as racism and economic discrimination, and noted that those in sex trade face 

discrimination towards housing, employment, and healthcare.  

 

Co-Chair Wilson recognized Audrey Morrissey who shared information related to child sexual exploitation, 

noting that is affects communities throughout Massachusetts, including Cambridge. Audrey Morrissey offered 

comments related to systematic racism not only in the mainstream world, but within the commercial sex 

industry, adding that the vulnerable populations are affected the most. They shared that within their 22 years of 

work both with children and adults, they have never met anyone who was in sex trade because they wanted to 

be, but because they were trapped by abuse, lack of opportunities, or desperation. Audrey Morrissey highlighted 

the mission of My Life My Choice, sharing that they offer services and support to those impacted by sex trade 

and for those who want to make a change in their life. 

 

Co-Chair Wilson recognized Dawn Sauma who shared that their organization is the only multicultural coalition 

serving Asian victims of sexual violence, noting that for many victims, this organization is the only point of 

contact for help. Dawn Sauma provided an overview of the services the organization provides, such as shelter 

and legal help, and stressed how important it is to have access to safety and help that provide and support 

cultural backgrounds and languages. Dawn Sauma provided insight into Asian trafficking victims and how they 

are controlled by their handlers, sharing how it is hard for authorities to identify them as victims. Dawn Sauma 

echoed comments made by previous speakers related to sex trafficking in systemic environments, such as 

poverty.  

 

Co-Chair Wilson recognized Audrey Doody who shared that she was a survivor of prostitution and sex trade 

and founded Safe Exit Initiative, which supports people impacted by sex trade, regardless of their current 

situation. Audrey Doody explained the connection between substance use, mental health, and how involvement 

with sex trade is related. Audrey Doody stressed the importance of prioritizing the most vulnerable individuals 

when having these conversations and not just the small percentage who may say it is a choice.  

 

Co-Chair Wilson recognized Dr. Speta who provided a brief overview of the legislative landscape and 

opportunities for advocacy in Massachusetts and shared information on the Sex Trade Survivors Act, 

H.1683/S.116. (Attachment A) 

 

Co-Chair Wilson recognized Madison Crees who gave a presentation titled “Only Rights Will Strop the Wrongs 

– Addressing the Needs of Sex Workers in Cambridge”. The presentation was provided in advance of the 

meeting and included in the Agenda Packet. 

 

Co-Chair Wilson recognized Audrey Morrissey who spoke on the importance of educating youth, adults, and 

teachers on what exploitation looks and that prevention is a community effort. 

 

Co-Chair Wilson recognized Dawn Sauma who stressed the challenges for justice and safety for Asian victims 

of trafficking and the importance of partnerships with culturally specific organizations to assist those looking 

for help and support. Additionally, Dawn Sauma shared how important it is for improved data collection to 

better understand the needs of victims and deliver services effectively. 

 

Co-Chair Wilson recognized Dr. Speta who shared how important it is for Cambridge to provide services to 

those who have been trafficked or involved in sex trade, noting that many individuals need travel to other cities 

for support. Dr. Speta provided examples of services that could be helpful, such has drop-in centers or overnight 

shelters, which could have a positive impact. Dr. Speta proposed that the City Council adopt a policy related to 
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ethics for public employees and elected officials, which should be reviewed annually to ensure people are 

upheld to professional standards and accountability. 

 

Co-Chair Wilson recognized Sarah Gyorog who reviewed a recent community survey, related to recent cases 

involving exploitation, which received over 100 responses so far, noting the survey remains open (Attachment 

B). Sarah Gyorog indicated that one key takeaway from the survey was that the community expects 

accountability from the City and its officials and urged the City Council to rebuild the community’s trust by 

acknowledging and responding to concerns. 

 

Co-Chair Wilson recognized Shameka Gregory who thanked the Committee for having her participate in the 

discussion and learn from the different organizations present at the table. Shameka Gregory emphasized that it 

is a complex issue, but the City has a responsibility to make ethical decisions that help towards efforts that 

prevent violence and exploitation. Shameka Gregory pointed out that support also includes essentials like 

healthcare, food, and housing. Shameka Gregory shared that she is a resource to be used and looks forward to 

more discussions about building support systems. 

 

Co-Chair Wilson recognized Jessican Van Meir shared an overview of their research on sex work and 

trafficking, as well as working with victims of sexual abuse and trafficking. Jessica Van Meir noted that New 

Zealand, parts of Australia, and Belgium, decriminalized sex work and granted labor rights, which improved 

safety, access to health care, and legal protection for sex workers. Jessica Van Meir pointed out that economic 

need, not coercion, is the primary reason most people enter sex work. Jessica Van Meir who added that many 

human rights groups support the full decriminalization of sex work. 

 

Co-Chair Wilson recognized Chet Harding who shared how important it is to involve men in addressing sex 

trade, educating them, and becoming part of the solution. Chet Harding encouraged more male voices and 

community engagement in the efforts towards sex trade.  

Co-Chair Wilson recognized Kimberly Sansoucy who addressed the recent brothel case in Cambridge and 

pointed out that it should not be seen as an isolated event. Kimberly Sansoucy addressed systemic inequalities 

and suggested a survivor-centered approach to address sexual exploitation in Cambridge. Kimberly Sansoucy 

stressed the importance of making everyone’s safety a priority by having these difficult conversations.  

 

Co-Chair Wilson thanked everyone for participating in the discussion, noting that it was not intended to be a 

debate on what is right versus what is wrong, but to share information and raise awareness in the community.  

 

Co-Chair Wilson made a motion to extend the meeting by fifteen minutes. 

Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll. 

Vice Mayor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Siddiqui – Yes 

Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler – Yes 

Councillor Wilson – Yes 

Yes – 5. Motion passed.  

 

Co-Chair Wilson recognized Councillor Nolan who noted the importance of continuing the conversation around 

sex work, exploitation, and community safety. Councillor Nolan shared she would be in favor of finding a 

balance between different legislative approaches, affirming that you do not want to create unintended 

consequences, such as causing more harm to victims through legalization. Councillor Nolan shared she looked 

forward to future conversations involving public safety and organizations to create collaborative efforts and 

policy.  

 

Co-Chair Wilson recognized Co-Chair McGovern who asked for clarification regarding legislation and the 

status of the Bills. Dr. Speta reviewed and provided an update related to the The Sex Trade Survivors Act and 

shared which Bills the EMMA Coalition did and did not support. Mary Carol provided updates on Bills that 

BSWAC supported.  
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Co-Chair Wilson recognized Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler who shared appreciation for the conversation and 

the education that was provided to listeners. Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler noted that it is important for the City 

to continue to have these conversations, adding that the criminalization of sex work could increase risk and 

danger. 

 

Co-Chair Wilson recognized Councillor Siddiqui who asked about funding and money involved in the efforts 

towards decriminalizing sex work. Dr. Speta responded by providing information related to the CASSIE Bill in 

Massachusetts. Jessica Van Meir responded by sharing that sex worker rights organizations are underfunded 

and have can have limited resources, noting that BSWAC is completely run by volunteers. Councillor Siddiqui 

shared that it is important for local government to have a clear understanding on what they are able or not able 

to do to set expectations within the community and promote transparency.  

 

Co-Chair Wilson recognized Co-Chair McGovern who thanked everyone for their participation, noting that the 

discussion was very informative. Co-Chair McGovern shared that this is the first step for the City Council to 

engage with this topic with organizations and stakeholders and looks forward to future conversations. Co-Chair 

Wilson echoed Co-Chair McGovern’s comments and stressed the importance of continuing research to support 

Bills and policies that are being discussed. Co-Chair Wilson agreed that there should be continued conversation 

and continued collaboration to support and provide safety to impacted people.  

 

Co-Chair Wilson opened Public Comment. 

 

W D, resident of NorthEast, spoke in favor of decriminalizing sex work and shared their experiences and 

research on the topic.  

 

Mary Carol, Boston, MA, BSWAC, read a statement from a member of the organization related to sex work and 

spoke in favor of decriminalizing.  

 

Jessica Van Meir, 84 Line Street, Somerville, MA, read a statement from a victim of human sex trafficking. 

 

Siobhan McDonough, 205 Walden Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in support of sex work decriminalization. 

 

Nina Torres, 9 Dane Street, shared how sex work has helped them heal and become independent.  

 

Sascha Cohen, Cambridgeport, offered comments related to creating policy and decriminalizing sex work. 

 

Ryan Black, 65 Chetwynd Road, read a statement from a sex worker who wanted to remain anonymous. 

 

Crystal Huff, 52 Elm Street, spoke in favor of decriminalizing sex work and read a statement from a former sex 

worker. 

 

Caty Simon, 123 Cabot Street, Holyoke, MA, spoke in favor of decriminalizing sex work and providing 

resources for workers.  

 

Sarah Bazarian, 268 Willow Avenue, BSWAC, read a statement from a victim of human sex trafficking. 

 

JT Scott, 269 Washington, Somerville, MA, spoke in support of consent culture and offered comments related 

to creating policy.  

 

Co-Chair Wilson recognized Councillor Siddiqui who made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 

Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll. 

Vice Mayor McGovern – Absent 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Siddiqui – Yes 

Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler – Absent 

Councillor Wilson – Yes 

Yes – 3, No – 0, Absent – 2. Motion passed. 
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The Human Services and Veterans Committee adjourned at approximately 6:19p.m. 

 

Attachment A – Handout on The Sex Trade Survivors Act. 

Attachment B – Handout on Transition House 2025 Listening Sessions. 

Attachment C – Communications from the public. 

 

Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and every City Council 

Committee meeting. The video for this meeting can be viewed at: 

 

https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/1036?view_id=1&redirect=true 

 

 

 That the Human Services and Veterans Committee hold a meeting to discuss Sex Work and Sex 

Trafficking. 

 A communication was received from Boston Sex Workers and Allies Collective (BSWAC), 

transmitting a presentation titled "Only Rights Will Stop The Wrongs - Addressing the Needs of Sex 

Workers in Cambridge". 

https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/1036?view_id=1&redirect=true







































