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 The Government Operations, Rules, and Claims Committee will hold a public hearing to discuss 

term limits and appointments to Neighborhood Conservation Districts and the Historical 

Commission.  

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Burhan Azeem     

Marc C. McGovern     

Jivan Sobrinho-Wheeler     

Paul F. Toner     

Catherine Zusy     

 

A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Government Operations, Rules, and Claims Committee was 

held on Wednesday, June 25, 2025. The meeting was Called to Order at 3:00 p.m. by Councillor Sobrinho-

Wheeler, acting as Chair. Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2025 adopted by Massachusetts General Court 

and approved by the Governor, the City is authorized to use remote participation. This public meeting was 

hybrid, allowing participation in person, in the Sullivan Chamber, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 795 Massachusetts 

Avenue, Cambridge, MA and by remote participation via Zoom. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler offered opening remarks and noted that the Call of the meeting to 

discuss term limits and appointments to Neighborhood Conservation Districts and the Historical Commission, 

CMA 2025 #145, CMA 2025 #146, and CMA 2025 #147. Present at the meeting was Deputy City Manager, 

Owen O’Riordan, City Solicitor, Megan Bayer, Executive Director of the Historical Commission, Charles 

Sullivan, and Preservation Administrator, Allison Crosbie. Also present were Councillor Nolan, Councillor 

Wilson, and Mayor Simmons. 

 

At the request of the Chair, Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Vice Mayor McGovern – Absent 

Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Toner - Absent 

Councillor Zusy – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Present – 3, Absent 2. Quorum established. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler opened Public Comment. 

 

Marilee Meyer, 10 Dana Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in opposition to removing NCD’s and making changes 

to the Historical Commission. 

 

Suzanne Blier, 5 Fuller Place, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of preservation, experience, and sustainability as 

it relates to the Historical Commission and NCD’s. 

 

Heather Hoffman, 213 Hurley Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on the importance of those being appointed to 

Commissions believe in the mission and work that is done through those Commission.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler recognized Charlie Sullivan who provided an overview of the process 

of reviewing applicants for appointments to the Historical Commission and NCD’s, adding that they are looked 
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at separately and made under different ordinances and statues. Additionally, Charlie Sullivan shared a brief 

review of the role appointments serve within the Historical Commission. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler had clarifying questions related to the number of those who currently 

applied for appointments within the Historical Commission and if there are stipends for members. Charlie 

Sullivan and Megan Bayer responded, with Charlie Sullivan reviewing the decision that was made to provide 

payment to appointments. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler recognized Councillor Azeem who asked for clarification between the 

role of a full member and an alternate. Charlie Sullivan reviewed the role of alternates, noting that they are very 

active within the Commission. Councillor Azeem asked what the legal difference would be with a vote being 

taken by an alternate versus a full member. Megan Bayer reviewed Chapter 40C Section 4 of MGL which 

addresses votes taken by alternates. Councillor Azeem asked for clarification on term limits and the City 

Council’s role, which Charlie Sullivan and Megan Bayer responded to and explained why some members have 

different term limits. Councillor Azeem provided suggestions on how the City Council could move forward 

with appointments. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler recognized Councillor Zusy who commented on the importance and 

involvement of the Historical Commission and her participation with the Commission for past landmarks and 

properties. Additionally, Councillor Zusy shared how significant it is to have alternates to support full members 

while also learning from them. Councillor Zusy shared she supports the new appointees and the significant role 

and contributions the Historical Commission has in the community. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler recognized Councillor Nolan who highlighted the importance of the 

Historical Commission and shared the challenges and concerns that come with term limits and people applying 

to be members on NCD’s.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler recognized Charlie Sullivan who reviewed the process and history of 

appointing members to NCD’s and how it is different to the Historical Commission. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler recognized Councillor Zusy who shared her support for those who 

have been selected to be appointed to the NCD’s and the importance of NCD’s in the community. Councillor 

Zusy expressed concerns about the City Council reducing the amount of input the Historical Commission and 

NCD’s have. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler recognized Councillor Azeem who shared frustrations about term 

limits and expressed his support for making changes to members when necessary and create a process to help 

recruit and encourage new candidates. Councillor Azeem noted that no changes have been made to NCD’s and 

the Historical Commission during the City Council term. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler asked how many applicants there were for the Avon Hill 

Neighborhood Conservation District and clarification on those who applied to the Half Crown Marsh. Allison 

Crosbie shared that there was only one person interviewed for Avon Hill and explained why two members who 

applied for Half Crown Marsh were not eligible to be interviewed. Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler agreed that 

there are updates that could be made to make it easier to recruit more people into these positions and provided 

suggestions on ways the City could achieve that.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler recognized Deputy City Manager O’Riordan who provided feedback 

and suggestions towards the concerns that were raised by Councillor Azeem. Councillor Nolan, Councillor 

Azeem, and Councillor Zusy responded. Deputy City Manager O’Riordan suggested the City Manager re-

evaluate the current term limits for the proposed members and come back to the City Council.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler recognized Councillor Zusy who made a motion to forward 

CMA 2025 #145, CMA 2025 #146, and CMA 2025 #147 to the full City Council with no recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 
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Vice Mayor McGovern – Absent 

Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Absent 

Councillor Zusy - Yes 

Yes – 3, No – 0, Absent – 2. Motion passed. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler recognized Councillor Azeem who made a motion to adjourn 

the meeting. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Vice Mayor McGovern – Absent 

Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Absent 

Councillor Zusy - Yes 

Yes – 3, No – 0, Absent – 2. Meeting adjourned. 

 

Attachment A – Communications from the public. 

 

Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and every City 

Council Committee meeting. The video for this meeting can be viewed at: 

https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/1051?view_id=1&redirect=true 

 A communication transmitted from Yi-An Huang, City Manager, relative to the appointments of 

Florrie Darwin, Scott Kyle, and Michael Rogove and the reappointments of Chandra Harrington, 

Joseph Ferrara, Elizabeth Lyster, Yuting Zhang, gavin Kleespies, Paula Paris, and Kyle Sheffield. 

 A communication transmitted from Yi-An Huang, City Manager, relative to the appointment Sarah 

Holt, Emily Oldshue, and Ruth Webb and the reappointments of Marie-Pierre Dillenseger, Donna 

Marcantonio, and Peter Schur to the Half Crown-Marsh Neighborhood Conservation District 

Commission. 

 A communication transmitted from Yi-An Huang, City Manager, relative to the appointment of 

Nondita Mehrotra, and the reappointments of Constantin von Wentzel, Heli Meltsner, McKelden 

Smith, Theresa Hamacher, and Freweyni Gebrehiwet to the Avon Hill Neighborhood Conservation 

District Commission. 

https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/1051?view_id=1&redirect=true

















