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 REVISED CALL OF MEETING. The Ordinance Committee will hold a public hearing on 
Tuesday, May 28, 2024 from 12:00p.m.-2:00p.m. to discuss Citizen’s Zoning Petition by Joseph S. 
Ronayne et al. to amend the Cambridge Zoning Ordinance in Articles 4, 5, and 8. APP 2024 #14. 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 
Burhan Azeem Remote    
Marc C. McGovern     
Patricia Nolan     
Joan Pickett     
Sumbul Siddiqui     
Jivan Sobrinho-Wheeler     
Paul F. Toner     
Ayesha M. Wilson     
E. Denise Simmons     

 
 
A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Ordinance Committee was held on 
Wednesday, May 22, 2024. The meeting was Called to Order at 12:00 p.m. by the Co- Chair, 
Councillor Toner. Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2023 adopted by Massachusetts General 
Court and approved by the Governor, the City is authorized to use remote participation. This 
public meeting was hybrid, allowing participation in person, in the Sullivan Chamber, 2nd Floor, 
City Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA and by remote participation via Zoom. 
 
At the request of the Co-Chair, Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 
Councillor Azeem – Present/Remote 
Vice Mayor McGovern – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 
Councillor Nolan – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 
Councillor Pickett – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 
Councillor Siddiqui – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 
Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler – Absent 
Councillor Toner – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 
Councillor Wilson – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 
Mayor Simmons – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 
Present – 8, Absent – 1. Quorum established. 
 
Co-Chair Toner offered opening remarks and noted that the Call of the meeting was to discuss 
Citizen’s Zoning Petition by Joseph S. Ronayne et al. to amend the Cambridge Zoning 
Ordinance in Articles 4, 5, and 8, Application 2024 #14. Present at the meeting was Iram Farooq, 
Assistant City Manager for the Community Development Department (CDD), Jeff Roberts, 
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Director of Zoning and Development, and Megan Bayer, Acting City Solicitor. Chris Cotter, 
Housing Director, was present via Zoom. Co-Chair Toner noted that the Petitioner, Joseph 
Ronayne, was also present at the meeting. 
 
Co-Chair Toner opened Public Comment. 
 
Ann Tennis, 71 Griswold Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of the petition. 
 
Helen Walker, 43 Linnaean Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of the petition. 
 
Suzanne Blier, 5 Fuller Place, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of the petition. 
 
Marilee Meyer, 10 Dana Street, Cambridge, MA, offered comments relative to addressing green 
space and climate change. 
 
Ann Stewart, 25-31 Wheeler Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of the petition. 
 
Kelly Dolan, Upland Road, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of the petition. 
 
Amy Waltz, 12 Blakeslee Street, Cambridge, MA, offered comments relative to the 
environmental impact of creating more density.  
 
Heather Hoffman, 214 Hurley Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of affordable housing. 
 
Douglas Brown, 35 Standish Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of affordable housing.  
 
Co-Chair Toner recognized Councillor Nolan who made a motion to close public comment. 
Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 
Councillor Azeem – Yes 
Vice Mayor McGovern – Yes 
Councillor Nolan – Yes 
Councillor Pickett – Yes 
Councillor Siddiqui – Yes 
Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler – Absent 
Councillor Toner – Yes 
Councillor Wilson – Yes 
Mayor Simmons – Yes 
Yes – 8, No – 0, Absent – 1. Motion passed. 
 
Co-Chair Toner recognized the Petitioner who gave a presentation titled “Ronayne et al. Citizens 
Petition. Allowing Multifamily Housing Development Across the City and Easing Residential 
Development”. The presentation was provided in advance of the meeting and included in the 
Agenda Packet. The presentation offered a review of discussions relative to the petition between 
the Planning Board and CDD, regulations and requirements, and proposed zoning language. 
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Co-Chair Toner recognized Jeff Roberts who reviewed the recommendation from CDD to the 
Planning Board, which was provided in advance of the meeting and included in the Agenda 
Packet. Iram Farooq provided additional comments to support CDD’s recommendation and 
suggestions on how to move forward with this petition and other conversations happening in the 
Ordinance and the Housing Committees currently regarding zoning and affordable housing.  
 
Co-Chair Toner recognized Councillor Nolan who shared her excitement for moving towards 
ending exclusionary zoning and how this petition offers similar suggestions that were brought 
forward to the Housing Committee from CDD in a recent Committee meeting. Iram agreed that 
there are overlaps and similarities to the discussion in the Housing Committee. Jeff Roberts 
noted how the report references some of the comparisons and what questions/concerns need to be 
addressed to go forward. The Petitioner responded by providing a review of how the zoning 
language can address changes and support other changes that are in the process of happening. 
 
Co-Chair Toner recognized Councillor Azeem who offered comments that highlighted the 
importance of being intentional and moving forward at a slower pace when it comes to 
exclusionary zoning. In addition, Councillor Azeem offered suggestions on how the process 
could look like moving forward with having similar language currently in the Housing 
Committee. Councillor Azeem shared concerns regarding some of the language in the petition 
relative to ADU’s and spoke on the importance of ending exclusionary zoning and building 
affordable housing units. 
 
Co-Chair Toner recognized Co-Chair McGovern who noted the importance regarding the 
process of zoning language and shared that he agreed with some of the comments made by 
Councillor Azeem. Co-Chair McGovern shared that he also agreed with the suggestion by CDD 
to refer this petition back to the Housing Committee and CDD for more discussion and review. 
 
Co-Chair Toner recognized Councillor Pickett who thanked the Petitioner for their presentation 
and the background information that was included. Councillor Pickett offered comments 
regarding the petition and multifamily housing, as well as noting how significant changes will be 
with zoning if this language, or any language regarding ending exclusionary zoning, goes 
forward. Councillor Pickett shared that she believes there needs to be more discussion in order 
for something like this to move forward in a way that everyone agrees is best for the City.  
 
Co-Chair Toner recognized Councillor Siddiqui who noted the importance of reflecting on the 
different conversations around similar topics in Committees. Councillor Siddiqui agreed that 
there needs to be more discussion in Committee regarding the proposed language in the petition 
and in the Housing Committee to create the kind of policy that everyone is comfortable with. 
 
Co-Chair Toner recognized Councillor Wilson who shared she appreciates the conversations 
around housing in Cambridge and the work that went into the petition. Councillor Wilson noted 
the importance of having a community process for voices to be heard. Councillor Wilson shared 
that she agrees there needs to be more conversation to create language and policy that meets the 
needs of the community. 
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Co-Chair Toner asked the Acting City Solicitor if the Committee were to vote the petition down 
would it prevent the Council from having additional conversations. Megan Bayer reviewed 
zoning law. Co-Chair Toner asked the team from CDD if current projects around the Cambridge 
Street Study, Alewife Quad, Central Square, and North Mass Ave. would be put on hold if there 
is a zoning proposal in Committee, or would they be included in those studies with, and what the 
planning process would look like going forward with those studies. Iram Farooq responded and 
provided information on how the City would continue with and adapt these projects to reflect the 
new zoning language if it were passed.  
 
Co-Chair Toner recognized Co-Chair McGovern who made a motion to refer Citizen’s 
Zoning Petition by Joseph S. Ronayne et al., back to the full City Council with a 
recommendation to forward the Petition to the Housing Committee for further discussion. 
Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 
Councillor Azeem – Yes 
Vice Mayor McGovern – Yes 
Councillor Nolan – Yes 
Councillor Pickett – Yes 
Councillor Siddiqui – Yes 
Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler – Absent 
Councillor Toner – Yes 
Councillor Wilson – Yes 
Mayor Simmons – Yes 
Yes – 8, No – 0, Absent – 1. Motion passed. 
 
Co-Chair Toner recognized Councillor Nolan who made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 
Councillor Azeem – Yes 
Vice Mayor McGovern – Yes 
Councillor Nolan – Yes 
Councillor Pickett – Yes 
Councillor Siddiqui – Yes 
Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler – Absent 
Councillor Toner – Yes 
Councillor Wilson – Yes 
Mayor Simmons – Yes 
Yes – 8, No – 0, Absent – 1. Motion passed. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:45p.m. 
 
Attachment A – The City Clerk’s Office received eighteen communications from the public. 
 
Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and 
every City Council Committee meeting.  This is a permanent record. The video for this meeting 
can be viewed at:  
https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/758?view_id=1&redirect=true 
 

 

https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/758?view_id=1&redirect=true
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 A communication was received from Petitioner Joe Ronayne, transmitting a presentation regarding 
multifamily housing. 

 A communication was received from Jeff Roberts, Director of Zoning and Development, transmitting 
a report from the Community Development Department to the Planning Board. 

 A Citizens Zoning Petition Has been received from Joseph S. Ronayne, et al. regarding amending the 
current Articles 4, 5 and 8. 




















































