
ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

COMMITTEE MEETING 

~ MINUTES ~ 

 Tuesday, May 21, 2024 3:00 PM Sullivan Chamber 
                                                                                                                                                   795 Massachusetts Avenue 
                                                                                                                                                          Cambridge, MA 02139 

City of Cambridge Page 1   

 The Ordinance Committee will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, May 21, 2024 from 3:00p.m.-
5:00p.m. to discuss Citizen’s Zoning Petition from Khalida Griffin-Sheperd, et al. to amend the 
Cambridge Zoning Ordinance in Section 11.206.1 and Subsections 11.206.1 and 11.206.2. APP 2024 
#10. 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 
Burhan Azeem Remote    
Marc C. McGovern     
Patricia Nolan    3:08 PM 
Joan Pickett     
Sumbul Siddiqui     
Jivan Sobrinho-Wheeler     
Paul F. Toner Remote    
Ayesha M. Wilson Remote    
E. Denise Simmons     

 
A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Ordinance Committee was held on Tuesday, 
May 21, 2024. The meeting was Called to Order at 3:00 p.m. by the Co- Chair, Councillor 
McGovern. Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2023 adopted by Massachusetts General Court 
and approved by the Governor, the City is authorized to use remote participation. This public 
meeting was hybrid, allowing participation in person, in the Sullivan Chamber, 2nd Floor, City 
Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA and by remote participation via Zoom. 
 
At the request of the Co-Chair, Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 
Councillor Azeem – Present/Remote 
Vice Mayor McGovern – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 
Councillor Nolan – Absent* 
Councillor Siddiqui – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 
Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 
Councillor Toner – Present/Remote 
Councillor Wilson – Present/Remote 
Mayor Simmons – Absent 
Councillor Pickett - Present/In Sullivan Chamber 
Present – 7, Absent – 2. Quorum established. 
*Councillor Nolan was marked present and remote at 3:08p.m. 
 
Co-Chair McGovern offered opening remarks and noted that the Call of the meeting was to 
discuss Citizen’s Zoning Petition by Khalida Griffin-Sheperd, et al. to amend the Cambridge 
Zoning Ordinance in Section 11.206.1 and Subsections 11.206.1 and 11.206.2, Application 2024 
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#10. Present at the meeting was Iram Farooq, Assistant City Manager for the Community 
Development Department (CDD), Chris Cotter, Housing Director, Cassie Arnauld, Housing 
Planner and Megan Bayer, Acting City Solicitor. Co-Chair McGovern shared that the Petitioners 
were present at the meeting as well and included Lee Farris, Kavish Gandhi, and Dan Totten. 
 
Co-Chair McGovern recognized the Petitioners who gave a presentation titled “Affordable 
Housing Trust Zoning Petition”, which was provided in advance of the meeting and included in 
the Agenda Packet. The presentation offered an overview of the petition, funding vouchers, 
expanding membership, member stipends, quarterly reports, and a response to feedback. After 
the presentation, the Petitioners were available to respond to comments and questions from 
Councillors.  
 
Co-Chair McGovern recognized Chris Cotter who gave a presentation titled “Griffin-Sheperd, et 
al. Petition”. The presentation was provided in advance of the meeting and included in the 
Agenda Packet. Chris Cotter reviewed in the presentation Affordable Housing Trust (AHT) 
composition, reporting and stipends, and expanded uses of AHT funds. Chris Cotter noted that 
also included in the Agenda Packet was a letter from the Law Department to the Planning Board 
and AHT as well as the Planning Board’s recommendation regarding the petition.  Co-Chair 
McGovern reviewed the memo from the Planning Board and made note that the Planning Board 
makes no recommendation and has deferred the petition to the City Council, AHT Board, and the 
legislative process.  
 
Co-Chair McGovern opened Public Comment. 
 
Elaine DeRosa, 4 Pleasant Place, Cambridge, MA, offered comments and suggestions related to 
voucher programs and the AHT. 
 
Carolyn Magid, 71 Reed Street, Cambridge, MA, urged the Committee to support the petition. 
 
Teresa Cardosi, 7 Woodrow Wilson Court, Cambridge, MA, offered comments that were in 
favor of housing vouchers, but not funded by the AHT. 
 
James Williamson, Churchill Avenue, Cambridge, MA, offered comments and suggestions 
regarding the presentation.  
 
Catherine Hoffman, 67 Pleasant Street, Cambridge, MA, offered comments that were in favor of 
affordable housing and vouchers. 
 
Suzanne Blier, 5 Fuller Place, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of the petition. 
 
Florie Darwin, 7 Follen Street, Cambridge, MA, offered comments on affordable housing and 
housing vouchers.  
 
Heather Hoffman, 213 Hurley Street, Cambridge, MA, offered comments regarding the City’s 
goals towards affordable housing.  
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Richard Kushnic, 20 Oak Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of the petition.  
 
Glenna Wyman, 25 8th Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in strong support of the petition. 
 
Co-Chair McGovern recognized Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler who had clarifying questions on 
stipends and quarterly reporting. Iram Farooq and Chris Cotter responded and provided a review 
of the type of reporting that is conducted. Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler asked for clarification 
around the AHT and state legislation. Kavish Gandhi shared three possible options and Megan 
Bayer provided additional information.   
 
Co-Chair McGovern recognized Councillor Wilson who shared that she appreciated the 
conversation and the valuable tools and resources that the petitioners are bringing forward. 
Councillor Wilson asked how ARPA funding could be used to help support and invest in a 
program like this if funding was available. Iram Farooq responded by sharing she would have to 
discuss with the Finance team on what the capacity of ARPA funds could be available, and 
provided suggestions on how funding could be created if ARPA was not available as well as 
concerns of using ARPA dollars due to that funding through them may not always be available. 
Councillor Wilson had additional questions for the petitioners who were available to respond.  
 
Co-Chair McGovern recognized Councillor Nolan who had clarifying questions regarding 
funding towards shelter services and vouchers. Megan Bayer responded to assist in clarifying the 
legislation and special act. Chris Cotter offered additional comments to help support comments 
made by the Acting City Solicitor, and shared that the City will work towards reaching the ideas 
and goals that are being brought forward in the discussion.  
 
Co-Chair McGovern made a motion to extend the meeting to 5:20a.m. 
Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 
Councillor Azeem – Yes 
Vice Mayor McGovern – Yes 
Councillor Nolan – Yes 
Councillor Pickett – Yes 
Councillor Siddiqui – Yes 
Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler – Yes 
Councillor Toner – Absent 
Councillor Wilson – Yes 
Mayor Simmons – Absent 
Yes – 7, No – 0, Absent – 2. Motion passed.  
 
Co-Chair McGovern recognized Councillor Azeem who shared he was generally supportive of a 
many different pieces that are being presented at the meeting. Councillor Azeem agreed that it is 
a good idea to look more into the legislation to see if there is a possibility for the City to have 
more options.  
 
Co-Chair McGovern recognized Councillor Pickett thanked the Petitioners for their presentations 
and the examples of different models that were provided and shared that she is interested in 
learning more about what they are proposing. Councillor Pickett also shared concerns about 
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funding resources. Chris Cotter was available to respond and provide more information around 
the funding process. 
 
Co-Chair McGovern recognized Councillor Siddiqui who shared it would be beneficial to focus 
on some of the options that have been discussed and noted that using vouchers may be a quicker 
and easier process than going through the legislature. Councillor Siddiqui shared that she 
appreciated the comments that were made by Megan Bayer on options on how to continue to 
move forward. 
 
Co-Chair McGovern who shared he appreciated the conversation and pointed out the importance 
of having a voucher-based program in Cambridge and listening to the voices of those from the 
AHT. Co-Chair McGovern offered suggestions on ways the City can move forward to reach 
specific goals with inclusionary units and voucher programs. Kavish Gandhi responded to 
comments from Co-Chair McGovern regarding how to offer as many vouchers as possible 
through vouchers and inclusionary units, noting that Cambridge Housing Authority has a similar 
system in place currently. Chris Cotter agreed that it is worth looking into similar programs, but 
noted some challenges that may arise. Lee Farris offered additional comments and suggestions 
regarding a voucher-based program. Megan Bayer pointed out that a project-based voucher 
program is still something the City is exploring and shared preliminary thoughts of how they 
could be used in Cambridge. Co-Chair McGovern highlighted the importance of funding and 
looking at this as an additional expenditure. Co-Chair McGovern shared he would like to see a 
voucher-based program in place sooner rather than later. Co-Chair McGovern shared that he 
does not believe this petition is ready to move forward today and needs additional conversations 
and should remain in the Ordinance Committee. Dan Totten agreed that they and the petitioners 
support anything that moves in a similar direction towards a voucher-based housing program. 
 
Co-Chair McGovern recognized Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler who made a motion to 
adjourn the meeting. 
Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 
Councillor Azeem – Yes 
Vice Mayor McGovern – Yes 
Councillor Nolan – Yes 
Councillor Pickett – Yes 
Councillor Siddiqui – Yes 
Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler – Yes 
Councillor Toner – Absent 
Councillor Wilson – Absent 
Mayor Simmons – Absent 
Yes – 6, No – 0, Absent – 3. Motion passed. 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 5:18p.m. 
 
Attachment A – The City Clerk’s Office received eleven communications.  
 
https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/751?view_id=1&redirect=true 
 

 

https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/751?view_id=1&redirect=true
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A communication was received from Kavish Gandhi, transmitting a presentation regarding Citizen's 
Zoning Petition by Khalida Griffin-Shepaerd, et al. relative to the Affordable Housing Trust. 

A communication was received from Chris Cotter, Housing Director, transmitting a presentation 
regarding the Griffin-Shepherd, et al. Citizen's Zoning Petition. 

A communication was received from Chris Cotter, Housing Director, transmitting a letter from the Law 
Department to the Planning Board and Affordable Housing Trust. 

A communication was received from Jeff Roberts, Director of Zoning and Development, transmitting a 
memo with the Planning Boards recommendation. 

A Zoning Petition Has been received from Khalida Griffin-Sheperd et al. regarding Affordable Housing 
Trust Zoning. 


























