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COMMITTEE MEETING 

~ MINUTES ~ 
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                                                                                                                                                   795 Massachusetts Avenue 

                                                                                                                                                         Cambridge, MA 02139 
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 The Finance Committee will conduct a public hearing to discuss the City and School budgets 

covering the fiscal period July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Dennis J. Carlone     

Patricia Nolan     

Burhan Azeem Remote    

Alanna Mallon    10:10 AM 

Marc C. McGovern     

Sumbul Siddiqui     

E. Denise Simmons Remote    

Quinton Zondervan Remote    

Paul F. Toner Remote    

 

 

A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Finance Committee was held on Tuesday, 

May 16, 2023. The meeting was Called to Order at 10:00 a.m. by the Chair, Councillor Carlone. 

Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2023 adopted by Massachusetts General Court and approved 

by the Governor, the City is authorized to use remote participation. This public meeting was 

hybrid, allowing participation in person, in the Sullivan Chamber, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 795 

Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA and by remote participation via zoom. 

At the request of the Chair, Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Present/Remote 

Councillor Carlone – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Absent* 

Councillor McGovern – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Nolan – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Simmons – Present/Remote 

Councillor Toner – Present/Remote 

Councillor Zondervan – Present/Remote 

Mayor Siddiqui – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Present – 8, Absent – 1. Quorum established.  

*Vice Mayor Mallon was marked present in the Sullivan Chamber at 10:10 a.m. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone offered opening remarks and noted that the call of the meeting 

was to discuss the City budget covering the fiscal period July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024. Present at 

the meeting was City Manager Yi-An Huang, Deputy City Manager, Owen O’Riordan, Assistant 
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City Manager for Finance, David Kale, Budget Director, Taha Jennings, and Deputy Budget 

Director, Angela Pierre. Councillor Carlone shared that the City Council had the opportunity to 

submit questions for Departments in advance of the hearing (Attachment A) to use as a 

guideline during the budget discussions. It was noted that Councillor Zondervan planned on 

pulling every department and had two standard questions for each department which are included 

in the attachment.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone opened Public Comment.  

Clara Hendricks, 6 Rice Circle, Cambridge, MA, Co-Chair of Library Services, shared concerns 

about leadership within the Library Department. 

Justin Saif, 259 Hurley Street, Cambridge, MA, urged the Council to increase the budget towards 

the affordable housing trust to meet affordable housing goals in Cambridge. 

Charles Teague, 90 Jackson Street, Cambridge, MA, offered comments and concerns on trees in 

Cambridge and and asked for more funds go towards the forestry budget and that the Urban 

Forest Master Plan be a priority. 

Heather Hoffman, 213 Hurley Street, Cambridge, MA, urged the City to implement the Urban 

Forestry Master Plan to help reach goals climate change goals and offered comments on 

affordable housing. 

John Pitkin, 18 Fayette Street, Cambridge, MA, agreed with comments made by previous 

speakers on the Urban Forestry Master Plan and shared that canopy in Cambridge is critical. 

CAMBRIDGE HEALTH ALLIANCE 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone introduced Derrick Neal, Chief Public Officer who was joined by 

Deborah Odunze, Deputy Chief Public Health Officer, and noted that Dr. Assaasd Sayah, Chief 

Executive Officer, was joined via Zoom. Dr. Sayah and his team were available to respond to 

questions and concerns. 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Councillor Zondervan who asked for clarification on 

what the $7.9 million dollars covers for the Cambridge Health Alliance (CHA) so the Council 

and the City has a better understanding on what is being funded and what is being cut within in 

the Department. Dr. Sayah shared that he is not prepared to provide information on where the 

funds will be going because that information is not public within the CHA, noting that expenses 

should be matching income and it requires difficult decisions. Councillor Zondervan shared 

concerns about the Council not being able to know what the budget is being used towards and 

urged the CHA to provide information. 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Councillor Simmons who stressed the importance that 

the CHA is receiving the necessary funds to help the community now and in the future. 

Councillor Simmons shared that she supports renovating the campus at 119 Windsor Street, 

better funding for the department in general, and the overall budget. Dr. Sayah agreed that the 

Windsor Street location could benefit from having renovations done to help maintain the 

building and to serve the community the best way possible.  
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The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Councillor Nolan who asked if there was an annual 

assessment done and filed for the needs of the City. Derrick Neal shared that a community health 

improvement plan and community health assessment are completed to determine the health 

needs of the community, which are available on the CHA website. Councillor Nolan asked for 

the status of the Birth Center, noting that it is a big interest to the community and the Council. 

Dr. Sayah shared that the Birth Center needs to be modernized in the way that it operates and 

focuses on serving more of the vulnerable population. Councillor Nolan shared concerns on the 

Birth Center and urged CHA to better serve the women who need their assistance. Dr. Sayah 

clarified that the Birth Center never closed, birthing patients was stopped during the pandemic 

because of the Hospital’s ability to keep an environment where patients could get appropriate 

care and minimize the spread of COVID.  

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Councillor McGovern who suggested that the Council 

receive an update from CHA or the City Manager yearly or quarterly, so members are up to date 

with information pertaining to the Hospital. Councillor McGovern agreed with comments made 

by Councillor Zondervan regarding not knowing where the funds for the budget will be going.  

Councillor McGovern asked for an update on Mental Health Services in CHA. Dr. Sayah was 

available to respond and shared that CHA is the largest provider in the State for psychiatric care 

and has committed to adding 25 additional adult beds to help those in need. 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Mayor Siddiqui who asked for a timeline on when 

staffing cut decisions will be made. Dr. Sayah shared that the decisions and information will be 

made public during the month of May. Mayor Siddiqui shared that she agrees there should be 

more discussion with the CHA and the City Manager around the structure of the relationship 

between the City and CHA.  

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Vice Mayor Mallon who shared that it was hard for 

her to understand and justify where CHA is making cuts to the Public Health Department in 

some of the critical roles when there are not being cuts made in other areas. City Manager Huang 

noted that based on conversations that took place with CHA, the budget reflects that. The City 

Manager shared that he appreciates the concerns that have been brought forward. The Vice 

Mayor agreed that there should be conversations in the future about long-term feasibility 

between the City and the CHA. 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone shared that there was a strong message coming from the 

Councillors which he hopes will be addressed moving forward, both with short-term and long-

term goals.  

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Councillor Zondervan who made the following 

motion, That City Manager be and hereby is requested to adjust the Health Alliance 

Budget to ensure that all services provided to the City of Cambridge by the Health Alliance 

for Public Health Department needs and staff are fully funded, and to adjust the Capital 

Budget to ensure all necessary repairs are made to the Windsor Street clinic. (Copy 

Attached) 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Absent 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 
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Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Absent 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 7, No – 0, Absent – 2. Motion passed. 

 

ORDERED: That City Manager be and hereby is requested to adjust the Health Alliance 

Budget to ensure that all services provided to the City of Cambridge by the Health Alliance 

for Public Health Department needs and staff are fully funded, and to adjust the Capital 

Budget to ensure all necessary repairs are made to the Windsor Street clinic. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Vice Mayor Mallon who made a motion to 

forward the Cambridge Health Alliance budget to the full City Council with a negative 

recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Absent 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Present 

Councillor Toner – Absent 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 6, No – 0, Present – 1, Absent – 2. Motion passed. 

 

Meeting recessed at 12:15p.m. 

 

The Finance Committee reconvened at approximately 1:00p.m. 

At the request of the Chair, Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Absent * 

Councillor Carlone – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor McGovern – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Nolan – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Simmons – Absent 

Councillor Toner – Absent 

Councillor Zondervan – Present/Remote 

Mayor Siddiqui – Absent* 

Present – 5, Absent – 4. Quorum established. 

*Councillor Azeem was marked present and remote at 1:07p.m. 

*Mayor Siddiqui was marked present and in the Sullivan Chamber at 1:16p.m. 
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The Chair, Councillor Carlone opened Public Comment. 

 

Lee Farris, 269 Norfolk Street, Cambridge, MA, shared that they would like to make sure that 

the budget has funds to purchase properties for affordable housing and a plan that balances goals, 

a focus on community outreach, fund the Urban Forest Master Plan 

 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone introduced Kathy Watkins, Commissioner of Public Works, and 

her team. Councillors offered comments on tree canopy, the Urban Forestry Master Plan 

(UFMP), and energy efficient goals. Kathy Watkins and her team were available to respond, 

noting that public health, the environment, and employment are three main focuses for the 

Department. Kathy Watkins shared that there is almost 1.7 million dollars in the tree fund and in 

both FY24 and FY25 capital budget there is funding towards trees, noting that the Department is 

focusing on the most sustainable and economic way to meet the overall planting goals in the 

UFMP. Councillor Zondervan and Councillor Nolan urged the Department to reach out for 

assistance from the Council whenever it is needed to help reach climate change goals.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone made a motion to forward the Department of Public Works 

budget to the full City Council with a favorable recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Absent 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons - Absent 

Councillor Toner – Absent 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 6, No – 0, Absent – 3. Motion passed. 

 

WATER DEPARTMENT 

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone introduced Mark Gallagher, Acting Managing Director for the 

Water Department, who was joined by his team Julie Greenwood-Torelli, Director of Water 

Operations, Fred Centanni, Director of Administration, and Elisabeth Barr, Administrative and 

Fiscal Operation Manager. Councillor Carlone opened the discussion to Councillors. Mark 

Gallagher shared information on PFAS levels and noted that the industry and EP standards have 

shared that their equipment cannot test down to a zero level, and anything below two parts per 

trillion is considered non detectable. Councillor Zondervan shared that he would be in favor of 

any budget that would help with the Cambridge water supply. Councillor Nolan shared worries 

from residents and business owners, specifically coffee shops, that are concerned about the water 

supply damaging equipment and offered comments on climate changes concerning rain and long-

term droughts. The Water Department shared that they are in the process of consulting an 

engineering firm to put together a Drought Management Plan. 
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The Chair, Councillor Carlone, made a motion to forward the Water Department budget 

to the full City Council with a favorable recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons - Absent 

Councillor Toner – Absent 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 7, No – 0, Absent – 2. Motion passed. 

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Iram Farooq, Assistant City Manager for the 

Community Development Department (CDD) who was joined by Sandra Clark, Chief of 

Administration, and many members of her Leadership team. Iram Farooq shared that the priority 

of CDD is to provide livable, sustainable, and equitable solutions in Cambridge by working with 

the City Manager to align their work with City Council goals. Iram Farooq shared that six 

outreach workers from underrepresented communities have recently been hired to help CDD 

connect with their communities to ensure goals are being met and that community members have 

access to all the CDD is able to provide.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Councillor Zondervan who shared that he appreciated 

all the work that CDD does and is happy to see they are increasing staffing to help address 

issues. Councillor Zondervan asked for an update on inclusionary housing preferences. Chris 

Cotter, Housing Director, noted that although Housing has been short staffed, they are 

prioritizing day to day operations of the program and have been busier then ever with the 

inclusionary rental program, and three new buildings were opened with more than 200 units in 

the last year.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Councillor Simmons who read a prepared statement 

which voiced her concerns around the Community Development budget, specifically towards the 

Affordable Housing Trust (Attachment B). Councillor Simmons brought forward a proposed 

Policy Order and the Chair opened the floor for discussion. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Councillor McGovern who shared that it is not a lot to 

ask that the Affordable Housing Trust budget increase at the same rate as the overall city budget 

increases and noted that if affordable housing is a goal of the City then everyone needs to work 

towards making housing one of the top budget priorities. Councillor McGovern shared that he 

supports the proposed Policy Order. 
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The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Vice Mayor Mallon who noted that it is important to 

think about the different ways in which the City can fund affordable housing that may not be part 

of the City budget. Iram Farooq shared that whenever there has been a property that the City is 

looking to purchase, CDD has been able to get free cash to support it, which is something that 

the City Manager and other staff have expressed their willingness to continue doing this format 

because it allows for more flexibility. Chris Cotter was available to respond and shared the 

process of how CDD uses the affordable housing trust when looking at properties. Vice Mayor 

Mallon shared that the City’s commitment to affordable housing and funding affordable housing 

is very strong.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone offered comments and suggestions about leasing land, similar to 

what Boston does, noting that it could be a more progressive way of achieving a better end goal, 

and properties could be used differently depending on the neighborhood the land is in.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Councillor Nolan who shared concerns about the 

proposed Policy Order and where the increase of funds would be coming from. Councillor 

McGovern shared that the City does not have to cut funds from other departments to appropriate 

free cash.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Mayor Siddiqui who shared that she would like to see 

work going towards increasing the homeownership programs, noting that it is a way to keep 

families and children in the City who may not be able to afford a home. Iram Farooq responded 

and noted that the Department is currently working with the Trust to complete a proposal for 

modifying the homeownership program by taking a closer look at the resale formula and 

inheritance. Chris Cotter shared that the Home Bridge program just recapitalized with $6 million 

dollars of new funding from the trust that should last over a year and noted that Home Bridge is 

one program that CDD has which does not have a waiting list.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Councillor Zondervan who shared that he was in favor 

of the proposed Policy Order and believes that the increase in funding is a reasonable request. 

City Manager Huang offered comments on the proposed Policy Order and free cash. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone shared he was in favor of the proposed Policy Order and that the 

City should be doing more to work towards open space, the environment, pedestrian safety, and 

streets and suggested there should be an urban design and sociological strategy to make these 

plans work and to be successful. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Councillor Simmons who made the following 

motion, That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to increase the Affordable 

Housing Trust budget in FY24 by 7.1% to equal the increase of the overall city budget, 

increase the Affordable Housing Trust budget by $20 million through a free cash 

appropriation, outside of the FY24 budget, and engage in creating a 3-year plan to increase 

the Affordable Housing Trust budget to 10% of the overall City budget. (Copy attached) 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – No 

7.3

Packet Pg. 463

M
in

u
te

s 
A

cc
ep

ta
n

ce
: 

M
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
M

ay
 1

6,
 2

02
3 

10
:0

0 
A

M
  (

C
o

m
m

it
te

e 
R

ep
o

rt
s)



Minutes Finance Committee May 16, 2023 

City of Cambridge Page 8   

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – No 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Absent 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 6, No – 2, Absent – 1.  Motion passed. 

 

OREDERD: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to increase the Affordable 

Housing Trust budget in FY24 by 7.1% to equal the increase of the overall city budget, 

increase the Affordable Housing Trust budget by $20 million through a free cash 

appropriation, outside of the FY24 budget, and engage in creating a 3-year plan to increase 

the Affordable Housing Trust budget to 10% of the overall City budget. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone, made a motion to forward the Community Development 

Department budget to the full City Council with a favorable recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Absent 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons - Yes 

Councillor Toner – Absent 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 7, No – 0, Absent – 2. Motion passed. 

 

The Finance Committee went into recess. 

 

The Finance Committee reconvened at approximately 4:07p.m. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Absent 

Councillor Carlone – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor McGovern- Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Nolan – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Simmons – Present/Remote 

Councillor Toner – Absent 

Councillor Zondervan – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Mayor Siddiqui – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Present – 7, Absent - 2. Quorum established. 

 

HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
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The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Charles Sullivan, Executive Director of the Historical 

Commission, to respond to questions and comments from Councillors. Councillor Simmons 

thanked Charles Sullivan for the work that is being done restoring St. Augustine African 

Orthodox Church and for all of the outreach that is done not only with the interfaith communities 

looking for assistance in restoration, but for all the work that is done to help historic 

preservation. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone made a motion to forward the Historical Commission 

budget to the full City Council with a favorable recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Absent 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Absent 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 7, No – 0. Absent – 2. Motion passed. 

 

LIBRARY 

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Maria McCauley, Director of Libraries, and her team 

for comments on the Library’s budget. Maria McCauley shared that Cambridge Public Libraries 

are committed to providing services through free and equitable goals and reviewed the many 

teams that assist with the public when they are in the libraries, including youth and adult 

services, STEAM initiatives, and collaborations with the School Department. Councillor 

McGovern thanked Maria McCauley and her staff for continuing to create a safe environment 

and a welcoming place for everybody.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone made a motion to forward the Library budget to the full 

City Council with a favorable recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Absent 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Absent 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 7, No – 0, Absent – 2. Motion passed. 

 

CABLE TELEVISION 
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The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Calvin Lindsay, Director of 22-City View, who was 

available to respond to comments and questions from Councillors. Calvin Lindsay shared that the 

main goal for Cable TV is for residents and the public to have access to municipal government. 

He shared that the department is currently involved with the ongoing project of digitizing 

Council and Committee meetings so the public and Councillors have access to records going 

back to the mid 1980’s to early 1990’s. Councillor Zondervan shared that he would like to see 

the Department focus on getting a YouTube channel available to be able to stream meetings and 

other City events to the public. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone, made a motion to forward the Cable Television budget to 

the full City Council with a favorable recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Absent 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Absent 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 7, No – 0, Absent – 2. Motion passed. 

 

DEBT SERVICES 

 

David Kale shared that Debt Services is an interdepartmental effort to get all the information 

together collaboratively. David Kale and Michele Kincaid, Assistant Finance Director, outlined 

the projects that are used with City funds and how the debt is managed through prescribed ratios 

and that it is critical to pay back debt in a reasonable amount of time based on policy.  Councillor 

Zondervan asked for clarification on whether the City would be able to borrow money to go 

towards affordable homeownership units and subsidized housing, to which David Kale noted that 

the Bond Counsel did prior legal research and under the state statute that it is not a possible 

option to borrow money for that specific purpose.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Councillor Nolan who made a motion to 

forward the Library budget to the full City Council with a favorable recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Absent 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Absent 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Absent 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 
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Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 6, No – 0, Absent – 3. Motion passed. 

 

CAPITAL BUIDLING PROJECTS 

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Rebecca Fuentes, Deputy Chief Operating Officer, 

who was joined by the Nick Stoutt, Assistant Commissioner for Architectural Services for the 

Department of Public Works and Brendon Roy, Manager of Capital Building Programs. Rebecca 

Fuentes and her team shared that the Capital Buildings projects is a team of architects and 

engineers who are working on multiple design and construction projects throughout the City and 

shared what the future staffing plans look like. It was noted that some of the projects are 

managed by the City Manager’s Office, and some are through the Department of Public Works. 

Councillor Nolan noted the importance of building facilities that are net-zero eliminating fossil 

fuels should be built into all new projects going forward. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone made a motion to forward the Capital Building Project 

budget to the full City Council with a favorable recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Absent 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Absent 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 6, No – 0, Absent – 3. Motion passed. 

 

WOMEN’S COMMISSION 

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Kimberly Sansoucy, Executive Director, who was 

joined by Emily Shield, Project Coordinator. Kimberly Sansouct shared that the Women’s 

Commission is dedicated to serving Cambridge residents through advocacy, collaboration, and 

public awareness.  Councillor Zondervan, Councillor McGovern, Councillor Nolan, and 

Councillor Carlone thanked the Women’s Commission for all their hard work that is dedicated to 

Cambridge youth and residents, especially the work that is done around promoting youth in 

sports.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone made a motion to forward the Women’s Commission 

budget to the full City Council with a favorable recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Absent 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 
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Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Absent 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 6, No – 0, Absent – 3. Motion passed. 

 

The Cambridge City Council’s Finance Committee recessed at 5:24p.m. and will reconvene 

on Thursday, May 18, 2023, at 9:00a.m. 

 

On Thursday, May 18, 2023, the Cambridge City Council’s Finance Committee that 

recessed on May 16, 2023, reconvened at 9:00a.m. by the Chair, Councillor Nolan. Pursuant 

to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2023 adopted by Massachusetts General Court and approved by the 

Governor, the City is authorized to use remote participation. This public meeting was hybrid, 

allowing participation in person, in the Sullivan Chamber, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 795 

Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA and by remote participation via zoom. 

At the request of the Chair, Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Present/Remote 

Councillor Carlone – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Vice Mayor Mallon - Absent* 

Councillor McGovern – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Nolan – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Simmons – Absent* 

Councillor Toner – Present/Remote 

Councillor Zondervan – Present/Remote 

Mayor Siddiqui – Present/Remote 

Present – 7, Absent – 2. Quorum established. 

*Vice Mayor Mallon was marked present in the Sullivan Chamber at 9:41a.m. 

*Councillor Simmons was marked present and remote at 9:41a.m. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan offered opening remarks and noted that the call of the meeting was 

to continue the discussion on the City budget covering the fiscal period July 1, 2023 to June 30, 

2024. Present at the meeting was City Manager Yi-An Huang, Deputy City Manager, Owen 

O’Riordan, Assistant City Manager for Finance, David Kale, Budget Director, Taha Jennings, 

and Deputy Budget Director, Angela Pierre.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan opened Public Comment. 

 

Young Kim, 17 Norris Street, Cambridge, MA, shared concerns on the Capital Budget and 

appropriations, and shared that the Capital Budget should be transparent and have accountability 

identifying any changes in the FY24 budget. 

 

Joan Pickett, 59 Ellery Street, Cambridge, MA, offered comments on the AHO, traffic 

congestion, parking concerns, and the Cycling Safety Ordinance.  

 

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
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The Chair, Councillor Nolan introduced Crystal Rosa, Language Access Manager for the Human 

Rights Commission, who was joined by Sarah Binney, Director of Operations and Carolona 

Almonte, Attorney Investigator. Crystal Rosa and her team made themselves available to 

respond to questions and concerns from Councillors. The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized 

Councillor Zondervan for questions. Crystal Rosa shared that they believe that the Human Rights 

Commission has the funding it needs given the current capacity. It was shared that any additional 

funding would be used to grow the department to help expand the strength and frequency of 

programming and outreach. Crystal Rosa noted that a yearly written progress report is something 

that can be discussed with the City Manager once the position of Executive Director is filled.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan made a motion to forward the Human Rights Commission 

budget to the full City Council with a favorable recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Absent 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Absent 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 7, No – 0, Absent – 2. Motion passed. 

 

MWRA AND CHERRY SHEET 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Zondervan who asked if the City had done a 

complete analysis on what it would cost to switch to MWRA as the permanent water supply. 

Deputy City Manager O’Riordan shared that through discussions, it has been determined from a 

legal perspective that it is impossible to move away from the City’s water supply to the MWRA. 

Councillor Zondervan noted that this is something he would like to have further conversations 

about in the future.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan made a motion to forward the MWRA and Cherry Street 

budget to the full City Council with a favorable recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Absent 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Absent 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 
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Yes – 7, No – 0, Absent – 2. Motion passed. 

 

VETERAN’S SERVICES 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Neil MacInnes-Barker, Director of Veteran’ Services 

who was joined by Cynthia Harris, Deputy Director. Neil MacInnes-Barker shared that the 

Veteran Service Department is a supported network of services and benefits to ensure that none 

of 500,000 Veterans in Massachusetts who served our Country honorably, or their dependents, 

will be homeless, hungry, or medically deprived. The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized 

Councillor McGovern, Councillor Zondervan, and Councillor Simmons who all thanked Neil 

MacInnes-Barker and his team for the extraordinary work they do every day to help those who 

need it. Director MacInnes-Barker and Deputy Director Harris shared goals of the Department, 

reviewed events that Veterans are involved in, and responded to questions on the outreach that 

were done to help unhoused Veterans and marginalized members of the community. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Simmons who made a motion to 

forward the Verteran’s Services budget to the full City Council with a favorable 

recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 9, No – 0. Motion passed. 

 

HUMAN SERVICES 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan introduced Ellen Semonoff, Assistant City Manager for Human 

Services (DHSP) who was joined by her leadership team. Ellen Semonoff shared that it is a 

priority of the Department on how services are funded in the community because DHSP delivers 

services to the community and is also a major funder of community partners, which is reflection 

of City Council goals. Ellen Semonoff shared that with the increase of DHSP’s budget a focus of 

goals will be working towards the development and implementation of Universal Pre-K, 

expansion of after school programs, and providing services to address the needs of the unhoused 

community.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Zondervan who thanked DHSP staff for all 

their work and stressed that he would like to have more information on the demographics of 

people who pay dues at the Fresh Pond Golf Course. Councillor Zondervan shared his 

excitement for the Green Jobs Specialist position and Sue Walsh, Assistant Director for Adult 

and Family Services was able to provide detail on the goals and vision of the new position. 
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Councillor Zondervan noted the importance of ensuring the Department is helping Transgender 

and Non-Binary residents who are unhoused and other struggles within the community. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor McGovern who offered comments on the 

struggles the unhoused community faces and the challenges that come with the Department and 

the City to all of those in need of somewhere to live. Councillor McGovern shared how 

important the Meals Program is, not just because it provides food, but it is an opportunity to 

check in with people to make sure they are doing ok in other aspects of their lives and noted that 

he would support having a program like this continue. Councillor McGovern stressed the 

importance of having a Day Drop-In Center to help the unhoused community not only at night 

with shelters but be able to provide a positive service to them in the daytime as well.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan asked DHSP if this budget would be able to continue to provide 

critical services to those affected by the opioid crisis, noting that the number of overdoses that 

result in death in Cambridge is not declining. Ellen Semonoff and Councillor McGovern shared 

that there will be a Committee meeting held on June 13, 2023 concentrating on overdose 

prevention sites. Ellen Semonoff shared that there is ongoing funding, both from the State and 

the City, which will continue the abiliity to help those who need it, and noted that her 

Department will continue discussions with the City as well as the Public Health Department 

regarding outreach and how to expand the work that is already ongoing.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Mayor Siddiqui who thanked DHSP for all of their 

work and shared that her office has been working very closely with the Multi-Service Center to 

help residents.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Carlone who made a motion to 

forward the Human Services budget to the full City Council with a favorable 

recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 9, No – 0. Motion passed. 

 

CITY OVERVIEW 

No Discussion and no vote needed. 

 

FINANCIAL SUMMARIES 

No Discussion and no vote needed. 
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REVENUE 

No vote needed. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Zondervan who asked if the payment in lieu 

of taxes for the FY24 budget will be the $8 million dollars for Harvard and MIT and asked if 

there was any possibility of renegotiation or if the City needs to stick with the contract. David 

Kale confirmed that a majority of payments received do come from Harvard and MIT and that 

the current language in the contract does allow the City at some points within in the agreement, 

the possibility of additional conversations, noting that they were 20 and 40 year agreements that 

were signed by a previous City Manager. Councillor Zondervan also had a question on the $60 

million in free cash that would be used as an operating revenue source. David Kale and his team 

were available to provide a response.  

 

PUBLIC INVESTMENT 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan had a question regarding fossil fuel investment in facilities. David 

Kale shared that there was an amendment made to the City’s investment policy last year to 

include fossil fuel and offered insight into the State law that deals with stocks in the City’s trust.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Toner who asked if Commissioner Watkins 

could provide a review of the City’s plan on installing bicycle lanes and other amenities around 

the City. Commissioner Watkin was available to respond and provided an update on bike lanes, 

sidewalks, bus lanes, and utilities. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Vice Mayor Mallon who asked what the safety 

measures for pedestrians on Massachusetts Avenue will look like, noting that Mass. Ave is 

extremely busy with both motor vehicle and bicyclist traffic. Commissioner Watkins shared that 

a working group was newly created to help work out the design of Mass. Ave, and will look at 

additional signals, flashing beacons, and curb extensions, among other things. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor McGovern who suggested that a summary 

be prepared to help the residents understand the goals and vision on the future of Mass. Ave. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Carlone who offered suggestions on 

pedestrian safety and retail spaces on Mass Ave and hopes that there will be a lot of pedestrian 

amenities and safety improvements moving forward. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Azeem who asked if Commissioner Watkins 

thinks that there would be the possibility of reducing the number of lanes on Mass. Ave. 

Commissoner Watkins shared that the current analysis does not include narrowing lanes right 

now, but it is something that could be reviewed in the future as a part of a larger project. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Carlone who made a motion to 

forward the Public Investment budget to the full City Council with a favorable 

recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 
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Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Absent 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 8, No – 1. Motion passed. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Carlone who made a motion to refer 

the six Appropriations back to the full City Council with a favorable recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Absent 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 8, No – 0, Absent – 1. Motion passed. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Vice Mayor Mallon who made a motion to 

adjourn the meeting. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Absent 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 8, No – 0, Absent – 1. Meeting adjourned. 

 

Attachment A – Questions submitted by Councillors to Departments 

Attachment B – Prepared written statement from Councillor Simmons 

The City Clerk’s Office received 9 written communications, Attachments C-K. 

 

Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and 

every City Council Committee meeting.  This is a permanent record. The video for these 

meetings can be viewed at: 
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https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/510?view_id=1&redirect=true&h=f2e7db4c98652

36df46860eeb951623b 

https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/507?view_id=1&redirect=true&h=265b7a52142a

045cec13ad70d64a9892 

 
 

 

 Transmitting Communication from Yi-An Huang, City Manager, relative to the FY2024 submitted 

budget and appropriation orders. . 

 A communication was received from Budget Director Taha Jennings, transmitting the Schedule for 

the upcoming Budget hearings. 

 A communication transmitted from Yi-An Huang, City Manager, relative to relative to the 

appropriation and authorization to borrow $50,000,000 to provide funds for the reconstruction of the 

Mass Avenue between Waterhouse Street and Alewife Parkway. 

 A communication transmitted from Yi-An Huang, City Manager, relative to appropriation and 

authorization to borrow $35,350,000 to provide funds for the Municipal Facilities Improvement Plan. 

Funds will support upgrades to the 689 Mass Avenue Interior; upgrades at the Moses Youth Center; 

Interior fit-out of Rindge Pre-K building; electric vehicle charging station infrastructure at several 

municipal buildings; and additional work at Inman and East Cambridge Fire Houses; First Street 

Garage upgrades to stairs and elevator; and other City building upgrades. 

 A communication transmitted from Yi-An Huang, City Manager, relative to appropriation and 

authorization to borrow $2,500,000 to provide funds for the construction of the Peabody School 

Playground and Corcoran (Raymond Street) park. 

 A communication transmitted from Yi-An Huang, City Manager, relative to appropriation and 

authorization to borrow $1,800,000 to provide funds for financing school building upgrades. 

 A communication transmitted from Yi-An Huang, City Manager, relative to the appropriation and 

authorization to borrow $51,500,000 to provide funds for the construction of sewer separation, storm 

water management and combined sewer overflow reduction elimination improvements within the 

Port and River Street areas as well as the Sewer Capital Repairs Program and climate change 

preparedness efforts. 

 A communication transmitted from Yi-An Huang, City Manager, relative to the appropriation and 

authorization to borrow $26,000,000 to provide funds for the reconstruction of various City streets, 

sidewalks and bike facilities. $15,000,000 of this loan order is attributable to the improvement project 

related to sewer infrastructure upgrades on River Street, which include full depth roadway 

reconstruction, new sidewalks, new street trees and various other street improvements. 
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