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 The Finance Committee will conduct a public hearing to discuss the School Department budget 

covering the fiscal period July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Dennis J. Carlone     

Patricia Nolan     

Burhan Azeem Remote    

Alanna Mallon     

Marc C. McGovern     

Sumbul Siddiqui     

E. Denise Simmons Remote   6:19 PM 

Quinton Zondervan Remote    

Paul F. Toner Remote    

 

 

A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Finance Committee was held on Wednesday, 

May 10, 2023. The meeting was Called to Order at 6:00 p.m. by the Chair, Councillor Nolan. 

Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2023 adopted by Massachusetts General Court and approved 

by the Governor, the City is authorized to use remote participation. This public meeting was 

hybrid, allowing participation in person, in the Sullivan Chamber, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 795 

Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA and by remote participation via zoom. 

At the request of the Chair, Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Nolan – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Azeem – Present/Remote 

Councillor Carlone -Absent 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor McGovern – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Simmons – Absent* 

Councillor Toner – Present/Remote 

Councillor Zondervan – Present/Remote 

Mayor Siddiqui – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Present – 7, Absent – 2. Quorum established. 

*Councillor Simmons was marked present and remote at 6:19p.m. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan offered opening remarks and noted that the call of the meeting was 

to discuss the School Department budget covering the fiscal period July 1, 2023 to June 30, 

2024. Councillor Nolan introduced Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Victoria Greer, who was 
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joined by School Committee members and School Department staff who were participating both 

in person and via Zoom. 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Vice Chair Rachel Weinstein, School Committee 

member, who gave a brief overview of the School Department budget process and shared her 

excitement for passing the budget unanimously at the School Committee meeting. They shared 

that the budget reflects and responds to what was heard from the community and is aligned with 

a strategic plan that has been worked on by both the School Department and the School 

Committee and is a step forward for the students.  

The Chair, Councillor Nolan opened Public Comment. 

Banke Oluwole, 73 Bolton Street, MA,Specialist at the Fletcher Maynard Academy, read 

highlights from an email that was sent to the City Council that shared concerns of the 

transparency of the budget process regarding parents and public input. 

Maritza Soto, 82 Fresh Pond Parkway, Cambridge, MA, urged the City that more funds and 

resources go towards other schools to help Special Need students and students with IEPs to help 

population needs and not just enrollment numbers. 

Sara Flynn, 103 Larch Road, Cambridge, MA, shared concerns about the proposed staff cuts to 

paraprofessionals and interventionists and urged the School Department to reconsider and make 

room for the staff to be able to stay to help the students who need it. 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Dr. Greer who gave a presentation titled “Cambridge 

Public School FY 2024 Adopted Budget” (Attachment A). The presentation reviewed strategic 

objectives and initiatives and shared that the budget would be supporting the salary increases for 

employees and operational costs, enrollment, students, school-based needs, investments that are 

aligned with the 2022-2025 district plan, and will help continued organizational realignment.  

The Chair, Councillor Nolan shared that the City Council had submitted six questions 

(Attachment B) to the School Department which have already received answers but would like 

to review and discuss them further. It was noted by the Chair that the six questions came from 

Councillor McGovern and herself. Dr. Greer, along with her team, offered more insight and 

clarity into the responses that were provided in advance of the meeting and made themselves 

available to respond to any further questions or concerns that were brought forward by 

Councillors. Councillor Nolan shared concerns about the budget and not seeing the results in 

students that the City and the School Department strive to see. 

The Chair, Councilor Nolan recognized Councillor Zondervan who shared that he has similar 

concerns as Councillor Nolan about not seeing the results that are needed in the schools. 

Councillor Zondervan asked if by letting go paraprofessionals that were hired during COVID 

would affect students who may be relying on them for assistance post pandemic. Dr. Greer 

shared that paraprofessionals were hired to help with assisting students during COVID to help 

with smaller class sizes and distancing. Councillor Zondervan shared that he feels the right 

decisions are not being made towards the overall budget.  
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The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Vice Mayor Mallon who thanked everyone for their 

efforts towards the budget. She had a question on the RSTA review and if there was a job 

inventory during the review to help replace jobs that may not have a successful career path in the 

world right now. Dr. Greer shared that a review was done, and many jobs came from student 

interests, and there will be a shift in the future to adapt to jobs that are no longer needed in the 

community. Vice Mayor Mallon shared that she is excited to see the evolution of RSTA in the 

future to help students succeed in the world.  

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Toner who shared he would like to see 

added focus on the RSTA program and workforce development to help young people and the 

economy. Councillor Toner shared his excitement for the accomplishments of the School 

Department, including afterschool programs, AP classes, electives, and sports programs. He 

shared that there is always be room for improvement and would also like to see better results in 

the classroom. 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Azeem who asked the School Department 

about their thoughts on the conversations and criticism around eighth grade algebra. School 

Committee Member David Weinstein responded by sharing that it is something that the 

Committee is in strong support of and are looking at how to align algebra with the School 

Department’s goals and values. Councillor Azeem thanked the Committee and the School 

Department for their hard work. 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Mayor Siddiqui who made a motion to forward 

the School Departments FY24 Budget to the full City Council with a favorable 

recommendation.  

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Absent 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – No 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillot Zondervan – No 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 6, No – 2, Absent – 1. Motion passed. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Simmons who thanked the School 

Department for their extraordinary work with children and families.  

The Chair, Councillor Nolan made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Absent 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 
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Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 8, No – 0, Absent – 1. Meeting adjourned at 7:56p.m.  

 

Attachment A – Presentation titled “Cambridge Public School FY 2024 Adopted Budget” 

Attachment B – City Council Questions: School Committee Budget 

 

Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and 

every City Council Committee meeting.  This is a permanent record. The video for this meeting 

can be viewed at: 

https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/502?view_id=1&redirect=true&h=6769734cf760c

0a6224468d567aa7959 

 
 

 

 

 Transmitting Communication from Yi-An Huang, City Manager, relative to the FY2024 submitted 

budget and appropriation orders. . 

 A communication was received from Budget Director Taha Jennings, transmitting the Schedule for 

the upcoming Budget hearings. 

 A communication was received from Elaine Carrieri Executive Assistant Office of the 

Superintendent Cambridge Public Schools transmitting a presentation slides regarding CPS FY24 

Adopted Budget. 

 A  communication was received from Elaine Carrieri Executive Assistant Office of the 

Superintendent Cambridge Public Schools transmitting FY24 Proposed Budget School Committee 

Questions. 
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