
FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

COMMITTEE MEETING 

~ MINUTES ~ 

 Tuesday, May 9, 2023 9:00 AM Sullivan Chamber 

                                                                                                                                                   795 Massachusetts Avenue 

                                                                                                                                                         Cambridge, MA 02139 
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 The Finance Committee will conduct a public hearing to discuss the City and School budgets 

covering the fiscal period July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Dennis J. Carlone     

Patricia Nolan     

Burhan Azeem Remote    

Alanna Mallon    9:40 AM 

Marc C. McGovern    9:40 AM 

Sumbul Siddiqui     

E. Denise Simmons Remote    

Quinton Zondervan Remote    

Paul F. Toner     

 

 

A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Finance Committee was held on Tuesday, 

May 9, 2023. The meeting was Called to Order at 9:00 a.m. by the Chair, Councillor Nolan. 

Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2023 adopted by Massachusetts General Court and approved 

by the Governor, the City is authorized to use remote participation. This public meeting was 

hybrid, allowing participation in person, in the Sullivan Chamber, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 795 

Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA and by remote participation via zoom. 
 

At the request of the Chair, Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Present/Remote 

Councillor Carlone – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Absent* 

Councillor McGovern – Absent 

Councillor Nolan – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Simmons – Present/Remote 

Councillor Toner – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Zondervan – Present/Remote 

Mayor Siddiqui – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Present – 7, Absent – 2. Quorum established.  

*Vice Mayor Mallon and Councillor McGovern were marked present in the Sullivan Chamber at 
9:40a.m. 
 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan offered opening remarks and shared that the call of the meeting was 
on the city and school budgets covering the fiscal period year July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024. 
Present at the meeting was City Manager Yi-An Huang, who was joined by Deputy City 
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Manager Owen O’Riordan, David Kale, Assistant City Manager for Finance, Taha Jennings, 
Budget Director, Angela Pierre, Deputy Budget Director, Daniel Liss, Principal Budget Analyst, 
and Jackson Price, Budget Analyst/Participatory Budget Coordinator. Joe McCann, City Auditor 
was also present at the meeting.  Councillor Nolan recognized the Finance Committee co-chair, 
Councillor Carlone who offered opening remarks and shared that he believes that the budget 
reflects many of the Council goals and public needs. 

 
The Chair, Councillor Nolan opened public comment and noted that public comment will 
remain open during the entire meeting. 

 

Young Kim, 17 Norris Street, Cambridge, MA, shared that he agreed with funds going towards 

childcare and offered comments on the Cycling Safety Ordinance.  
  

The Chair, Councillor Nolan shared that the City Council had the opportunity to submit 

questions for Departments in advance of the hearing (Attachment A) to use as a guideline 

during the budget discussions. It was noted that Councillor Zondervan planned on pulling every 

department and had two standard questions for each department which are included in the 

attachment.  

 

EXECUTIVE-LEADERSHIP  

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized City Manager Yi-An Huang and his team to speak on 

the budget in regards to the Executive-Leadership office. The City Manager and his team 

responded to Councillor Zondervan’s questions, as well as questions and concerns brought 

forward by Councillor Nolan and Councillor Carlone. The City Manager shared that the primary 

purpose of the Executive Department is to coordinate and align all the departments and work 

with the Council to carry out priorities. City Manager Huang noted that he feels that the 

Executive Leadership team has been focusing on the marginalized communities by trying to 

work with the Council to build into the values and services that need to be delivered, which has 

guided many of the decisions in the City. 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Carlone made a motion to forward the 

Executive-Leadership Department to the full City Council with a favorable 

recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Absent 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – No 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 7, No – 1, Absent – 1, Motion passed. 

 

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
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The Chair, Councillor Nolan made a motion to forward the Mayor and City Council’s 

Budget to the full City Council with a favorable recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem - Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 9, No – 0. Motion passed. 

DIVERSITY, DGVPI, EQUITY AND INCLUSION, PUBLIC INFORMATION, AND 

TOURISM 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Simmons and Councillor Zondervan who 

had questions regarding the budget going towards the Equity and Inclusion Department. City 

Manager Huang and his team, including Deidre Brown, Chief of Equity and Inclusion, were 

available to respond to questions. Deidre Brown offered comments and shared that the City is 

adding more staff to better work with and build a sense of belonging and safety for employees 

and will also be adding an Employee Engagement Program Manager who will help identify 

programs that the City can facilitate with different groups of employees.  

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor who made a motion to forward the 

Equity and Inclusion Budget, as well as Diversity, DGVPI, Public Information Office, and 

Tourism to the full City Council with a favorable recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem - Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 9, No – 0. Motion passed. 

 

HOUSING LIASON 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Maura Pensak, Housing Liaison, who responded to 

questions from Councillor McGovern, Councillor Nolan, and Councillor Zondervan. Councillor 

Simmons shared concerns about the Housing Liaison office not having enough funds in their 

budget to be proactive towards the high volume of work that is being done through the 

department. Councillor Carlone and Mayor Siddiqui thanked Maura Pensak for the positive 

difference she has made in Cambridge since she started. 
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The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Carlone who made a motion to 

forward the Housing Liaison Budget to the full City Council with a favorable 

recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem - Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 9, No – 0. Motion passed. 

 

CITY CLERK 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Zondervan who asked if software upgrades 

would be in the budget for the City Clerk’s Office. The City Clerk, Diane LeBlanc, responded by 

noting that software upgrades would fall under the IT budget. Councillor Simmons shared her 

excitement about archival records and records being digitized to make them easily accessible to 

the public. Councillor Nolan shared that she appreciated the smart goals that the City Clerk’s 

Office produces and follows through with. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Carlone who made a motion to 

forward the City Clerk’s Budget to the full City Council with a favorable recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem - Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 9, No – 0. Motion passed. 

 

LAW DEPARTMENT 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Zondervan who, along with herself, had 

questions for the City Solicitor, Nancy Glowa. Councillor Nolan shared concerns about claims 

being filed by the public and being handled in a timely manner to which Nancy Glowa responded 

by sharing that addressing claims is something the Law Department is also looking to improve. 

Nancy Glowa shared that if there was additional funding for her department it could potentially 

be used to invest in new technologies and to work towards various projects.  
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The Chair, Councillor Nolan made a motion to forward the Law Department’s Budget to 

the full City Council with a favorable recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem - Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Absent 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 8, No – 0, Absent - 1. Motion passed. 

 

FINANCE ADMINISTRATION, BUDGET, PURCHASING, AUDITING, ASSESSING, 

TREASURY/REVENUE, INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, GENERAL SERVICES, 

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Zondervan, Councillor Carlone, Councillor 

McGovern, Mayor Siddiqui, and Councillor Toner who offered comments and suggestions on 

the budget as it relates to each department. Taha Jennings, Budget Director, Elizabeth Unger, 

Purchasing Agent, Joseph McCann, City Auditor, Gayle Willett, Director of Assessing, Michele 

Kincaid, Assistant Finance Director, Patrick McCormick, Chief Information Officer, and Sheila 

Keady Rawson, Personnel Director were all available to respond. Councillor Nolan suggested 

holding a Finance meeting on the Participatory Budget to be transparent going forward.  

Councillor Zondervan had questions for the Information Technology Department pertaining to 

software upgrades going forward with the City Clerk’s Office. Patrick McCormick shared that 

there will be a new legislative system that will be introduced in the future once a contract has 

been finalized and will update the Council when everything is complete.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Carlone who made a motion to 

forward the Finance Administration, Budget, Purchasing, Auditing, Assessing, 

Treasury/Revenue, Information Technology, General Services, and Employee Benefits 

Budget to the full City Council with a favorable recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem - Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 9, No – 0. Motion passed. 
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The Chair, Councillor Nolan opened public comment. 

Marie Elena Saccocio offered comments on the budget going towards dedicating funds to a small 

section of Massachusetts Avenue to bike lanes.  

Joan Pickett spoke on comments made by the City Manager on economic downturn and money 

going towards bike lanes instead of affordable housing. 

Terez Gray would like Cambridge Police to get back a drug task force unit to help clean up 

Central Square and shared they were not in favor of the needle exchange. 

Segun Alabade shared they believe there is a fentanyl pandemic affecting youth of Cambridge, 

and it is important for the City to address the drug problems in Cambridge.  

The Finance Committee went into recess. 

The Finance Committee reconvened at 1:06p.m. 

At the request of the Chair, Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Present/Remote 

Councillor Carlone – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor McGovern – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Nolan – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Simmons – Present/Remote 

Councillor Toner – Absent 

Councillor Zondervan – Present/Remote 

Mayor Siddiqui – Absent 

Present – 7, Absent – 2. Quorum established. 

*Councillor Toner was marked present and remote at 1:47p.m. 

 

HUMAN RESOURCES 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Sheila Keady Rawson who made herself available to 

respond to questions from Councillor Zondervan and Councillor Simmons. Councillor Simmons 

stressed the importance of pay equity. Councillor Nolan asked for clarification on performance 

reviews and having the goal of 100% of staff getting performance reviews. City Manager Huang 

shared that the City does have a goal to roll out performance reviews in the fiscal 2024 year.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Vice Mayor Mallon who made a motion to 

forward the Human Resource’s Budget to the full City Council with a favorable 

recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem - Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern –Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Absent 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Absent 
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Yes – 7, No – 0, Absent - 2. Motion passed. 

 

ELECTION COMMISSION 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Executive Director, Tanya Ford, who made herself 

available to respond to questions and concerns from Councillors. Tanya Ford shared that the 

Election Commission was sufficiently funded for the federal, state, and local mandates and to 

provide Cambridge residents with election and census services. 

 

City Councillors, City Manager Huang, and Tanya Ford discussed an expected election for a 

Charter change in the future, with Councillor Nolan stressing the importance that there should be 

supplemental funds to assist with that election. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Carlone who made a motion to 

forward the Election Commission Budget to the full City Council with a favorable 

recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem - Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern –Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Absent 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Absent 

Yes – 7, No – 0, Absent - 2. Motion passed. 

 

PUBLIC CELEBRATIONS 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Jason Weeks, Executive Director of Cambridge Arts, 

who offered an overview of the department’s goals and how the funds would be used towards 

continuing to provide critical resources to Cambridge and its residents. Jason Weeks made 

himself available to respond to questions and concerns from Councillors, with many of them 

sharing their excitement for the upcoming Dance Party and offering suggestions on how the Arts 

Council could work towards benefiting Cambridge and it’s culture and community even further.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Carlone who made a motion to 

forward the Public Celebrations Budget to the full City Council with a favorable 

recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem - Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern –Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 
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Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Absent 

Yes – 8, No – 0, Absent - 1. Motion passed. 

 

RESERVE FUNDS 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Carlone who made a motion to 

forward the Reserve Budget to the full City Council with a favorable recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem - Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern –Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Absent 

Yes – 8, No – 0, Absent - 1. Motion passed. 

 

ANIMAL COMMISSION 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized the Director of the Animal Commission, Christina 

Correia, who was available to respond to any questions and concerns from Councillors and 

shared that with more funding she would be able to increase the capacity of the department and 

provide more training for her staff. Vice Mayor Mallon thanked the Animal Commission for 

being able to provide a pet food pantry for Cambridge residents who may not be able to provide 

food for their animals and asked how the food was obtained. Christina Correia shared that all 

food is donated to the Animal Commission, which they then bring to the CEOC for residents to 

pick up. Vice Mayor Mallon shared she would be in favor of the City supporting this program in 

the next fiscal budget year to provide an even better service to the community. Councillor Nolan 

shared her excitement for the Animal Commission having two electric motor vehicles that they 

use while providing services to the animals of Cambridge while also helping the environment.   

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Carlone who made a motion to 

forward the Animal Commission to the full City Council with a favorable recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem - Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern –Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 
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Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Absent 

Yes – 8, No – 0, Absent - 1. Motion passed. 

 

COMMUNITY SAFETY 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Elizabeth Speakman, Acting Director and Michelle 

Scott, Program Coordinator who made themselves available to respond to questions from 

Councillors. Elizabeth Speakman provided updates on the Community Safety Department and 

shared they are ready to continue to move forward by hiring the appropriate staff and having 

them respond to calls starting in the Fall with the intention of taking a broader look at the needs 

of the community and adjust and expand once the department is fully ready. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Carlone who made a motion to 

forward the Community Safety Budget to the full City Council with a favorable 

recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem - Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern –Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Absent 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Absent 

Yes – 7, No – 0, Absent - 2. Motion passed. 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Fire Chief Thomas Cahill who made himself available 

to respond to questions and concerns from Councillors. Chief Cahill reminded Councillors that 

two fiscal years ago the department made a commitment to increase staffing within a three-year 

plan and reviewed the upgrades that are needed and have been completed within the 

department’s infrastructure and firehouses. Vice Mayor Mallon asked for clarification on the six 

firefighters that will be added to the department this year and if the City has been understaffed. 

Chief Cahill shared that the Fire Department needs to grow as the City grows and noted with 

excitement that the Fire Cadet program is intended to begin this fiscal year. Councillor Carlone 

thanked all the Fire Department staff who assisted with COVID vaccinations and testing during 

the pandemic.  Chief Cahill shared that he is very confident in the fire community that serves 

Cambridge daily.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Carlone who made a motion to 

forward the Fire Department Budget to the full City Council with a favorable 

recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 
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Councillor Azeem - Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern –Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Absent 

Yes – 8, No – 0, Absent - 1. Motion passed. 

 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Zondervan, Councillor McGovern, 

Councillor Simmons, Councillor Azeem, and Councillor Carlone, who along with herself, had 

questions and concerns for Police Commissioner Christine Elow. Commissioner Elow along with 

her team, Superintendent Robert Lowe, Superintendent Fredrick Cabral, Deputy Superintendent 

John Boyle, Deputy Superintendent Anthony Macone, Deputy Superintendent Steven 

Magalhaes, Deputy Superintendent Peter Vellucci, Deputy Superintendent Buckowe Yam, 

Director of Clinical Support Servies, Dr. James Barrett, Director of Professional Standards, 

James Mulcahy, Esq., and Director of Planning, Budget, and Personnel Manisha Tibrewal, were 

all available to respond. Commissioner Elow shared that the Cambridge Police Department 

(CPD) will continue to work hard to increase transparency, revise policies, and enhance 

procedural justice, while having the ability to respond to critical instances in a way that is 

consistent with the values and expectations of the City. Superintendent Lowe noted that CPD is 

constantly evaluating methods and practices to help respond, diffuse, and deescalate situations. 

Superintendent Cabral offered comments on the Senior Police Academy, which provides 

outreach to senior citizens in Cambridge that offers resources and support they need. 

Commissioner Elow shared that CPD is operating at minimum staffing levels, which then 

requires Officers to be forced to stay and work additional shifts, which includes overtime pay. 

Commissioner Elow noted that due to the minimum staffing and forcing of Officers it could lead 

to Officers being exhausted and having wellness issues, which is why it is important to increase 

staffing, she stressed the importance of a staffing analysis which would help benefit the demands 

of the City.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Carlone who made a motion to 

forward the Police Department’s Budget to the full City Council with a favorable 

recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 
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Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – No 

Mayor Siddiqui – Absent 

Yes – 7, No – 1, Absent – 1. Motion passed. 

 

The Finance Committee went into recess. 

 

The Finance Committee reconvened at approximately 4:04p.m. 

At the request of the Chair, Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Present/Remote 

Councillor Carlone – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor McGovern – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Nolan – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Simmons – Present/Remote 

Councillor Toner – Absent 

Councillor Zondervan – Present/Remote 

Mayor Siddiqui – Present 

Present – 8, Absent – 1. Quorum established. 

 

POLICE REVIEW ADVISORY BOARD/PEACE COMMISSION 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Brian Corr, Executive Director of the Police Review 

Advisory Board (PRAB) and Peace Commission, who was available to respond to questions and 

concerns from Councillors. Brian Corr shared that the most important role of the PRAB is to 

address concerns about the Police Department, even if it is not an official complaint, and offered 

insight on how a concern or complaint is conducted by the Board. Brian Corr noted that the 

PRAB can improve department policies and procedures.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Simmons who made a motion to 

forward the PRAB/Peace Commission’s Budget to the full City Council with a favorable 

recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – No 

Mayor Siddiqui – Absent 

Yes – 8, No – 0, Absent – 1. Motion passed. 

 

TRAFFIC, PARKING, AND TRANSPORTATION 
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The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Brooke McKenna, Transportation Commissioner for 

Traffic, Parking, and Transportation, (TPT) who was joined by Stephanie McAuliffe, Assistant 

Director for Parking Management and Gardy Laurent, Fiscal and Administrative Manager. 

Brooke McKenna and her team made themselves available to respond to questions and concerns 

brought forward by Councillors, noting that TPT promotes the safety of the City by creating a 

parking system that supports transportation options, by designing safer streets and enforcing 

parking regulations. Brooke McKenna noted that the Department was recently approved to 

increase staffing, which Councillor Zondervan shared he was happy to hear. Councillor Carlone 

emphasized the safety concerns for pedestrian traffic and would like to see more funds going 

towards pedestrian infrastructure for the safety of children and citizens. Vice Mayor Mallon and 

Councillor Azeem had clarifying questions for the Northern Massaschusetts Avenue project and 

the expansion of separated bike and bus lanes. Brooke McKenna and her team were available to 

respond.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Carlone who made a motion to 

forward the Traffic, Parking, and Transportation’s Budget to the full City Council with a 

favorable recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Present 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Absent 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 7, No – 0, Present -1, Absent – 1. Motion passed. 

 

INSPECTIONAL SERVICES 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillors who had questions and concerns for Acting 

Commissioner for Inspectional Services, Peter McLaughlin and his team who made themselves 

available to respond. Peter McLaughlin shared that Inspectional Services (ISD) is committed to 

making sure margialized populations have safe, clean, and accessible living accommodations 

with access to all the amenities that are available to them and feel that ISD is adequately staffed 

with housing inspectors to ensure that residents are receiving the best care and attention as 

possible. It was shared that the City will soon have a Housing Liaison position, which will be 

ISD’s main contact person to reach out to when issues or concerns arise. The team from ISD also 

explained the process of applying for permits and shared their plan for meeting the stretch code 

for new residential and commercial construction in the City. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Carlone who made a motion to 

forward Inspectional Service’s Budget to the full City Council with a favorable 

recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 
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Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Absent 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Absent 

Yes – 7, No – 0, Absent – 2. Motion passed. 

 

LICENSE COMMISSION 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Zondervan who had a question about 

entertainment license fees and if the License Commission planned on getting rid of those fees. 

Nicole Murati Ferrer, Chair of the Cambridge License Commission responded by sharing that 

some of the fees that the License Commission charge comply with state law and noted that 

looking more closely at eliminating some of the fees would require a more in-depth look, but 

believe the fees are appropriate to the services that are provided. Councillor Zondervan 

suggested having the tax payers possibly pay the fees to have a less affect on the establishments. 

Councillor Nolan thanked ISD for their work and shared concerns about noise complaints and 

the difficulties of responding to them in a timely manner due to the nature of the complaint.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Carlone who made a motion to 

forward the License Commision’s Budget to the full City Council with a favorable 

recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Absent 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Absent 

Yes – 7, No – 0, Absent – 2. Motion passed. 

 

EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Christina Giacobbie, Director of Emergency 

Communications (ECC), and her team who were available to respond to questions and concerns 

from Councillors. Councillor Zondervan shared concerns about staffing levels at ECC that were 

raised by the Union. Christina Giacobbie shared that there are currently 26 dispatchers that are 

active, and 5 have just been hired and are currently going through the academy and shared that 

she is confident that the department is on the right track of having complete staffing levels. 
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Councillor Nolan reviewed the performance measures of the department and shared that it has 

historically been 99% of emergency calls answered within 20 seconds. 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Carlone who made a motion to 

forward the Emergency Communication’s Budget to the full City Council with a favorable 

recommendation. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Absent 

Councillor Zondervan – No 

Mayor Siddiqui – Absent 

Yes – 7, No – 0, Absent – 2. Motion passed. 

 

 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Simmons who made a motion to 

adjourn the meeting. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – No 

Mayor Siddiqui – Absent 

Yes – 7, No – 0, Absent – 2. Motion passed. 

 

Attachment A – Questions submitted by Councillors to Departments 

 

The City Clerk’s Office received six written communications, Attachments B - G 

 

Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and 

every City Council Committee meeting.  This is a permanent record. The video for this meeting 

can be viewed at: 

https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/498?view_id=1&redirect=true&h=06c064d3d23e

af171a72e3d6caa05ffa 
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Transmitting Communication from Yi-An Huang, City Manager, relative to the FY2024 submitted 

budget and appropriation orders. . 

RESULT: REFERRED BACK TO THE FULL CITY COUNCIL FOR ADOPTION 

 A communication was received from Budget Director Taha Jennings, transmitting the Schedule for 

the upcoming Budget hearings. 
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