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 The Housing Committee will hold a public hearing on May 22, 2024 to continue its May 8, 2024 
discussion on allowing multifamily housing in all neighborhoods of the City. POR 2024 #37. 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 
Burhan Azeem Remote    
Marc C. McGovern Remote    
Sumbul Siddiqui     
Jivan Sobrinho-Wheeler Remote    
Ayesha M. Wilson Remote    

 
A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Housing Committee was held on Wednesday, 
May 22, 2024. The meeting was Called to Order at 3:00 p.m. by the Co-Chair, Councillor 
Azeem. Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2023 adopted by Massachusetts General Court and 
approved by the Governor, the City is authorized to use remote participation. This public 
meeting was hybrid, allowing participation in person, in the Sullivan Chamber, 2nd Floor, City 
Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA and by remote participation via zoom. 
 
At the request of the Co-Chair, Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll. 
Councillor Azeem – Present/Remote 
Vice Mayor McGovern – Present/Remote 
Councillor Siddiqui – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 
Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler – Present/Remote 
Counillor Wilson – Present/Remote 
Present – 5. Quorum established. 
 
Co-Chair Azeem offered opening remarks and noted that the Call of the meeting was to continue 
its May 8, 2024 discussion allowing multifamily housing in all neighborhoods of the City. 
Present at the meeting in person was Iram Farooq, Assistant City Manager for the Community 
Development Department (CDD), and present via Zoom was Megan Bayer, Acting City 
Solicitor, Jeff Roberts, Director of Zoning and Development, and Chris Cotter, Housing 
Director. Also present at the meeting was Mayor Simmons and Councillor Pickett. 
 
Co-Chair Azeem opened Public Comment. 
 
Mary Jane Kornacki, 103 Avon Hill Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke against Policy Order #62. 
Joe Adiletta, 68 Walker Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke against Policy Order #62 and in favor of 
affordable housing. 
Jack Silversin, 103 Avon Hill Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke against Policy Order #62.  
Young Kim, 17 Norris Street, Cambridge, MA, offered comments relative to affordable housing. 
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Susan Cory, 114 Washington Avenue, Cambridge, MA, offered comments that were for and 
against the policy order. 
Catherine Hoffman, 67 Pleasant Street, Cambridge, MA, offered comments that were for and 
against the Policy Order.  
David Halperin, 14 Valentine Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor for the Policy Order. 
Michael Weymouth, 6 Canal Park, Cambridge, MA, spoke in strong support of Policy Order 
2024 #62. 
Suzanne Blier, 5 Fuller Place, Cambridge, MA, spoke against Policy Order #62.  
Brennan Waters, 888 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA, spoke in support of the Policy 
Order. 
Benjamin Honeycutt, 295 Beacon Street,  
Sam Kaser, 35 Highland Avenue, Cambridge, MA, spoke on the importance of affordable 
housing and in favor of Policy Order #62. 
Carolyn Magid, 71 Reed Street, Cambridge, MA, offered comments that were against the Policy 
Order and proposed suggestions.  
Justin Saif, 259 Hurley Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in support of Policy Order #62.  
Alejandro Paz, 69 Dana Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in support of Policy Order #62. 
Beverly Reifman, 47 Wendall Street, Cambridge, MA, offered concerns regarding the density of 
neighborhoods. 
Wendy Weiss, 19A Berkeley Street, Cambridge, MA, supports the efforts to build more 
affordable housing.  
Daylan Kelting, 21 Revere Street, Cambridge, MA, offered comments of support for Policy 
Order #62. 
Ian McGregor, 18 Amory Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of Policy Order #62 and 
affordable housing. 
Henry H. Wortis, 106 Berkshire Street, Cambridge, MA, offered comments relative to affordable 
housing in Cambridge. 
Vickey Bestor, 149 Upland Road, Cambridge, MA, offered comments regarding zoning and the 
environment.  
Jana Odette, 176 Larch Road, Cambridge, MA, offered comments that were for and against the 
Policy Order.  
David Hattis, 434 Franklin Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of Policy order #62. 
James Zall, 203 Pemberton Street, Cambridge, MA, offered comments relative to zoning 
restrictions. 
Daniel Hidalgo, 79 Norfolk Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of Policy Order #62. 
Christopher Schmidt, 25 Banks Street, offered comments that were in favor of multifamily 
housing citywide.  
Helen Walker, 43 Linnaean Street, Cambridge, MA, offered comments in favor of multifamily 
housing and the importance of climate goals.  
Daniel Mascoop, 37 Speridakis Terrace, Cambridge, MA, offered comments against the Policy 
Order due to the environmental impact.  
Mark Rifkin, 945 Memorial Drive, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of multifamily housing. 
Will Borchard, 166A Elm Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of multifamily housing and 
affordable housing. 
Tal Seibeg, 1600 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA, supports building more housing.  
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Tiancheng Jiang, 100 Landsdowne Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in strong support of Policy 
Order #62. 
Lee Farris, 269 Norfolk Street, Cambridge, MA, offered comments and suggestions relative to 
the Policy Order.  
Lin Wang, 100 Landsdowne Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in support of Policy Order #62. 
Graeme Hendrickson, 19 Fairmont Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of Policy Order #62. 
Ryan Snider, 216 Norfolk Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of Policy Order #62.  
Jessica Sheehan, 86 Plymouth Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of Policy Order #62.  
Katiti Kironde, 11A Meacham Road, Cambridge, MA, offered comments on affordable housing 
and development.  
Isaac Rockafellow, 66 Bishop Allen Drive, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of Policy Order #62.  
Marilee Meyer, 10 Dana Street, Cambridge, MA, offered comments on housing and rezoning. 
Heather Hoffman, 213 Hurley Street, Cambridge, MA, offered comments on housing and 
rezoning. 
Co-Chair Azeem made a motion to close public comment. 
Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll. 
Councillor Azeem – Yes 
Vice Mayor McGovern – Yes 
Councillor Siddiqui – Yes 
Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler – Yes 
Councillor Wilson – Yes 
Yes – 5. Motion passed. 
 
 
Co-Chair Azeem reviewed what the next steps are moving forward and noted the importance of 
being about to provide affordable housing. Co-Chair Azeem pointed out that this will be a long 
process and zoning language will come out of the many future discussions. Co-Chair Azeem 
shared that as the process continues, there will be additional opportunities for public comment.  
Co-Chair Siddiqui echoed comments from Co-Chair Azeem and noted that the Co-Chairs are 
working to schedule additional meetings on this topic. Co-Chair Siddiqui shared that the Co-
Chairs are working with CDD on a timeline and will be transparent throughout the process in the 
upcoming months. Co-Chair Siddiqui shared she appreciated all of the public comments and 
communications that have been received and looks forward to future conversations with the 
Housing Committee. 
Co-Chair Azeem made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll. 
Councillor Azeem – Yes 
Vice Mayor McGovern – Yes 
Councillor Siddiqui – Yes 
Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler – Yes 
Councillor Wilson – Yes 
Yes – 5. Motion passed. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 4:28p.m. 
 
Attachment A – The City Clerk’s Office received 47 communications from the public. 
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Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and 
every City Council Committee meeting.  This is a permanent record. The video for these 
meetings can be viewed at: 
https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/754?view_id=1&redirect=true 
 

 That the City Manager is requested to direct the Community Development Department to work with 
the Co-Chairs of the Housing Committee to turn their vision of multifamily housing citywide into 
zoning language. 

 That the City Manager is requested to work with the chairs of the Housing Committee to create 
zoning language that effectively promotes multi-family housing, including income-restricted 
affordable housing with the goal of having viable housing for everyone especially lower-income 
residents. CHARTER RIGHT EXERCISED BY COUNCILLOR PICKETT IN COUNCIL MARCH 
18, 2024 

https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/754?view_id=1&redirect=true



































































