HOUSING COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE MEETING
~MINUTES ~
Wednesday, May 8, 2024 12:30 PM Sullivan Chamber
795 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02139

The Housing Committee will hold a public hearing on allowing multifamily housing in all
neighborhoods of the City.

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived
Burhan Azeem M O (|

Marc C. McGovern v O |

Sumbul Siddiqui M O L

Jivan Sobrinho-Wheeler Clremote O ]

Ayesha M. Wilson | O M 12:35 PM

A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Housing Committee was held on Wednesday, May 8,
2024. The meeting was Called to Order at 12:30 p.m. by the Co-Chair, Councillor Siddiqui. Pursuant to
Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2023 adopted by Massachusetts General Court and approved by the Governor,
the City is authorized to use remote participation. This public meeting was hybrid, allowing participation
in person, in the Sullivan Chamber, 2" Floor, City Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA and
by remote participation via zoom.

At the request of the Chair, Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll.

Councillor Azeem — Present/In Sullivan Chamber

Vice Mayor McGovern — Present/In Sullivan Chamber

Councillor Siddiqui — Present/In Sullivan Chamber

Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler — Present/Remote

Councillor Wilson — Absent*

Present — 4, Absent — 1. Quorum established.

*Councillor Wilson was recorded as present and in the Sullivan Chamber at 12:35p.m.

Co-Chair Siddiqui offered opening remarks and noted that the Call of the meeting was to discuss allowing
multifamily housing in all neighborhoods of the City. Present from the Community Development
Department (CDD) was Iram Farooq, Assistant City Manager, Jeff Roberts, Director of Zoning and
Development, and Chris Cotter, Housing Director. Megan Bayer, Acting City Solicitor was also present,
as well as Councillor Nolan and Mayor Simmons.

Co-Chair Siddiqui recognized Co-Chair Azeem who introduced two panelists that were joining the
meeting, Jason Furman, Aetna Professor of the Practice of Economic Policy jointly at Harvard Kennedy
School and the Department of Economics at Harvard University, who was in person, and Paul Williams,
Founder and Executive Director of Center for Public Enterprise, who was joined remotely. Co-Chair
Azeem gave a presentation titled “Proposal for Multifamily Housing Citywide”. The presentation was
provided in advance of the meeting and included in the Agenda Packet. Co-Chair Azeem recognized both
Jason Furman and Paul Williams who offered an overview of their experience with housing and economic
opportunities. Jason Furman and Paul Williams were both available to respond to questions and
comments from Co-Chair Azeem, Vice Mayor McGovern, Councillor Nolan, and Councillor Wilson. The
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Co-Chairs and Committee members thanked the two panelists for their comments and for making time to
participate in the meeting.

Co-Chair Siddiqui recognized Iram Farooq who offered opening remarks. Jeff Roberts gave a
presentation titled “Multifamily Housing Citywide”. The presentation was provided in advance of the
meeting and included in the Agenda Packet. The presentation provided an overview of the Policy Order,
solutions to act quickly, ending exclusionary zoning, promoting more multifamily housing including
income-restricted affordable housing, making multifamily housing easier to build, and existing
conditions.

Co-Chair Siddiqui opened Public Comment.
Dan Phillips, 234 Broadway, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of multifamily housing.
Allan Sadun, 237 Elm Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of multifamily housing.

Carolyn Magid, 71 Reed Street, Cambridge, MA, urged the Council to look at how this may affect low-
income residents.

Justin Saif, Hurley Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of exclusionary zoning.

David Halperin, 14 Valentine, Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of the approach to multifamily
housing and offered suggestions on way to continue to move forward.

Beth Maloney, 510 Kendall Street, Cambridge, MA, Kendall Square Association, shared that housing is
essential and important to continue to grow in Cambridge and attract people to live and visit.

Lee Farris, 260 Norfolk Street, Cambridge, MA, shared concerns abouts inclusionary and affordable
housing on the proposal.

Dorothy Manevich, 25 Knapp Street, Harvard Graduate Students Union UAL Local 5118, shared
concerns about the increase of housing and cost of living.

Doug Brown offered comments regarding the Joseph S. Ronayne et al. petition and the connection
between the petition and the policy order.

Co-Chair Siddiqui recognized Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler who shared the importance of making
housing intentional and affordable. Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler pointed out that they would like to
focus on how the City can move away from single-family zoning in a way that will be meaningful, but
also creating more affordable housing in the zoning process. Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler asked for more
information on Policy Order 2024 #35 that was recently passed in Council and how it relates to the
current topic in Committee. Iram Farooq and Jeff Roberts shared there has been some discussion on it but
did not want to bring it to Committee today due to the amount of information that was already going to be
discussed. Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler shared that he and Co-Chair Siddiqui have been in conversation
about building code issues and asked if they could be regulated by the City or the State. Megan Bayer
shared that the City does not have authority to make any changes and that Courts have a rule that
municipalities cannot have their own differing standards from what is required.

Co-Chair Siddiqui recognized Vice Mayor McGovern who shared his excitement about the ideas being
brought forward for discussion. The Vice Mayor noted the importance of taking the Affordable Housing
Overlay in to consideration as the discussion moves forward and thinking about how changes may impact
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developers whose focus is to build 100% affordable housing. Vice Mayor McGovern pointed out that it
was important to have policymakers offer their suggestions, but it is also important to speak with the
developers while factoring in everything, while also sharing it is important to focus on the middle-income
demographic during conversations and development.

Co-Chair Siddiqui recognized Councillor Wilson who shared that she appreciates the conversation as a
learning opportunity of where the City was, where it currently is, and where it can go moving forward.
Councillor Wilson pointed out that there can always be unintended consequences around decision making
and that it is important to be intentional about actions that are taken during the decision making and
discussion process.

Co-Chair Siddiqui extended the meeting by fifteen minutes at 2:30p.m.

Co-Chair Siddiqui recognized Co-Chair Azeem who shared his excitement about the many conversations
and work that has been done to bring affordable housing to Cambridge. Co-Chair Azeem shared that he
had a motion he was going to bring forward. Co-Chair Siddiqui recognized Councillors and staff for
discussion and reviewed the key points that were brought forward during the conversation. Iram Farooq
shared that she and her team look forward to working with the Housing Co-Chairs.

Co-Chair Siddiqui recognized Co-Chair Azeem who made a motion that The City Manager is
requested to direct the Community Development Department to work with the Co-Chairs of the
Housing Committee to turn their vision of multifamily housing citywide into zoning language.
Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll.

Councillor Azeem — Yes

Vice Mayor McGovern — Yes

Councillor Siddiqui — Yes

Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler — Absent

Councillor Wilson — Yes

Yes — 4, No — 0, Absent — 1. Motion passed.

ORDERED: The City Manager is requested to direct the Community Development Department to
work with the Co-Chairs of the Housing Committee to turn their vision of multifamily housing
citywide into zoning language.

(Policy Order 2024 #62, in City Council on May 13, 2024, adopted as amended.)

Co-Chair Siddiqui made a motion to adjourn the meeting.

Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll.

Councillor Azeem — Yes

Vice Mayor McGovern — Yes

Councillor Siddiqui — Yes

Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler — Absent

Councillor Wilson — Yes

Yes — 4, No — 0, Absent — 1. Motion passed. The meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:40p.m.

Attachment A — The City Clerk’s Office received five written communications.
Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and every City

Council Committee meeting. This is a permanent record. The video for these meetings can be viewed at:
https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/745?view_id=1&redirect=true
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That the City Manager is requested to work with the chairs of the Housing Committee to create
zoning language that effectively promotes multi-family housing, including income-restricted
affordable housing with the goal of having viable housing for everyone especially lower-income
residents. CHARTER RIGHT EXERCISED BY COUNCILLOR PICKETT IN COUNCIL MARCH
18, 2024

A communication was received from Councillor Azeem, transmitting a presentation regarding
multifamily housing.

A communication was received from Jeff Roberts, Director of Zoning and Development, transmitting
a presentation on multifamily housing citywide.
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