
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CITY OF CAMBRIDGE 
 
 
 

In the Year Two Thousand and Twenty-One 
 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
 
 
 

In amendment to the Ordinance entitled “Cambridge Municipal Code.” 
 
 
 
Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Cambridge that the Municipal Code of the City of 

Cambridge be amended as follows: 
 
 
Section 8.66.055, entitled “Procedure for Other Significant Tree Removals” be amended by substitution 

to read as follows: 

 
“For any significant tree removal not subject to Section 8.66.050, a permit will be required from the City 

Arborist. In all cases, the City Arborist shall keep a record of the type and size of tree removed, the reason 

for the removal, photographs of the tree documenting the reason for removal, the date, the contractor(s) 

involved, and the name and address of the property owner. No such permits will be issued until June 30, 

2021 or sooner by further amendment to this section, except for emergency circumstances, significant utility 

infrastructure projects undertaken pursuant to State or Federal regulations or programs, for City park 

projects, or where a tree poses significant negative impact to an adjacent existing structure, or for dead or 

dangerous trees, or where a lot is of such density with existing trees that the removal of certain significant 

trees is considered beneficial to the health of the tree canopy. Any tree removed in violation of this section, 

prior to June 30, 2021, shall require a payment into the tree replacement fund as per Section 8.66.070 

according to a schedule as follows: Ten percent (10%) of the replacement value for property owners who 

qualify for the City of Cambridge residential real property tax exemption, no fee for property owners that 

receive established forms of financial assistance, and the full replacement cost in all other circumstances. 

The value to be paid into the tree replacement fund shall be equivalent to the cost of purchasing, planting, 

watering and maintaining said Replacement Trees for a period of not less than five years.” 
 

 
 


