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 The Health and Environment Committee will hold a public meeting to review plans for solar and 

renewable energy installations in the city, including report on solar expansion and works by the 

CEA (Cambridge Energy Alliance) and potential for solar on city owned water supply land, and 

any other items related to renewable energy.  

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Patricia Nolan     

Burhan Azeem Remote    

Dennis J. Carlone     

Marc C. McGovern     

Quinton Zondervan     

 

 
A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Health and Environment Committee was held 
on Tuesday, April 11, 2023. The meeting was Called to Order at 3:00 p.m. by the Chair, 
Councillor Nolan. Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2023 adopted by Massachusetts General 
Court and approved by the Governor, the City is authorized to use remote participation. This 
public meeting was hybrid, allowing participation in person, in the Sullivan Chamber, 2nd Floor, 
City Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA and by remote participation via zoom. 

 

At the request of the Chair, Clerk of Committees Erwin called the role. 

Councillor Nolan – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Azeem – Present/Remote 

Councillor Carlone – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor McGovern – Absent 

Councillor Zondervan – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Present – 4, Absent – 1. Quorum established. 

 

Councillor Nolan offered opening remarks (Attachment A)  and noted that the call of the meeting 

was to review plans for solar and renewable energy installations in the city, including a report on 

solar expansion and works by the CEA (Cambidge Energy Alliance) and potential for solar on 

city owned water supply land, and any other items related to renewable energy. Councillor Nolan 

introduced Iram Farooq, Assistant City Manager for the Community Development Department 

(CDD) who was joined by Susanne Rasmussen, Director of Environmental and Transportation 

Planning and Ellen Katz, Fiscal Director for the Department of Public Works (DPW). Councillor 

Nolan noted that Mark Gallagher, Acting Managing Director, and Julie Greenwood-Torelli, 

Director of Water Operations from the Water Department were also present at the meeting. 

Susanne Rasmussen and Ellen Katz gave a presentation titled “City of Cambridge Renewable 

Energy” (Attachment B) and reviewed renewable energy and net zero emissions, municipal 

programs that include onsite renewables, strategic electrification, and renewable electricity 
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supply, and community programs. They noted that the City will continue to make buildings more 

energy efficient and install solar systems, but the majority of renewable electricity will come 

from off-site utility scale purchases. Ellen Katz shared that unlike most communities, Cambridge 

self-funds its photovoltaic (PV) systems to retain the right to claim greenhouse gas reductions. 

Susanne Rasmussen reviewed the Net Zero Action Plan Policies and shared the short-term goals 

for rooftop requirements, community solar access, and off-site renewable electricity access. After 

the presentation, team members from CDD, DPW, and the Water Department were available to 

answer questions or concerns.  

The Chair, Councillor Nolan introduced Jocelyn Tager from Neighborhood Solar who offered 

comments on the work their program provides for solar installation. Jocelyn shared that they 

promoted Watertown’s Solar Ordinance, and that it is the first City in New England to have a 

Solar Ordinance, noting that it requires all new construction of a certain size to be 50% covered 

with solar and all parking garages to be 90% covered with solar.  

The Chair, Councillor Nolan opened Public Comment. 

Heather Hoffman, 213 Hurley Street, Cambridge, MA, shared concerns about solar panels being 

blocked by the sun with the increase of tall buildings in Cambridge and shared information on 

photovoltaic glass to use as windows to produce solar energy. 

Peter Hsu had a question on solar roof installation in condos or apartment complexes and how 

the tax credit would work. 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Carlone who shared concerns that neighbors 

have brought to his attention regarding the noise levels from equipment on the roofs of buildings. 

Councillor Carlone asked if adding solar panels to help run equipment and make them less noisy 

has been considered for future, especially with labs. Susanne Rasmussen shared that it could be 

part of the solar requirements that the City is looking into in combination with the upcoming 

fossil fuel program. Councillor Carlone thanked the City for their presentation and hard work, 

and noted that Cambridge is a leading example of the strategy that can be done to promote solar 

energy and asked if any large developers come to CDD for guidance. Susanne Rasmussen shared 

that affordable housing is a large production of solar energy as well as Universities who are 

working to get to their net zero strategy, but not seeing it as much with private and commercial 

development. 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Zondervan who had a question on the 12-

15% energy efficiency gains and if that number reflected only city operations or if it was a city-

wide estimate. Ellen Katz shared that it was for city operations and noted that it was a rough 

estimate to get the sense of proportions. Counillor Zondervan shared that in terms of solar goals, 

the City’s efforts are commendable, but compared to what the City needs to be doing it is way 

behind and he would like to look at ways to accelerate the progress. Susanne Rasmussen and 

Iram Farooq were available to respond noting that these are goals in both the short term and net 

zero action plans.   

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Azeem who had a question on transformers 

and if the City would need to add more to accommodate the increase of solar panels. Susanne 

Rasmussen noted that there will have to be a connection with the transformers and the solar 

panels. Megan Shaw, Cambridge Energy Alliance Director CDD, was joined via Zoom, and 

shared that there are distribution limitations and the City is aware that Eversource has 

distribution systems that would prevent solar panels to safely connect to the grid, which has been 

a challenge in some parts of the City. Councillor Azeem shared that he would be supportive of 

simplifying the process going forward. 
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The Chair, Counillor Nolan had questions on the data that has been provided on buildings that 

the City has spent efforts on using solar energy and if they are above or below specs and why 

certain municipal buildings have not been able to make the switch to solar energy. Ellen Katz 

shared that they are in the process of getting a new contract where PV systems will be getting 

inspected which will help the City go back and assess capacity versus what is being performed 

and that the City is looking into a municipal facilities improvement plan update to provide a 

high-level estimate of solar capabilities. Councillor Nolan stressed the importance of having the 

Climate Committee and the City Council be involved in the next steps moving forward to 

address concerns and help accelerate the programs that are available. Councillor Nolan 

referenced a chart that was provided by CDD (Attachment C) that lists alliance programs and the 

services that are provided. Councillor Nolan shared that if the City does not have a certain 

program now, what does the Council and the City need to provide to get a program in place and 

understand what the limitations are preventing the City from providing it to have greater success 

in the future. 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Mark Gallagher and Julie Greenwood-Torelli from the 

Water Department to ask questions on the use of solar energy with water supply. Mark Gallagher 

shared that the Water Department has be engaged in renewable energy resources, noting that 

solar rays on the water are restricted in Massachusetts by the Massachusetts Department of 

Environmental Protection (MDEP). Mark Gallagher noted that MDEP prohibits solar arrays on 

the water because they are counterproductive to what the water is used for, which is a public 

water supply. Mark Gallagher shared that adding wind turbines along the Reservoir would 

require going through the legislative body because it would be a change of use for a reservoir. 

Mark Gallaher noted that the Water Department is looking into putting two small hydroelectric 

generators in the Stony Brook conduit and has conducted a feasibility study that provided data 

showing that it could produce almost half a megawatt of power. Councillor Zondervan shared 

that if it is easier for the Council to approve funds to go to the Water Department rather than 

going through the grant process to help move the hydroelectric generators along faster, he would 

be supportive of that. There were questions from Councillor Nolan and Councillor Zondervan, 

who asked if a hydroelectric generator was currently in place. The team from the Water 

Department did not believe there was, but would look into it further.  

The Chair, Councillor Nolan thanked all of the City staff for providing an update and shared that 

any help they need from the City Council to move forward with these efforts, the Council is 

happy to help.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Carlone who made a motion to 

adjourn the meeting. 

Clerk of Committees Erwin called the role. 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Absent 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Present – 4, Absent – 1. Meeting adjourned.  

 

Attachment A – Opening statement from Councillor Nolan 

Attachment B – Presentation titled “City of Cambridge Renewable Energy” 
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Attachment C – Alliance program chart 

 

Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and 

every City Council Committee meeting.  This is a permanent record.  
 
The video for this meeting can be viewed at: 

https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/479?view_id=1&redirect=true&h=f10afa639ee2e

883caf0f29cb8a07693 

 

 
 

 

 A communication was received from Susanne Rasmussen, Director of Environmental & 

Transportation Planning for the Community Development Department, transmitting a presentation 

titled City of Cambridge Renewable Energy. 
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