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RECONSIDERATION 
1. Mayor Simmons filed reconsideration of the vote taken on 

Mar 14, 2016 adopting an order for a curb cut at the 
premises numbered 41 Gibson Street. 

CITY MANAGER'S AGENDA 
1. Transmitting Communication from Richard C. Rossi, City 

Manager, relative to the transfer of $20,000 from the 
General Fund Electrical Other Ordinary Maintenance 
account to the General Fund Electrical Extraordinary 
Expenditures account which will allow the Electrical 
Department to continue to expand the fiber optic network 
for public safety radios. The project is supported by savings 
from the Electric Streetlight budget. 

2. Transmitting Communication from Richard C. Rossi, City 
Manager, relative to the transfer of $50,000 from the 
General Fund Electrical Other Ordinary Maintenance 
account to the Public Investment Fund Electrical 
Extraordinary Expenditures account to purchase a new 
bucket truck. 

3. Transmitting Communication from Richard C. Rossi, City 
Manager, relative to the appropriation of the Friends of the 
Community Learning Center (CLC) grant in the amount of 
$20,904 to the Grant Fund Human Services Salary and 
Wages account ($18,192), to the Grant Fund Human 
Services Other Ordinary Maintenance account ($1,562), and 
to the Grant Fund Human Services Travel and Training 
account ($1,150) which will support the Bridge to College 
Program. 

4. Transmitting Communication from Richard C. Rossi, City 
Manager, relative to the appropriation of the Shannon Grant 
received from the Metropolitan Mayors Community Safety 
Initiative through the Executive Office of Public Safety for 
$12,810 to the Grant Fund Human Services Salary and 
Wages account ($11,520) and to the Grant Fund Human 
Services Other Ordinary Maintenance account ($1,290) 
which will be used to support the design and 
implementation of the City Peace program, a violence peer 
leadership internship for teens through the Youth Centers. 

5. A communication transmitted from Richard C. Rossi, City 
Manager, relative to Awaiting Report Item Number 16-15, 
regarding the curb cut application for 41 Gibson Street. 

6. A communication transmitted from Richard C. Rossi, City 
Manager, relative to a Planning Board recommendation not 
to adopt the Peter L. Cohen, et al., Zoning Petition, with a 
recommendation that the issue be incorporated into a 
broader study. 

7. A communication transmitted from Richard C. Rossi, City 
Manager, relative to Awaiting Report Item Number 16-6, 
regarding a report on piloting a Tool Library. 

8. A communication transmitted from Richard C. Rossi, City 
Manager, relative to Awaiting Report Item Number 16-12, 
regarding a report on A-Framed signs. 

9. A communication transmitted from Richard C. Rossi, City 
Manager, relative to the 2015 Update of the City of 
Cambridge Hazard Mitigation Plan and Policy Order. 

10. A communication transmitted from Richard C. Rossi, City 
Manager, relative to the Complete Streets Policy and 
Council Order. 

11. A communication transmitted from Richard C. Rossi, City 
Manager, relative to the adoption of a Policy Order 
committing Vision Zero, a set of goals of eliminating 
transportation fatalities and serious injuries. 

12. A communication transmitted from Richard C. Rossi, City 
Manager, relative to the block rates for water consumption 
and sewer use for the period beginning Apr 1, 2016 and 
ending Mar 31, 2017. 

CHARTER RIGHT 
1. That the City Manager is requested to confer with the 

appropriate City departments to ensure that planning 
applications and supporting materials are made available via 
the City of Cambridge’s website. [Charter Right exercised 
by Councillor Devereux on Mar 14, 2016.] 

ON THE TABLE 
2. An application was received from Capital One, requesting 

permission for a sandwich board sign in front of the 
premises numbered 24 JFK Street. [Placed On The Table on 
a motion of Councillor Cheung on Jan 25, 2016.] 

3. That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to 
coordinate with the Clerk’s Office and the appropriate 
departments to implement within three months an electronic 
public comment display in the Sullivan Chamber, listing the 
speaker’s name and affiliation as well as a timer. [Placed On 
The Table as Amended by Councillor Mazen on Jan 25, 
2016.] 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
4. That the Council go on the record to state that the second 

Monday of October henceforth be commemorated as 
Indigenous Peoples' Day in Cambridge, in recognition of the 
indigenous people of America's position as native to these 
lands, and the suffering they faced following European 
conquest of their land. [Order Number Fifteen of Oct 19, 
2015 Placed On Table on motion of Vice Mayor Benzan. 
Motion to Amend by Substitution by Councillor Mazen 
carried on affirmative vote of 8; substitute text placed on 
Unfinished Business by Councillor Mazen on affirmative 
vote of 8.] 

APPLICATIONS AND PETITIONS 
1. An application was received from Capital One, requesting 

permission for a projecting blade sign at the premises 
numbered 24 John F. Kennedy Street. Approval has been 
received from Inspectional Services, Department of Public 
Works, Community Development Department, Historical 
Commission and abutters. 

COMMUNICATIONS 
1. A communication was received from Eudora Olsen, 

transmitting support for feminine hygiene products available 
in public restrooms. 

2. A communication was received from Hasson J. Rashid, 
regarding a local Homeless Trust Fund legislation. 

3. A communication was received from Richard B.F. 
Saunders, transmitting concerns related to CAS Foundation 
Application for a Registered Marijuana Dispensary. 

4. A communication was received from Carol O'Hare, 172 
Magazine Street, regarding posting planning applications. 

RESOLUTIONS 
1. Congratulations to the CRLS Boys Basketball Team on 

their hard-earned semifinals victory and best wishes in the 
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upcoming State Championship games against St. John's 
Shrewsbury.   Councillor Toomey, Vice Mayor McGovern, 
Councillor Carlone 

2. Retirement of Susan Flannery from the Cambridge Public 
Library.   Mayor Simmons 

3. That the City Council declare Apr 9, 2016 to be Tom Lehrer 
Day in the City of Cambridge.   Mayor Simmons 

4. Congratulations to Joanne Chang, Maura Kilpatrick and 
Susan Regis for being nominated for a 2016 James Beard 
Award.   Councillor Devereux 

5. Resolution on the death of Fredrick Caruso.   Councillor 
Toomey 

6. Proclaim May 5, 2016 as Children’s Mental Health 
Awareness Day in Cambridge and support the frank and 
open discussion of mental health in our community.   Vice 
Mayor McGovern, Mayor Simmons 

7. Happy Birthday wishes to a special 
Cantabrigian.   Councillor Toomey 

8. Thanks to the CRLS Alumni Association for sponsoring the 
Are You Smarter Than A CRLS Student academic 
challenge and recognizing the achievement of the winners 
and participants.   Vice Mayor McGovern 

ORDERS 
1. City Council opposition to investing funds from the 

Cambridge Retirement System in any entities that are 
involved in or support the production or upgrading of 
nuclear weapons systems.   Mayor Simmons 

2. That the City Manager is requested to provide an update to 
the City Council as to what steps may have already been 
undertaken to examine the question of the legality of tying 
the Living Wage Ordinance to the Linkage Ordinance, what 
additional measures must be taken in order to obtain a 
definitive answer, and what the timeline for this process is 
projected to be.   Mayor Simmons, Vice Mayor McGovern 

3. That the City Manager is requested to confer with the City 
Solicitor and other relevant City departments to consider the 
pending State legislation and pending legislation in the City 
of Boston and any other actions that would allow 
Cambridge to institute municipal lobbying 
regulations.   Councillor Devereux, Councillor Carlone, 
Councillor Mazen 

4. That the City Manager is requested to confer with the 
Managing Director of the Cambridge Water Department for 
the purpose of creating an online database of lead service 
lines similar to the one created by the Boston Water and 
Sewer Commission and to disseminate information to 
residents about the Cambridge Water Department's free 
quality testing and lead service pipe replacement 
services.   Councillor Toomey 

5. That Chapter 12.12 of the Municipal Code, entitled “Street 
Excavations and Obstruction,” be amended by adding a new 
section 12.12.065 entitled “Maintenance of safe passage—
proper marking of hazards and trench closure 
required.”   Councillor Kelley, Vice Mayor McGovern, 
Councillor Toomey 

6. That the City Manager is requested to report back to the 
City Council regarding the status of home invasions in 
Cambridgeport and how the Cambridge Police Department 

is addressing this issue.   Vice Mayor McGovern, 
Councillor Toomey 

7. That the Neighborhood and Long Term Planning, Public 
Facilities, Art, and Celebrations Committee and the Civic 
Unity Committee hold a joint hearing to determine the 
feasibility of facilitating the appointment of an “Non-Citizen 
Representative” to the City Council.   Councillor Mazen, 
Mayor Simmons 

8. City Council opposition to raising the cap on charter 
schools, supporting the improvement of district public 
schools and the equitable division of educational 
resources.   Vice Mayor McGovern, Councillor Kelley 

9. That the City Manager is requested to confer with the 
Cambridge Water Department to create an informational 
web page that will provide plumbing infrastructure 
installation tips for residents, commercial customers, and 
contractors in the City of Cambridge.   Councillor Cheung 

10. That the City Manager is requested to update the City 
Council on the effects of the removal of sidewalk vaults in 
Central Square.   Councillor Cheung 

11. That the City Manager is requested to instruct the 
appropriate Community Development Department 
personnel to reach out to the Cambridge Housing Authority 
in order to determine how to strengthen the opportunities for 
CHA tenants with Section 8 vouchers to secure Community 
Development Department inclusionary units.   Mayor 
Simmons 

HEARING SCHEDULE 
Mon, Mar 21 
5:30pm   City Council Meeting  (Sullivan Chamber) 
Tues, Mar 22 
1:00pm   The Human Services and Veterans Committee will conduct 

a public hearing to screen the documentary Under the Bridge: the 
Criminalization of Homelessness and will conduct a discussion of 
topics raised by the documentary directly following.  (Sullivan 
Chamber) 

Wed, Mar 23 
10:00am   The Government Operations, Rules and Claims Committee 

will conduct a public hearing to discuss the development of the 
process for the selection of a new City Manager.  (Sullivan 
Chamber) 

Thurs, Mar 24 
3:00pm   The Ordinance Committee will conduct a public hearing to 

discuss a zoning petition by the Sage Cannabis, Inc. to amend the 
Zoning Ordinance in Section 20.7000 Medical Marijuana Overlay 
Districts by creating an additional Medical Marijuana Overlay 
District (MMD-3). The new MMD-3 District would be 
coterminous with the Business B-2 base zoning district on 
northerly side of Massachusetts Avenue between Dana and Ellery 
Streets. The amendment would also create a new section 20.705.1. 
This hearing to be televised.  (Sullivan Chamber) 

Mon, Mar 28 
5:30pm   City Council Roundtable/Working Meeting with the School 

Committee. No public comment. No votes will be taken. Meeting 
will not be televised.  (Media Café, 459 Broadway) 

Tues, Mar 29 
4:00pm   Human Services and Veterans Committee  (Sullivan 

Chamber) 
Mon, Apr 4 
5:30pm   City Council Meeting  (Sullivan Chamber) 
Mon, Apr 11 
5:30pm   City Council Meeting  (Sullivan Chamber) 
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Tues, Apr 12 
1:00pm   Housing Committee  (Sullivan Chamber) 
Mon, Apr 25 
5:30pm   City Council Meeting - Budget Overview  (Sullivan 

Chamber) 
Mon, May 2 
5:30pm   City Council Meeting  (Sullivan Chamber) 
Thurs, May 5 
9:00am   The Finance Committee will conduct a public hearing to 

discuss the FY2017 City Budget. This hearing to be 
televised.  (Sullivan Chamber) 

Mon, May 9 
5:30pm   City Council Meeting  (Sullivan Chamber) 
Tues, May 10 
6:00pm   The Finance Committee will conduct a public hearing to 

discuss the FY2017 School Department Budget. This hearing to be 
televised.  (Sullivan Chamber) 

Thurs, May 12 
9:00am   The Finance Committee will conduct a public hearing to 

discuss the FY2017 City Budget. This hearing to be 
televised.  (Sullivan Chamber) 

Mon, May 16 
4:00pm   2016 Scholarship Award Ceremony  (Sullivan Chamber) 
5:30pm   City Council Meeting  (Sullivan Chamber) 
Tues, May 17 
9:00am   The Finance Committee will conduct a public hearing to 

discuss the FY2017 City Budget (if necessary). This hearing to be 
televised.  (Sullivan Chamber) 

Mon, May 23 
5:30pm   City Council Meeting - Budget Adoption  (Sullivan 

Chamber) 
Mon, June 6 
5:30pm   City Council Meeting  (Sullivan Chamber) 
Mon, June 13 
5:30pm   City Council Meeting  (Sullivan Chamber) 
Mon, June 20 
5:30pm   City Council Meeting  (Sullivan Chamber) 
Mon, June 27 
5:30pm   City Council Meeting  (Sullivan Chamber) 
Mon, Aug 1 
5:30pm   Special City Council Meeting  (Sullivan Chamber) 
Mon, Sept 12 
5:30pm   City Council Meeting  (Sullivan Chamber) 
Mon, Sept 19 
5:30pm   City Council Meeting  (Sullivan Chamber) 
Mon, Sept 26 
5:30pm   City Council Meeting 

TEXT OF ORDERS 
O-1     Mar 21, 2016 
MAYOR SIMMONS 
WHEREAS: Nations across the globe still maintain over 15,000 

nuclear weapons, some of which are hundreds of times more 
powerful than those that obliterated Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and 
detonation of even a small fraction of these weapons could create a 
decade-long nuclear winter that could destroy most of the Earth’s 
population; and 

WHEREAS: The United States has plans to invest roughly one 
trillion dollars over the coming decades to upgrade its nuclear 
arsenal, which many experts believe actually increases the risk of 
nuclear proliferation, nuclear terrorism, and accidental nuclear 
war; and 

WHEREAS: In a period where federal funds are desperately needed 
in communities like Cambridge in order to build affordable 
housing, improve public transit, and develop sustainable energy 

sources, our tax dollars are being diverted to and wasted on nuclear 
weapons upgrades that would make us less safe; and 

WHEREAS: Investing in companies producing nuclear weapons 
implicitly supports this misdirection of our tax dollars; and 

WHEREAS: Socially responsible mutual funds and other investment 
vehicles are available that accurately match the current asset mix 
of the City of Cambridge Retirement Fund while excluding nuclear 
weapons producers; and 

WHEREAS: The City of Cambridge is already on record in 
supporting the abolition of nuclear weapons, opposing the 
development of new nuclear weapons, and calling on President 
Obama to lead the nuclear disarmament effort; now therefore be it 

ORDERED: That the City Council go on record opposing investing 
funds from the Cambridge Retirement System in any entities that 
are involved in or support the production or upgrading of nuclear 
weapons systems; and be it further 

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to 
work with the Cambridge Peace Commissioner and other 
appropriate City staff to organize an informational forum on 
possibilities for Cambridge individuals and institutions to divest 
their pension funds from investments in nuclear weapons 
contractors; and be it further 

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to 
work with the Board of the Cambridge Retirement System and 
other appropriate City staff to ensure divestment from all 
companies involved in production of nuclear weapons systems, 
and in entities investing in such companies, and the City Manager 
is requested to report back to the City Council about the 
implementation of said divestment in a timely manner. 

O-2     Mar 21, 2016 
MAYOR SIMMONS 
VICE MAYOR MCGOVERN 
WHEREAS: In 2015, following the discussions around raising 

linkage fees in Cambridge, the City Council determined that 
attention should next be centered upon examining the legality of 
tying the Living Wage Ordinance to the Linkage Ordinance; now 
therefore be it 

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to 
provide an update to the City Council as to what steps may have 
already been undertaken to examine this question, what additional 
measures must be taken in order to obtain a definitive answer, and 
what the timeline for this process is projected to be. 

O-3     Mar 21, 2016 
COUNCILLOR DEVEREUX 
COUNCILLOR CARLONE 
COUNCILLOR MAZEN 
WHEREAS: The City of Cambridge continually strives to be open, 

transparent and accountable to the public it serves; and 
WHEREAS: Disclosing municipal lobbying efforts is an emerging 

best practice for municipalities nationwide, as it promotes 
government transparency, and enhances the public’s trust in their 
local government; and 

WHEREAS: Numerous cities around the country, including Los 
Angeles, Chicago, Houston, Philadelphia, Phoenix, San Antonio, 
San Diego, Dallas, San Jose, Austin, Jacksonville, and San 
Francisco have implemented disclosure regulations for municipal 
lobbying to achieve a more transparent government; and 

WHEREAS: There are currently two proposals, one in the City of 
Boston and one in the State Legislature, regarding disclosure 
requirements; and 

WHEREAS: The City of Boston is considering municipal lobbying 
regulations that would require lobbyists in the City of Boston to 
file twice-yearly reports declaring campaign contributions, the 
names of their clients, policies that they tried to influence or that 
they advocated on behalf of, compensation received from clients, 
and dates of lobbying communications; and 

http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/us-begin-1-trillion-upgrade-nuclear-weapons-arsenal-1474990
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/us-begin-1-trillion-upgrade-nuclear-weapons-arsenal-1474990
http://www2.cambridgema.gov/cityClerk/policyOrder.cfm?item_id=32512
http://www2.cambridgema.gov/cityClerk/policyOrder.cfm?item_id=32512
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WHEREAS: Mayor Walsh recently filed this legislation with the 
Boston City Council as a Home Rule petition, and it is currently 
before the Boston City Council’s Government Operations 
Committee; and 

WHEREAS: The State Senate is also considering Senate Bill 2451, 
An Act relative to the establishment of a Massachusetts municipal 
lobbying policy, a local option proposal that would allow 
municipalities to accept disclosure requirements for municipal 
lobbyists through the City Clerk’s office; and 

WHEREAS: Senate Bill 2451 would require lobbyists receiving more 
than $2,500 per year to disclose on what issues they are lobbying, 
who they are lobbying, and would require lobbyists to register 
annually with the City Clerk’s office; and 

WHEREAS: The City of Cambridge is known and respected as a 
national leader in many areas of open government, including its 
Open Data Initiative, and continually strives to inform and 
empower the public to engage in civic issues; and 

WHEREAS: It would benefit the public to require lobbyists to 
register and publicly report their work in the City of Cambridge; 
now therefore be it 

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to 
confer with the City Solicitor and other relevant City departments 
to consider the pending State legislation and pending legislation in 
the City of Boston and any other actions that would allow 
Cambridge to institute municipal lobbying regulations, and to 
report back to the Council in a timely manner. 

O-4     Mar 21, 2016 
COUNCILLOR TOOMEY 
WHEREAS: The Flint, Michigan water crisis has demonstrated the 

hazard that lead service lines used for drinking water can pose to 
public health; and 

WHEREAS: The Cambridge Water Department has significantly 
reduced lead services and materials in the water system, but some 
properties in Cambridge may still be connected to the water system 
by lead service pipes; and 

WHEREAS: The City of Cambridge and the Cambridge Water 
Department are committed to ensuring that every resident has 
access to drinking water that meets the highest safety and health 
standards; and 

WHEREAS: The Cambridge Water Department provides a number 
of free services to assist residents who receive water to their 
buildings through lead service lines; and 

WHEREAS: The City of Boston has recently launched an online 
database of properties connected to the water system through lead 
service lines to help educate and inform property owners and 
tenants; now therefore be it 

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to 
confer with the Managing Director of the Cambridge Water 
Department for the purpose of creating an online database of lead 
service lines similar to the one created by the Boston Water and 
Sewer Commission; and now therefore be it further 

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to 
confer with the appropriate city departments to disseminate 
information to residents about the Cambridge Water Department’s 
free water quality testing and lead service pipe replacement 
services. 

O-5     Mar 21, 2016 
COUNCILLOR KELLEY 
VICE MAYOR MCGOVERN 
COUNCILLOR TOOMEY 
WHEREAS: The City’s responsibility to keep streets passable and 

reasonably safe during construction must respond to the growing 
number of Greater Boston residents that choose biking as their 
primary or supplementary form of transportation; and 

WHEREAS: Depressions, open trenches, vertical features at the 
intersection of milled and un-milled pavement, as well as gas, 

water, and sewer access pipes can be truly hazardous to a cyclists; 
now therefore be it 

ORDERED: That Chapter 12.12 of the Municipal Code, entitled 
“Street Excavations and Obstruction,” be amended by adding a 
new section 12.12.065 entitled “Maintenance of safe passage – 
proper marking of hazards and trench closure required,” which 
reads as follows: 
12.12.065 – Maintenance of safe passage – Proper marking of 

hazards and trench closure required. 
A. Whenever any street is opened, occupied, obstructed or 

encumbered by any department of the City, or any other party to 
include contractors and subcontractors, workers much ensure 
that hazards in the work area must be clearly marked and safely 
managed to mitigate dangers to cyclists by: 
1. Mark all vertical surfaces of 1 inch or more that are more than 

30 degrees off of horizontal with bright yellow paint on the 
entire vertical surface(s) and at least ½ of the horizontal 
surface; 

B. At all seam areas, where the roadwork is milled up to existing 
surface, pavement will be either ground at no greater than a 30 
degree angle or have a ramp of asphalt fill ensuring that the 
contact point between the milled work and the existing surface 
has a ramp of no more than 30 degrees and the entire length of 
the seam area will be marked with bright yellow paint; 
1. Ensuring that the paint marking hazards is refreshed as 

needed to maintain the required coverage; 
2. Ensuring that all open trench or patching work will be closed 

by the end of business on Fridays except when weekend work 
is scheduled. 

C. Violations of the paint requirement would be viewed as clear 
evidence of negligence on the part of whatever party was doing 
the street work. 

ORDERED: That the proposed ordinance amendment be referred to 
the Ordinance Committee for hearing and report. 

O-6     Mar 21, 2016 
VICE MAYOR MCGOVERN 
COUNCILLOR TOOMEY 
WHEREAS: It has come to the attention of the City Council that 

there has been an increase in house break-ins in the Cambridgeport 
neighborhood; and 

WHEREAS: The Cambridge Police Department is working diligently 
to address these break-ins; and 

WHEREAS: Residents of Cambridgeport have contacted members of 
the City Council inquiring as to what is being done to keep the 
neighborhood safe; now therefore be it 

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to 
report back to the City Council regarding the status of home 
invasions in Cambridgeport and how the Cambridge Police 
Department is addressing this issue. 

O-7     Mar 21, 2016 
COUNCILLOR MAZEN 
MAYOR SIMMONS 
WHEREAS: Cambridge prides itself on its multi-cultural immigrant 

communities, welcoming their various contributions to the city, 
whether through work, camaraderie, and/or community 
involvement; and 

WHEREAS: According to the 2011 Cambridge Statistical Profile, 
over a quarter of Cambridge’s 103,609 residents are foreign-born 
with over 61% of that group lacking citizenship; and 

WHEREAS: Residents of Cambridge, whether or not they are 
naturalized United States citizens, do pay state and local taxes, 
including property, sales, and school taxes, and enroll their 
children in our public schools, giving them a stake in decisions of 
the Cambridge City Council that affect them; and 

WHEREAS: Without the ability to vote and gain representation 
through that power, non-citizens are at a disadvantage in ensuring 
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that their views are adequately heard, understood, and represented 
in City Council discussions and policy decisions; and 

WHEREAS: Even if a home rule petition allowing non-citizens to 
vote in municipal elections were to pass through the State 
Legislature, the ability to hold public office would still be reserved 
for U.S. citizens; therefore be it 

ORDERED: That the Neighborhood and Long Term Planning, Public 
Facilities, Art, and Celebrations Committee and the Civic Unity 
Committee hold a joint hearing to determine the feasibility of 
facilitating the appointment of a “Non-Citizen Representative” to 
the City Council, who would: 
1) be elected by Cambridge residents who are ineligible to vote in 

municipal elections solely on account of their citizenship; 
2) would not have the power to vote in Council meetings; 
3) would be able to speak on agenda items at Council meetings; 
4) would be able to submit policy orders to City Council members 

for their consideration; and 5) would be allotted a publicly 
accessible meeting space for non-citizen Cambridge residents to 
air grievances and discuss city issues at least once per month. 

O-8     Mar 21, 2016 
VICE MAYOR MCGOVERN 
COUNCILLOR KELLEY 
WHEREAS: The creation of charter schools has created a two-tiered 

educational system that draws resources away from the broad 
group of public school students to serve a narrow select few; and 

WHEREAS: A recent initiative is seeking to expand charter schools 
in the state by allowing the authorization of up to twelve new 
charters in a year; and 

WHEREAS: Lifting the cap on charter schools would divert even 
more resources from the traditional public school system – 
resources such as qualified teachers and money that would 
improve district schools; and 

WHEREAS: Many educational organizations, including teachers’ 
unions vocally oppose charter expansion; now therefore be it 

RESOLVED: That the City Council go on record in opposition to 
raising the cap on charter schools, supporting the improvement of 
district public schools and the equitable division of educational 
resources; and be it further 

RESOLVED: That the City Clerk be and hereby is requested to 
forward a suitably engrossed copy of this resolution to the elected 
Cambridge delegation in the House and Senate, and to Governor 
Baker on behalf of the entire City Council. 

O-9     Mar 21, 2016 
COUNCILLOR CHEUNG 
WHEREAS: The City of Cambridge Water Department serves more 

than 100,000 residents and works to provide information and 
services to the City’s residents, commercial customers, and 
contractors; and 

WHEREAS: The City of Cambridge’s water has naturally occurring 
mineral content, calcium carbonate, also known as hardness and 
using this water in any heating system may require treatment 
according to manufacturers’ recommendations and plumbing 
systems with corrosion resistant fixtures relating to the specific 
water hardness; and 

WHEREAS: Many in the City from contractors to residents are not 
aware of the unique challenges posed by water hardness, and 
having additional information available via the Cambridge Water 
Department’s website regarding best practices and technical 
resources for installing plumbing fixtures would be useful when 
making installation decisions; and 

WHEREAS: The City of Cambridge Water Department currently 
provides excellent educational resources via their website and 
further offers free water testing and other information to City 
residents; now therefore be it 

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to 
confer with the Cambridge Water Department to create an 
informational web page that will provide plumbing infrastructure 

installation tips for residents, commercial customers, and 
contractors in the City of Cambridge. 

O-10     Mar 21, 2016 
COUNCILLOR CHEUNG 
ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to 

update the City Council on the effects of the removal of sidewalk 
vaults in Central Square. 

O-11     Mar 21, 2016 
MAYOR SIMMONS 
WHEREAS: The Cambridge Housing Authority (CHA) is now in the 

midst of its second full year of a major, agency-wide renovation 
project that is forcing the temporary, and in some cases permanent, 
relocation of its tenants; and 

WHEREAS: Many of these tenants are being offered the opportunity 
to access mobile Section 8 vouchers that would allow them to seek 
housing outside the CHA portfolio, and due to rising rental costs, 
many of these tenants will be forced to secure housing in other 
communities; and 

WHEREAS: The City’s Inclusionary Housing program has a number 
of units that are available for rent each year, and in the interest of 
allowing as many long-term Cambridge residents to remain a part 
of this community as possible, it would be a positive development 
if the Community Development Department could work with the 
CHA to ensure that CHA tenants who accept Section 8 vouchers as 
part of the CHA’s RAD program are given greater consideration in 
securing Community Development Department housing; now 
therefore be it 

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to 
instruct the appropriate Community Development Department 
personnel to reach out to the Cambridge Housing Authority in 
order to determine how to strengthen the opportunities for CHA 
tenants with Section 8 vouchers to secure Community 
Development Department inclusionary units. 


