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 The Housing Committee will meet to discuss potential amendments to the Affordable Housing 

Overlay district as outlined in the November 21, 2022 policy order adopted by the City Council. 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

E. Denise Simmons     

Burhan Azeem     

Dennis J. Carlone Remote    

Alanna Mallon     

Marc C. McGovern     

 

 
A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Housing Committee was held on Wednesday, 
February 8, 2023. The meeting was Called to Order at 12:30 p.m. by the Chair, Councillor 
Simmons. Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2022 adopted by Massachusetts General 
Assembly and approved by the Governor, this public meeting was hybrid, allowing participation 
in person, in the Sullivan Chamber, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, 
MA and by remote participation via zoom. 

 

At the request of the Chair, Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll. 

Councillor Simmons – Present/Remote 

Councillor Azeem – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Carlone – Present/Remote 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor McGovern – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Present – 5, Absent – 0. Quorum established.  

 

Councillor Simmons began by noting that the call of the meeting was to discuss potential 

amendments to the Affordable Housing Overlay district as outlined in the November 21, 2022 

Policy Order (Attachment A) adopted by the City Council. She offered opening remarks 

(Attachment B) and introduced members of the City Council who would be giving an overview 

of a presentation titled “” (Attachment C). Other City staff that were present at the meeting were 

Jeff Roberts, Zoning and Development Director and Chris Cotter, Housing Director from the 

Community Development Department (CDD). Mayor Siddiqui and Megan Bayer, Deputy City 

Solicitor for the Law Department who joined through zoom.  

 

Councillor McGovern, Councillor Azeem, and Councillor Zondervan began their presentation 

titled “Affordable Housing Overlay Amendment: Presentation to the Housing Committee” 

(Attachment C) and highlighted important key factors regarding the Affordable Housing Overlay 

(AHO) amendments including what the current AHO has already accomplished and their 

envision goals.  
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Mike Johnston, Executive Director for the Cambridge Housing Authority (CHA) shared that the 

amendments allow Cambridge to be more competitive in the market and bring more 

development into the City. He commented that the AHO is positive legislation and thanked 

Councillors that brought forward the petition. 

 

Margaret Donnelly Moran, Deputy Executive Director of Development from CHA, noted that 

she was supportive of the amendments and shared how they would add flexibility and allow 

better outcomes. She offered comments about green open spaces, and how that language would 

provide opportunities at Norfolk Street and Jefferson Park for additional units and maintaining or 

adding to the current open space.  

 

Clara Fraden, Director of Planning and Development for Planning for CHA, spoke on Norfolk 

Street housing and the positive and critical opportunities it would provide the community. 

 

Carl Nagy-Koechlin, Executive Director from Just A Start, shared how the amendments would 

improve what is already an excellent and ground breaking policy. He emphasized what the AHO 

has already allowed CHA and Just A Start to accomplish in the community. He noted how the 

amendments open possibilities to give flexibility around design and make for better projects. 

 

Sara Barcan, Executive Director from Homeowners Rehab Inc., shared her support for the AHO 

and its changes. She commented how it is another way for Cambridge to be a leader and an 

example for other communities.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Simmons opened Public Comment. 

 

David Sullivan, 16 Notre Dame Avenue, Cambridge, MA, spoke on the proposed AHO 

amendments and shared that he was in favor of it moving forward. 

 

Allan Sadun, 237 Elm Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on the affordable housing overlay and was 

in favor of the proposed amendments.  

 

Itamar Turner-Trauring, 139 Oxford Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on building more affordable 

housing through an AHO expansion. 

 

David Halperin, 14 Valentine Streer, Cambridge, MA, spoke on the amendments to the 

affordable housing overlay and was in favor of expanding the AHO. 

 

James Zall, 203 Pemberton Street, Cambridge, MA, thanked the Council for passing the AHO 

and considering the improvement to it through the proposed amendments. 

 

Justin Saif, 259 Hurley Street, Cambridge, MA, shared that they supported the proposed 

amendments to the AHO. 

 

Young Kim, 17 Norris Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke against the how the proposed amendments 

came forward and asked for community outreach.  
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Jessica Sheehan, 48 Fairmont Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of the AHO expansion and 

echoed comments made by previous speakers. 

 

Ann Stewart commented on the new AHO amendments and commercial corridors.  

 

Rabbi Yoni thanked Council members who were in favor of the AHO and offered suggestions on 

how the City could provide housing.  

 

Suzanne Blier, 5 Fuller Place, Cambridge, MA, spoke on housing within the unhoused 

community and allowing people to build equity on their own property. 

 

Elaine DeRosa, 4 Pleasant Place, Cambridge, MA, offered comments on AHO, the proposed 

amendments, and open space.  

 

Lisa Drier, Cogswell Avenue, Cambridge, MA, spoke against the proposed amendments to the 

AHO and asked for a more robust and diverse approach to increase housing.  

 

Merry White, 6 Cypress Street, Cambridge, MA, shared that the City is polarized along many 

issues, especially affordable housing, and spoke against the proposed amendments. 

 

Gus Rancatore, 18 Amory Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke against the proposed amendments and 

believes there should be more discussion going forward. 

 

Dan Phillips, 234 Broadway, Cambridge, MA, supports more housing and the expansion of the 

AHO.  

 

Dana Niu, 234 Broadway, Cambridge, MA, spoke in support of affordable housing and shared 

how affordable housing helped her and her family growing up.  

 

Ryan Snider, 216 Norfolk Street, Cambridge, MA, is in favor of affordable housing but not in 

favor of the proposed amendments. They asked for the City to look at a new perspective around 

affordable housing going forward.  

 

Joshua Redstone, 1 Percy Place, spoke on language around properties regarding setbacks. 

 

Marilee Meyer, 10 Dana Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke against the City wide upzoning and 

spoke on their issues within the AHO.  

 

Robert Camacho, 24 Corporal Burns Road, Cambridge, MA, spoke against the amendments and 

how there was no transparency with residents when the amendments were put together and 

proposed.  

 

Charles Franklin, 162 Hampshire Street, Cambridge, MA, shared that they supported the AHO 

amendments and offered suggestions on building height requirements.  
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Annmarie Flynn, 341 Walden Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke against the proposed amendments 

and suggested to not only make it affordable but make it desirable.  

 

Heather Hoffman, 213 Hurley Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke against the AHO proposed 

amendments and shared that the City should be focusing on housing that is buildable and 

affordable, and not take away the quality of living.   

 

Mark Kon, 5 Ashton Place, Cambridge, MA, spoke on the affordable housing overlay and shared 

there has to be a limit on how much housing is available and the quality of life. 

 

Marie Saccoccio, 55 Otis Street, Cambridge, MA, commented that the timing of the AHO 

proposed amendments does not line up with tech companies who are laying off employees and 

that the City is not approaching the problem correctly. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Simmons recognized Councillor McGovern who made a motion to 

close public comment. 

Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll. 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Yes -5, No – 0. Motion passed. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Simmons noted that due to the current time, there will not be enough time 

for Councillors and City Staff to have discussion. She shared that the Housing Committee plans 

to have a continuation of the meeting in March or sooner.  

 

The meeting was recessed at approximately at 2:15p.m. 

 

Attachment A – Policy Order 2022 #306, Amendments to the Affordable Housing Overlay 

Attachment B – Opening remarks from Councillor Simmons 

Attachment C – Presentation titled, “Affordable Housing Overlay Amendments: Presentation to 

the Housing Committee” 

 

The City Clerk’s Office received fifty-three communications, Attachments 1-53 

 

Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and 

every City Council Committee meeting.  This is a permanent record.  
 
The video for this meeting can be viewed at:  

https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/440?view_id=1&redirect=true&h=ab1b67d613df0

b9e869c067773c7b6a0 

 

https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/440?view_id=1&redirect=true&h=ab1b67d613df0b9e869c067773c7b6a0
https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/440?view_id=1&redirect=true&h=ab1b67d613df0b9e869c067773c7b6a0
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Amendments to the Affordable Housing Overlay. 

 A communication was received from Councillor Marc McGovern, transmitting the AHO 

amendments for the Housing Committee meeting. 








































































































































































