
ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

COMMITTEE MEETING 

~ MINUTES ~ 

 Tuesday, February 14, 2023 3:00 PM Sullivan Chamber 

                                                                                                                                                   795 Massachusetts Avenue 

                                                                                                                                                         Cambridge, MA 02139 

City of Cambridge Page 1   

I. The Ordinance Committee will hold a public meeting to continue the discussion on Citizen’s Zoning 

Petition from Suzanne P. Blier, et. al Harvard Square Zoning Petition Modification regarding 

Frontage of Financial Institutions – APP 2022 #46. 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Burhan Azeem     

Dennis J. Carlone    3:20 PM 

Alanna Mallon     

Marc C. McGovern     

Patricia Nolan     

E. Denise Simmons    3:26 PM 

Paul F. Toner     

Quinton Zondervan Remote    

Sumbul Siddiqui Remote    

 

 

A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Ordinance Committee was held on Tuesday, 

February 14, 2023. The meeting was called to order at 3:00 p.m. by the Chair, Councillor 

Zondervan.  Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2022 adopted by Massachusetts General 

Assembly and approved by the Governor, this public meeting was hybrid, allowing participation 

in person, in the Sullivan Chamber, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, 

MA and by remote participation via Zoom.    
 

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Absent 

Councillor Carlone – Absent* 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor McGovern – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Nolan – Absent 

Councillor Simmons – Absent* 

Councillor Toner – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Zondervan – Present/Remote 

Mayor Siddiqui – Present/Remote 

Present – 5, Absent – 4. Quorum established. 

*Councillor Carlone was marked present and remote at 3:20 p.m. 

*Councillor Simmons was marked present and remote at 3:26 p.m. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan noted that the call of the meeting was to continue the 

discussion on Citizen’s Zoning Petition from Suzanne P. Blier, et. al Harvard Square Zoning 
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Petition Modification regarding Frontage of Financial Institutions – APP 2022 #46. Councillor 

Zondervan introduced the petitioner, Suzanne Blier, President of the Harvard Square 

Neighborhood Association and was accompanied by Brad Bellows. Suzanne Blier did an 

overview of her presentation, “Harvard Square Zoning Petition Amendment Planning Board 

meeting December 6, 2022” (Attachment A).  

 

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan opened Public Comment 

 

Heather Hoffman, 213 Hurley Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in support of the Petitioner and the  

language provided by CDD. 

 

Nicola Williams, 8 Brewer Street, Cambridge, MA, shared that she supported banks, and will 

continue to work with the Business Association, and sometimes it’s ok to agree to disagree. 

 

John DiGiovanni, 50 Church Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on a zoning amendment from three 

years ago that was passed and advanced zoning work for Harvard Square and offered comments 

against the current zoning petition, and asked that the City focus on ways to improve public 

space in Harvard Square. 

 

Denise Jillson, 2203 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA, from the Harvard Square Business 

Association, spoke against the petition and asked that the City focus on working towards a 

robust, relevant, fun, clean, welcoming, and safe Harvard Square. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan introduced Jeff Roberts, Zoning and Development Director for 

the Community Development Department (CDD) who was joined by Megan Bayer, Deputy City 

Solicitor. Mr. Roberts reviewed the response to Policy Order 2023 #7 (Attachment B) from CDD 

and the Law Department.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillor McGovern who had clarifying questions 

for the Petitioner regarding linear square footage and offered comments about banks in Harvard 

Square and the zoning petition. Suzanne Blier responded.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillor Carlone who shared comments and 

concerns regarding the petition and Harvard Square, noting that it is worth having further 

discussions around the petition to get it right in the future. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillor Toner who shared that he would side 

with property owners and feels they should be able to rent to whomever they like. He shared that 

he would like to see the petition expire so more work can be done on it.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Vice Mayor Mallon who shared that she would like 

to see the petition expire so the Petitioners are able to go back to CDD to work out some of the 

issues with the petition. 
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The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillor Simmons who echoed comments made 

by Vice Mayor Mallon about the petition expiring and noted that collaboration and cooperation 

is a way to move forward.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan offered comments around the petition and noted that CDD has 

provided improved language to amend it. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Mayor Siddiqui who shared support for the 

petitioners but also agree with some of the statements made by other Council members. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillor Toner who asked the Law Department  

if the Council voted a negative recommendation, because the Planning Board has made a 

positive recommendation, would the petitioner be able to bring it back without the two year 

moratorium. Deputy Solicitor Megan Bayer responded noting that Councillor Toner was correct, 

and shared language from the zoning ordinance that would allow that. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Vice Mayor Mallon who made a motion to 

amend the Petition from Suzanne P. Blier, et.al Harvard Square Zoning Petition by 

substitution with the language provided by CDD and the Law Department, Attachment B.   

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Absent 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Absent 

Councillor Simmons – Absent 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 6, No – 0, Absent – 3. Motion passed. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan made a motion to amend the language provided by CDD 

to include the suggestion made by the Petitioner to remove the words “street line” and 

replace them with “building façade”.  

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Absent 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Absent 

Councillor Simmons – Absent 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 6, No – 0, Absent – 3. Motion passed. 
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The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillor McGovern who made a motion to 

forward the Petition from Suzanne P. Blier, et.al Harvard Square Zoning Petition, as 

amended to the full City Council with a negative recommendation. 

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Absent 

Councillor Carlone – No 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Absent 

Councillor Simmons – Absent 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – No 

Mayor Siddiqui – No 

Yes – 3, No – 3, Absent – 3. Motion failed. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillor Carlone who made a motion to 

send the Petition from Suzanne P. Blier, et.al Harvard Square Zoning Petition 

as amended to the full City Council with no recommendation.  

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Absent 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – No 

Councillor McGovern – No 

Councillor Nolan – Absent 

Councillor Simmons – Absent 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 4, No – 2, Absent – 3. Motion passed. 

 

ORDERED:  That the Petition from Suzanne P. Blier, et.al Harvard Square Zoning 

Petition as amended be sent to the full City Council with no recommendation.  A clean copy 

is provided as Attachment C.   

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Absent 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Absent 

Councillor Simmons – Absent 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 6, No – 0, Absent – 3. Meeting adjourned at approximately 4:23 p.m.  
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Attachment A – Presentation titled, “Harvard Square Zoning Petition Amendment Planning 

Board meeting December 6, 2022”. 

Attachment B – Memorandum from CDD and the Law Department to the City Manager 

Attachment C – Petition as further amended to include Petitioners suggestion  

Attachments D-K - Written Communications Received from the Public  

 

Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and 

every City Council Committee meeting.  This is a permanent record.  

The video for this meeting can be viewed at: 

https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/443?view_id=1&redirect=true&h=629be383d164f

7b479cf13dcfb81b8f4 

 

 
 

 A Zoning Petition Has been received from Suzanne P. Blier, et al. Harvard Square Zoning Petition 

Modification regarding Frontage of Financial Institutions REFERRED TO ORDINANCE 

COMMITTEE AND PLANNING BOARD FOR HEARING AND REPORT IN CITY COUNCIL 

OCTOBER 17, 2022 

 A communication transmitted from Yi-An Huang, City Manager, relative to Policy Order 2023 #7, 

regarding Information on Blier, et al., Zoning Petition. FINAL FEBRUARY 13, 2023 

 A communication was received from the Planning Board, transmitting the Planning Board 

recommends ADOPTION, with additional considerations. 

 A communication was received from Suzanne P. Blier, regarding a presentation for the Ordinance 

Committee meeting. 
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