
JOINT MEETING BETWEEN THE CIVIC UNITY COMMITTEE 

AND THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND UNIVERSITY 

RELATIONS COMMITTEE MEETING 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

~ MINUTES ~ 

 Wednesday, January 18, 2023 1:00 PM Sullivan Chamber 

                                                                                                                                                    795 Massachusetts Avenue 

                                                                                                                                                          Cambridge, MA 02139 

City of Cambridge Page 1   

 The Civic Unity and Economic Development and University Relations Committees will hold a joint 

public meeting to receive and update on the current state of the Cannabis industry in Cambridge 

and Massachusetts. 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Paul F. Toner     

Burhan Azeem    1:05 PM 

Alanna Mallon     

Patricia Nolan     

Quinton Zondervan    1:05 PM 

E. Denise Simmons     

Dennis J. Carlone     

 

 
A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s joint Civic Unity and Economic Development 
and University Relations Committees on January 18, 2023. The meeting was called to order at 
1:00 p.m. by the Chair, Councillor Simmons.  Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2022 
adopted by Massachusetts General Assembly and approved by the Governor, this public meeting 
was hybrid, allowing participation in person, in the Sullivan Chamber, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 795 
Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA and by remote participation via Zoom.    

 

At the request of the Chair, Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll. 

Councillor Simmons – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Toner – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Azeem – Absent* 

Councillr Carlone – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Nolan – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Zondervan – Absent* 

Present- 5, Absent – 2. Quorum established. 

*Councillor Azeem and Councillor Zondervan were both marked present at 1:05p.m. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Simmons noted that the call of the meeting was to receive and update on 

the current state of the Cannabis industry in Cambridge and Massachusetts. She began the 

meeting by offering her opening remarks (Attachment A) and introducing City Staff that were 

present at the meeting, which included Iram Farooq, Assistant City Manager who was joined by 

her team members Christina DiLisio, Economic Development Specialist, Jeff Roberts, Zoning 
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and Development Director, Pardis Safari, Director of Economic Opportunity and Developement 

and Swaathi Joseph, Zoning Project Planner, all from the Community Development Department 

(CDD). Other City staff present were Superintendent Robert Lowe from the Cambridge Police 

Department (CPD) and Megan Bayer, Deputy City Solicitor for the Law Department. 

 

Councillor Toner also offered opening remarks and thanked City Staff and panelists for joining 

the meeting. He noted that some of the panelists that were present were local cannabis business 

owners, Marcus Johnson Smith co-owner of Kush Groove Dispensary, Richard Harding co-

owner of GreenSoul Organics, LLC, Sean Hope co-owner of Yamba Boutique Marijuana 

Dispensary, and Dennis Benzan CEO and Manager of Western Front, and the chairman from the 

statewide cannabis coalition, Steve Hoffman, Director, and Investor, EO Care, Inc. 

 

Christina DiLisio began a presentation titled, “Joint Civic Unity & Economic Development and 

University Relations Committee Meeting, Status Update on Cannabis Industry” (Attachment B). 

Ms. DiLisio gave an overview of different terms used in the Cannabis industry, a review of the 

Cannabis business permitting ordinance, current and perspective Cannabis businesses, medical 

cannabis versus retail and delivery, the process of getting a business opened and the financial 

component with fees and taxes. Superintendent Lowe also reviewed the interactions CPD has 

had since 2017 with cannabis dispensary calls, noting that there have been one hundred and 

seventy-eight calls for service, with most of them being alarm calls. He concluded by sharing 

that from a police perspective there has not been a negative impact from the cannabis 

dispensaries in the City of Cambridge. 

 

Steve Hoffman summarized a presentation titled, “Cannabis Health & Wellness” (Attachment 

B), which went over the key trends, issues, access, and the future of cannabis care. He noted that 

compared to all prescribed medications, cannabis is in the top-three by sales volume and while 

cannabis still lies outside mainstream medicine, 90% of people want it as a medical option. He 

ended by noting that a common mission for everyone should be to unlock accessible cannabis 

care using evidenced-based, scalable methods to integrate cannabis medicine into our health and 

insurance ecosystem. 

 

Marcus Johnson Smith, Richard Harding, Sean Hope, and Dennis Benzan offered comments and 

concerns regarding their experiences working with City of Cambridge and getting their Cannabis 

businesses started. It was noted how important it was having Ms. DiLisio from CDD as a liaison 

between business owners and the City, to help with any questions that may have come up during 

the process and thanked the City Council and City staff for being supportive from start to finish. 

Other topics that were brought up during discussion were H.C.A.s, the Traffic Mitigation Fees, 

rental property rates because of the type of business they are running, the requirement of bike 

racks on location, and how the process of opening and getting started can create obstacles in 

other jurisdictions. All the panelists did agree that working with the City of Cambridge has been 

extremely effortless and easy. 

 

Kenneth Reeves, President of the Cambridge branch of the NAACP, shared that he was at the 

meeting to learn how the industry has progressed and what the experience of those in the equity 

categories has been. He also noted that he had visited the Western Front location and witnessed a 
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bike rack in the middle of an area where employees are supposed to have lunch, and suggested 

the City rethink the bike rack requirements and also go to the location to see it themselves. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Simmons opened public comment. 

 

Steven DeMarco, 291 Broadway, Cambridge, MA, brought to the attention of the Committee 

that he is a social equity holder, and twice in the last three months he has been offered to a social 

equity front for existing operators trying to get around Cambridge’s social equity policy. 

 

Beryl Minkle, 21 Gold Star Road, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of both medical and 

recreational use, and noted that there is a concern about cannabis shops saturating the area. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Simmons recognized Vice Mayor Mallon who made a motion to 

close public comment. 

Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll. 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Azeem -Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – No 

Yes – 6, No – 1. Motion passed. 

 

Councillor Toner had a clarifying question for Steve Hoffman regarding what recommendations 

for state regulations to try and change and what can E.O. and others be doing to help move the 

medical profession along to be more open about these types of issues. Mr. Hoffman was able to 

provide answers and noted that he believes E.O. is in a good position to help connect patients 

with clinicians and help observe over time, and it would be a lot easier to accomplish with State 

support. Councillor Toner also had clarifying questions for CDD regarding revenue and what 

kind of financial benefit the City gets through revenues and the traffic mitigation fee and the 

bicycle racks. Iram Farooq noted that the traffic mitigation fee is something that emerged to 

promote Cambridge retail cannabis establishments using sustainable modes of transportation. It 

was recommended by the Traffic Department and adopted by the Planning Board as a special 

permit condition that has become standard in all the cannabis special permits. Councillor Toner 

had one final clarifying question about the challenges that come within the host community 

agreement and special permits part of the process, Megan Bayer shared that the process is within 

the Council’s control and can be modified. 

 

Councillor Nolan had a question for CDD regarding how many women-owned businesses there 

are across the State. Christina DiLisio noted that there are three women owned businesses, within 

the subset of economic empowerment applicants there are four businesses that are either 

completely owned or more that fifty percent owned by women.  

 

Councillor Azeem shared that if anyone wanted to shorten the cannabis business process, he 

would be supportive of that. 
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Vice Mayor Mallon noted that she is supportive of the economic empowerment applicants, and if 

there are any ways to decrease the amount of time before opening, the City should be looking at 

that. She shared that she looks forward to future conversations on the subject. 

 

Councillor Zondervan commented that he looks forward to shortening the process for the permit 

and eliminating the $35,000 fee. 

 

Councillor Carlone shared that at future meetings it would be important to speak on the map that 

Christina DiLisio shared in her presentation with the Committee if the City wants to see 

businesses being successful. 

 

The Chair, Couincillor Simmons reviewed what items the Committee would be looking at that 

were brought up during the meeting. These items included giving Christina DiLisio more 

responsibility as the liaison, adding a Policy Order to the next City Council meeting (01/23/023) 

regarding the special permitting fess and bicycle parking requirements (POR 2023 #10), 

updating the H.C.A., acknowledging the limitations of the 280-E on the business, equity 

provisions, and side deals, and also how the City can help expedite the process. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Simmons recognized Councillor Zondervan who made a motion to 

adjourn the meeting. 

Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll. 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Yes – 7, No – 0. Motion passed. Meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:54p.m. 

 

Attachment A – Councillor Simmons opening remarks 

Attachment B – Presentation titled, “Joint Civic Unity & Economic Development and University 

Relations Committee Meeting: 

Attachment C – Presentation titled, “Cannabis Health & Wellness” 

 

The City Clerk’s Office received one written communication, Attachment D. 

 

Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and 

every City Council Committee meeting.  This is a permanent record. 

The video for this meeting can be viewed at: 
https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/401?view_id=1&redirect=true&h=9eb30b44a15c

b8688318dd33d4ea9f09 
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 A communication was received from Economic Development Specialist, Community Development 

Christina Dilisio, transmitting a Status Update on Cannabis Industry. 

 A communication was received from EO Care, Inc. Boston, MA, regarding the Hoffman 

presentation. 
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