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 The Housing Committee and Finance Committee will hold a joint public hearing to review and 

discuss the Cambridge Affordable Housing Trust and to discuss the City's relationship with the 

Trust, consider funding priorities, and ways to fund affordable housing development in Cambridge. 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Burhan Azeem Remote    

Marc C. McGovern     

Patricia Nolan     

Joan Pickett     

Sumbul Siddiqui Remote   12:16 PM 

Jivan Sobrinho-Wheeler     

Paul F. Toner Remote   12:18 PM 

Ayesha M. Wilson     

E. Denise Simmons Remote    

 

 

HOUSING COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Burhan Azeem Remote    

Marc C. McGovern     

Sumbul Siddiqui Remote   12:16 PM 

Jivan Sobrinho-Wheeler     

Ayesha M. Wilson     

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Councillor Nolan, Co-Chair 

Councillor Pickett, Co-Chair 

Councillor Azeem 

Vice Mayor McGovern 

Councillor Siddiqui 

Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler 

Councillor Toner 

Councillor Wilson 

Mayor Simmons 
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HOUSING COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Councillor Azeem, Co-Chair 

Councillor Siddiqui, Co-Chair 

Vice Mayor McGovern 

Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler 

Councillor Wilson 

 
A joint public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Finance and Housing Committees was 
held on Wednesday, July 10, 2024. The meeting was Called to Order at 12:00 p.m. by the Co-
Chair of the Finance Committee, Councillor Nolan. Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2023 
adopted by Massachusetts General Assembly and approved by the Governor, this public meeting 
was hybrid, allowing participation in person, in the Sullivan Chamber, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 795 
Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA and by remote participation via Zoom. 

 
At the request of Co-Chair Nolan, City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll of both Committees. 

Finance Committee 

Councillor Azeem – Present/Remote 

Vice Mayor McGovern – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 
Councillor Nolan – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Pickett – Absent 
Councillor Siddiqui – Absent* 

Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler – Present 
Councillor Toner – Absent* 

Councillor Wilson – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 
Mayor Simmons – Present/Remote 

Present – 6, Absent – 3. Quorum established. 

 

 

 

 

Housing Committee 

Councillor Azeem – Present/Remote 
Vice Mayor McGovern – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Siddiqui – Absent* 
Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Wilson – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 
Present – 4, Absent – 1. Quorum established. 

*Councillor Siddiqui was marked present and remote for both Committees at 12:16p.m 
and became present in the Sullivan Chamber at 12:35p.m. 

*Councillor Toner was marked present and remote at 12:18p.m. 

 

Co-Chair Nolan that the Call of the meeting was to review and discuss the Cambridge 
Affordable Housing Trust and to discuss the City’s relationship with the Trust, consider funding 
priorities, and ways to fund affordable housing development in Cambridge. Present at the 
meeting was City Manager, Yi-An Huang and Housing Director, Chris Cotter. Co-Chair Nolan 
shared that Susan Connelly was present via Zoom and available to respond to questions and 
comments regarding the Trust and shared her experience regarding housing. 
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Co-Chair Nolan offered opening remarks and read the following (not verbatim). Over the years, 

the council has wanted to better understand the functioning of the AHT and there have been calls 

for more user-friendly communication of the work of the Trust. And recently there was a 

citizen’s petition about the composition of the Board of the AHT, so there is significant public 

interest in better understanding the operations of the Trust. Which makes sense, since it is 

probably the single largest financial entity outside of the regular department budget - with tens of 

millions of dollars allocated to it annually. And the AHT is a key source of funding for 

Affordable Housing projects within the city. 

 

The Cambridge AHT was formed before the state created the legislation which allowed cities 

and towns to form Affordable Housing Trusts, so our own AHT differs slightly from the state 

model. That state framework shares much of what Cambridge has, and other communities use as 

their form. The sense is that, as in other areas, Cambridge is doing a lot and has accomplished a 

lot, due to the extraordinary resources the city has allocated to the Trust. And still there may be 

ways that the operations can be improved - we can always learn from others, as others can learn 

from us. Something Cambridge has sought to do recently is to open up and seek out those best 

practices - share ours and learn from others. That perspective is healthy, to end the insularity that 

too often Cambridge has had as a culture. 

 

The presentation is mostly on the work of the Trust, and current projects. Following the 

discussion on that, we hope to have a discussion on questions that have come up related to 

transparency, communication, training, policies, and any other matters that would move us all 

forward to a better understanding of the Trust and improved functioning of the Trust. 
 
Co-Chair Nolan recognized City Manager Huang who offered brief remarks and introduced 
Chris Cotter and the members of the Affordable Housing Trust (AHT) who were present both via 
Zoom and in the Sullivan Chamber. Chris Cotter gave a presentation titled “Cambridge 
Affordable Housing Trust Overview”, which was provided in advance of the meeting and 
included in the Agenda Packet. The presentation included a review of AHT, projects the Trust 
helps to fund, increase of housing units, revenue sources within Trust funding, and an overview 
of existing and future developments. During the presentation members from the City, Susan 
Connelly, and members of the Trust were available to respond to questions and comments that 
came forward from Co-Chair Nolan, Vice Mayor McGovern, and Councillor Azeem.  

 
Co-Chair Nolan opened Public Comment. 

 
Helen Walker, 43 Linnaean Street, Cambridge, MA, provided comments regarding safety in the 
areas of proposed AHT developments. 
 

Frederico Muchnik, 82 Richdale Avenue, Cambridge, MA, offered comments on the AHT’s 
relationship with the Planning Board. 

 
Sierra Dearns, 7 Temple Street, Cambridge, MA, YWCA, shared their strong support for the 
Cambridge Housing Justice Coalition Citizen’s Petition to amend the AHT. 
 

Sara Barcan, 280 Franklin Street, Cambridge, MA, Executive Director HRI, offered comments 
of support of the relationship between HRI, AHT, and the City to provide affordable housing 
units. 
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Justin Saif, 259 Hurley Street, Cambridge, MA, shared that the AHT is underfunded in order to 
be able to provide the affordable housing Cambridge needs. 
 

Marilee Meyer, 10 Dana Street, Cambridge, MA, shared concerns relative to height, density, and 
zoning of building more affordable housing. 

 
Valerie Bonds, 812 Memorial Drive, Cambridge, MA, offered comments of both support and 
concern regarding the AHT. 
 
Carl Nagy-Koechlin, 1035 Cambridge Street, Cambridge, MA, Just A Start, offered comments of 
support for the AHT and the Affordable Housing Overlay. 

 
Suzanne Blier, 5 Fuller Place, Cambridge, MA, noted the importance of working on the issues 
around the environment and bicycling, as well as the State. 
 

Dan Totten, 54 Bishop Allen Drive, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of affordable housing and 
that being transparent is important. 

 
Eve Sullivan, 144 Pemberton Street, Cambridge, MA, shared comments that were not in favor of 
the proposed development at Walden Square. 
 

Lee Farris, 269 Norfolk Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of the AHT being more 
transparent with the public. 

 
Heather Hoffman, 213 Hurley Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of public involvement and 
offered comments relative to funding. 
 

James Zall, 203 Pemberton Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of strengthening the AHT and 
encouraging and assisting the production of more affordable housing units. 

 
Co-Chair Nolan recognized Vice Mayor McGovern who made a motion to close public 
comment. 

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll of both Committees. 

 

Finance Committee 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 
Vice Mayor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 
Councillor Pickett – Absent 

Councillor Siddiqui – Yes 
Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Present 
Councillor Wilson – Yes 

Mayor Simmons – Absent 
Yes – 6, No – 0, Absent – 3. Motion passed. 

 

Housing Committee 
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Councillor Azeem – Yes 
Vice Mayor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Siddiqui – Yes 
Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler – Yes 

Councillor Wilson – Yes 
Yes – 5. Motion passed. 

 

Co-Chair Nolan recognized Vice Mayor McGovern who asked if the AHT has the authority to 
monitor buildings. Chris Cotter shared that the AHT has the authority to inspect and monitor 
buildings for compliance. Chris Cotter pointed out that when there are concerns, they are referred 
to the Inspectional Services Department (ISD). Chris Cotter also shared that when ISD sees a 
pattern in certain buildings, they will notify the proper people if it is a city funded building or a 
building where the City has some involvement. 
 

Co-Chair Nolan recognized Councillor Wilson who shared that she appreciates the conversation 
and the comments made during public comment. Councillor Wilson shared the importance of 
having the AHT be utilized to help the community in addition to recognizing the challenges of 
some of the quality of the maintenance in some of the units. Chris Cotter noted that funding for 
the Trust is not generally available for maintenance and shared an example of how the City and 
the AHT would approach a situation where maintenance is needed in a building funded by the 
AHT. 
 

Co-Chair Nolan recognized Councillor Siddiqui who shared that she would support having more 
conversations around helping with the maintenance of buildings. Councillor Siddiqui asked what 
the on boarding of new members is like beyond the Open Meeting Law training. Chris Cotter 
responded by sharing the different opportunities and appropriate training they are trying to 
connect members with as they continue to bring new members on. In addition, Susan Connelly 
provided examples of the different training courses that are available. 

 
Co-Chair Nolan recognized Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler who made a motion to recess the 
meeting. 

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll of both Committees. 

 

Finance Committee 

Councillor Azeem – Absent 
Vice Mayor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 
Councillor Pickett – Absent 

Councillor Siddiqui – Yes 
Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Absent 
Councillor Wilson - Yes 

Mayor Simmons – Absent 
Yes – 5, No – 0, Absent – 4. Motion passed. 

 

Housing Committee 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 
Vice Mayor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Siddiqui – Yes 
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Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler – Yes 
Councillor Wilson – Yes 

Yes – 5. Motion passed. 
 

The joint Finance and Housing Committee meeting went into recess at 2:04p.m. 

 

Attachment A – The City Clerk’s Office received seven written communications  
 

Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and 
every City Council Committee meeting.  This is a permanent record. The video for this meeting 
can be viewed at: 
https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/786?view_id=1&redirect=true 

 

 

 

 A communication was received from Chris Cotter, Housing Director Cambridge Community 

Development Department, transmitting Cambridge Affordable Housing Trust Overview. 

https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/786?view_id=1&redirect=true





























