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 Call to Order 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Burhan Azeem     

Marc C. McGovern     

Patricia Nolan     

Sumbul Siddiqui Remote    

Jivan Sobrinho-Wheeler     

Paul F. Toner     

Ayesha M. Wilson     

Catherine Zusy     

E. Denise Simmons     

 

A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Ordinance Committee was held on Thursday,  January 16, 

2025. The meeting was Called to Order at 3:00 p.m. by the Co-Chair, Vice Mayor McGovern.  Pursuant to 

Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2023 adopted by Massachusetts General Court and approved by the Governor, the City 

is authorized to use remote participation. This public meeting was hybrid, allowing participation in person, in 

the Sullivan Chamber, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA and by remote 

participation via Zoom. 

 

At the request of the Chair, City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Vice Mayor McGovern – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Nolan – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Siddiqui – Present/Remote 

Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Toner – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Wilson – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Zusy – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Mayor Simmons – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Present – 9.  Quorum established. 

 

The Chair, Vice Mayor McGovern made opening remarks.  

 

The Chair, Vice Mayor McGovern recognized Mayor Simmons who made a motion to   

amend the Multifamily Housing Zoning Petition Part One, by substitution with the language provided by 

the Community Development Department in response to POR 2024 #163.                  

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Burhan Azeem – Yes 

Vice Mayor Marc C. McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Patricia Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Sumbul Siddiqui – Yes 

Councillor Jivan G. Sobrinho-Wheeler – Yes 

Councillor Paul F. Toner – Yes 
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Councillor Ayesha M. Wilson – Yes 

Councillor Catherine Zusy - Yes 

Mayor E. Denise Simmons – Yes 

Yes-9. Motion passed.  

 

The Chair, Vice Mayor McGovern recognized Mayor Simmons who made a motion to amend the 

Multifamily Housing Zoning Petition Part Two by substitution with the language provided by the 

Community Development Department in response to POR 2024 #163.                   

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Burhan Azeem – Yes 

Vice Mayor Marc C. McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Patricia Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Sumbul Siddiqui – Yes 

Councillor Jivan G. Sobrinho-Wheeler – Yes 

Councillor Paul F. Toner – Yes 

Councillor Ayesha M. Wilson – Yes 

Councillor Catherine Zusy - Yes 

Mayor E. Denise Simmons – Yes 

Yes-9. Motion passed.  

 

The Chair, Vice Mayor McGovern recognized City staff present including  Iram Farooq, Assistant City 

Manager for Community Development (CDD), Jeff Roberts, Director of Zoning and Development, CDD, Chris 

Cotter, Housing Director, CDD, Melissa Peters, Chief of Planning Strategy, CDD and Megan Bayer, City 

Solicitor,  Daniel Messplay, Senior Zoning Manager, Evan Spetrini,  Associate Zoning Planner for Zoning and 

Development, Peter McLaughlin, Commissioner, Inspectional Services Division (ISD), and Jacob Lazzara, 

Assistant Commissioner, ISD.  CDD staff gave a presentation, copy attached.  The Chair, Vice Mayor 

McGovern recognized Mayor Simmons and Councillors for discussion.  City staff including City Solicitor 

Megan Bayer responded to questions. 

The Chair, Vice Mayor McGovern recognized Councillor Azeem who made a motion to amend the 

Multifamily Housing Zoning Petition Part One by  increasing the Inclusionary Residence C-1 Zoning 

Height to 74' and adding a local context exemption for other setbacks similar to the one for front 

setbacks. After discussion with City staff, the motion was refined to read: To amend Multifamily Housing 

Zoning Petition Part One by increasing the Inclusionary Residence C-1 Zoning Height to 74'.  

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Burhan Azeem – Yes 

Vice Mayor Marc C. McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Patricia Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Sumbul Siddiqui – Yes 

Councillor Jivan G. Sobrinho-Wheeler – Yes 

Councillor Paul F. Toner – Yes 

Councillor Ayesha M. Wilson – Yes 

Councillor Catherine Zusy - Yes 

Mayor E. Denise Simmons – Yes 

Yes-9. Motion passed.  

 

The Chair, Vice Mayor McGovern recognized Councillor Toner who made a motion to extend the 

meeting for an additional 30 minutes. 

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Burhan Azeem – Yes 

Vice Mayor Marc C. McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Patricia Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Sumbul Siddiqui – Yes 

Councillor Jivan G. Sobrinho-Wheeler – Yes 

Councillor Paul F. Toner – Yes 

Councillor Ayesha M. Wilson – Yes 

Councillor Catherine Zusy - Yes 
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Mayor E. Denise Simmons – Yes 

Yes-9. Motion passed.  

 

The Chair, Vice Mayor McGovern recognized Councillor Toner who made a motion to amend 

Multifamily Housing Zoning Petition Part Two by Changing 75,000 square feet to 50,000 square feet in 

Section 19.23 – Special Permit Threshold – Table 1  RESIDENCES:  ALL USES in SECTION 4.31, a-j. 

The Chair, Vice Mayor McGovern recognized Councillors for discussion on the motion. 

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Burhan Azeem – No 

Vice Mayor Marc C. McGovern – No 

Councillor Patricia Nolan – No 

Councillor Sumbul Siddiqui – No 

Councillor Jivan G. Sobrinho-Wheeler – No 

Councillor Paul F. Toner – Yes 

Councillor Ayesha M. Wilson – No 

Councillor Catherine Zusy - Yes 

Mayor E. Denise Simmons – No 

Yes-2, No-7.  Motion failed.   

 

The Chair, Vice Mayor McGovern recognized Mayor Simmons who made a motion to extend the meeting 

by an additional 10 minutes.  

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Burhan Azeem – Yes 

Vice Mayor Marc C. McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Patricia Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Sumbul Siddiqui – Yes 

Councillor Jivan G. Sobrinho-Wheeler – Yes 

Councillor Paul F. Toner – Yes 

Councillor Ayesha M. Wilson – Yes 

Councillor Catherine Zusy - Yes 

Mayor E. Denise Simmons – Yes 

Yes-9. Motion passed.  

 

The Chair, Vice Mayor McGovern recognized Councillor Azeem who made a motion to send the 

Multifamily Housing  Zoning Petition Part One, as Amended, to the City Council with a favorable 

recommendation that it be Passed to a Second Reading. 

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Burhan Azeem – Yes 

Vice Mayor Marc C. McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Patricia Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Sumbul Siddiqui – Yes 

Councillor Jivan G. Sobrinho-Wheeler – Yes 

Councillor Paul F. Toner – Yes 

Councillor Ayesha M. Wilson – Yes 

Councillor Catherine Zusy - No 

Mayor E. Denise Simmons – Yes 

Yes-8, No-1. Motion passed.  

 

The Chair, Vice Mayor McGovern recognized Councillor Siddiqui who made a motion to send the 

Multifamily Housing Zoning Petition Part Two, as Amended, to the City Council with a favorable 

recommendation that it be Passed to a Second Reading.   

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Burhan Azeem – Yes 

Vice Mayor Marc C. McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Patricia Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Sumbul Siddiqui – Yes 



Minutes Ordinance Committee January 16, 2025 

City of Cambridge Page 4   

Councillor Jivan G. Sobrinho-Wheeler – Yes 

Councillor Paul F. Toner – Yes 

Councillor Ayesha M. Wilson – Yes 

Councillor Catherine Zusy - No 

Mayor E. Denise Simmons – Yes 

Yes-8, No-1.  Motion passed.  

 

Vice Mayor McGovern recognized Mayor Simmons who made a motion to send CMA 2024 #207 to the 

City Council with a recommendation that it be Placed on File.  

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Burhan Azeem – Yes 

Vice Mayor Marc C. McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Patricia Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Sumbul Siddiqui – Yes 

Councillor Jivan G. Sobrinho-Wheeler – Yes 

Councillor Paul F. Toner – Yes 

Councillor Ayesha M. Wilson – Yes 

Councillor Catherine Zusy - No 

Mayor E. Denise Simmons – Yes 

Yes-8, No-1.  Motion passed.  

Vice Mayor McGovern recognized Councillor Wilson who made a motion to send CDD’s response dated 

January 14, 2025, to the City Council with a recommendation that it be Placed on File.  

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Burhan Azeem – Yes 

Vice Mayor Marc C. McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Patricia Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Sumbul Siddiqui – Yes 

Councillor Jivan G. Sobrinho-Wheeler – Yes 

Councillor Paul F. Toner – Yes 

Councillor Ayesha M. Wilson – Yes 

Councillor Catherine Zusy - No 

Mayor E. Denise Simmons – Yes 

Yes-8, No-1.  Motion passed.  

 

The Chair, Vice Mayor McGovern recognized Councillors for closing comments.   

The Chair, Vice Mayor McGovern offered closing comments.   

 

The Chair, Vice Mayor McGovern recognized Councillor Toner who made a motion to adjourn.  

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Burhan Azeem – Yes 

Vice Mayor Marc C. McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Patricia Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Sumbul Siddiqui – Yes 

Councillor Jivan G. Sobrinho-Wheeler – Yes 

Councillor Paul F. Toner – Yes 

Councillor Ayesha M. Wilson – Yes 

Councillor Catherine Zusy - Yes 

Mayor E. Denise Simmons – Yes 

Yes-9. Motion passed.  

 

The Ordinance Committee adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 

Attached is a complete transcript of this meeting.   Also attached are key documents referenced during 

the meeting.  This communication and attachments  constitute the Ordinance Committee Report.   
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Attachments:  

A - Full Transcript of the Ordinance Committee Meeting held on January 16, 2025 

B - CDD Memo Relative to POR 2024 #163 and POR 2025 #1 

C - CDD Multifamily Housing Zoning Presentation 

D - Multifamily Housing Zoning Petition Part One – Mark up Version – Amendment by Substitution 

E - Multifamily Housing Zoning Petition Part Two – Mark up Version – Amendment by Substitution 

F - Councillor Azeem Amendment to Multifamily Zoning Petition Part One 

G - Multifamily Housing Zoning Petition Part One, As Amended, Clean Copy 

H - Multifamily Housing Zoning Petition Part Two, As Amended, Clean Copy  

I -  Written Communications Received from the Public       

 

Clerk’s Note:   The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and every City 

Council Committee meeting.   It can be viewed at this link: 

https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/939?view_id=1&redirect=true 

 

 

 

 

 A communication was received from Melissa Peters, Chief of Planning Strategy, transmitting a 

presentation related to Multifamily Housing Citywide. 

 A communication was received from Jeff Roberts, Director of Zoning and Development, transmitting 

a response to Policy Order 2024 #163 and Policy Order 2025 #1, regarding amendments to the 

Multifamily Housing Zoning Petitions. 

 A communication was received from Jeff Roberts, Director of Zoning and Development, transmitting 

revised language to the Multifamily Housing Zoning Petition Part One . 

 A communication was received from Jeff Roberts, Director of Zoning and Development, transmitting 

revised language to the Multifamily Housing Zoning Petition Part Two. 

 A communication was received from Jeff Roberts, Director of Zoning and Development, transmitting 

information related to proposed zoning residential height limits. 

 That the Council accept Multi Family Zoning Petition -Part 1, as presented in CMA 2024 #207, as a 

City Council Zoning Petition. CHARTER RIGHT EXERCISED BY COUNCILLOR NOLAN IN 

COUNCIL SEPTEMBER 23, 2024 

 That the Council accept Multi Family Zoning Petition - Part 2, as presented in CMA 2024 #207, as a 

City Council Zoning Petition.   CHARTER RIGHT EXERCISED BY COUNCILLOR NOLAN IN 

COUNCIL SEPTEMBER 23, 2024 

https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/939?view_id=1&redirect=true































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































