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January 23, 2025 
 
Re: Letter to Community Organizations Serving Immigrant Populations in Cambridge 

 

The Commission on Immigrant Rights and Citizenship (“CIRC”), on behalf of the City Council, 
City Manager’s Office, and City departments, is writing to reaffirm the City of Cambridge’s 
unwavering commitment to supporting and protecting our immigrant communities. Cambridge 
has long been a leader in advocating for the rights of immigrants, dating back to 1985, when the 
City declared itself a “Sanctuary City.”  
 
In 2020, the City Council further strengthened these protections by enacting the Welcoming 
Community Ordinance, Chapter 2.129 et. seq. of the Cambridge Municipal Code, which 
provides that the City of Cambridge will “treat all persons equally, enforce laws, and serve the 
public without consideration of immigration status.” The Ordinance further provides that City 
employees and Officials may not inquire about the immigration status of any victim, suspect, 
arrestee, 911 caller or other member of the public, except as otherwise required by law. The 
Ordinance also restricts collaboration with federal immigration authorities, and provides 
essential safeguards for residents and visitors, including students and workers. 
 
CIRC, established in 2016 by the Cambridge City Council, remains committed to providing 
accessible services, language support and legal resources, through a partnership with De Novo 
Center for Justice and Healing. Community members may continue to access City services 
without fear as we move forward into the next administration.  
 
CIRC, in coordination with other City departments, organizes trainings and fosters partnerships 
with community organizations to address the unique needs of our immigrant populations. Most 
recently, we have prioritized hosting Know Your Rights (“KYR”) trainings that are offered by 
experienced immigration attorneys from established immigrant rights organizations to empower 
residents with knowledge of their legal rights, changes in immigration law, and information 
about access to legal assistance. These trainings include the distribution of informational 
materials such as “Red Cards” in the seven predominant languages spoken in Cambridge. 
 
Officers from the Cambridge Police Department (“CPD”) often join KYR’s trainings to educate 
the Cambridge residents. A fundamental principle of CPD is ensuring that all community 



members feel comfortable seeking police assistance and protection, regardless of their 
immigration or documentation status. The enforcement of federal civil immigration laws is the 
responsibility of the federal government. As such, the Cambridge Police Department does not 
conduct immigration-related investigations and does not routinely inquire about the immigration 
status of individuals during regular police operations. 
 
The City continues its work to support language justice, which is the right to understand and be 
understood in the language in which a person is most comfortable. The Language Justice 
Division can provide interpretation for any City events. To request an interpreter, please contact 
the City: AccessHelp@CambridgeMA.gov.  
 
We invite your organization to assist us in sharing these resources and amplifying the reach of 
these efforts. We remain committed to ensuring that our immigrant communities feel safe, 
welcomed, and supported. 
 
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact CIRC at 
circ@cambridgema.gov or (617) 349-4396. 
 
Thank you for your dedication to this important work.  

 
Very truly yours, 

 
        
      ______________________________ 
      Carolina Almonte, Executive Director 
      Commission in Immigrant Rights and Citizenship  
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