
ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

COMMITTTEE MEETING 

~ MINUTES ~ 

 Wednesday, December 14, 2022 1:30 PM Sullivan Chamber 

                                                                                                                                                   795 Massachusetts Avenue 

                                                                                                                                                          Cambridge, MA 02139 

City of Cambridge Page 1   

 The Ordinance Committee will hold a public hearing on Citizens Zoning Petition from Suzanne P. 

Blier, et. al Harvard Square Zoning Petition Modification regarding Frontage of Financial 

Institutions – APP 2022 #46 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Burhan Azeem Remote    

Dennis J. Carlone Remote    

Alanna Mallon     

Marc C. McGovern     

Patricia Nolan     

E. Denise Simmons    1:50 PM 

Paul F. Toner    1:37 PM 

Quinton Zondervan Remote    

Sumbul Siddiqui Remote    

 

 

A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Ordinance Committee was held on 
Wednesday, December 14, 2022. The meeting was Called to Order at 1:30 p.m. by the Chair, 
Councillor Zondervan. Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2022 adopted by Massachusetts 
General Assembly and approved by the Governor, this public meeting was hybrid, allowing 
participation in person, in the Sullivan Chamber, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 795 Massachusetts 
Avenue, Cambridge, MA and by remote participation via Zoom.    

 

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Present/Remote 

Councillor Carlone – Present/Remote 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Present 

Councillor McGovern – Present 

Councillor Nolan – Present 

Councillor Simmons – Absent * 

Councillor Toner – Absent * 

Councillor Zondervan – Present/Remote 

Mayor Siddiqui – Present/Remote 

Present – 7, Absent – 4. Quorum established. 

*Councillor Simmons was marked present at 1:50 p.m. 

*Councillor Toner was marked present at 1:37 p.m. 
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The Chair, Councillor Zondervan noted that the call of the meeting was to hold a public 

hearing on Citizens Zoning Petition from Suzanne P. Blier, et. al Harvard Square Zoning 

Petition Modification regarding Frontage of Financial Institutions.  

 

Councillor Zondervan introduced the petitioner, Suzanne P. Blier, President of the 

Harvard Square Neighborhood Association, who was accompanied by Brad Bellows. The 

petitioner made a presentation, (Attachment A) titled, “Harvard Square Zoning Petition 

Amendment Planning Board meeting December 6, 2022”.   

 

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan opened public comment. 

 

Public Comment 

 

Heather Hoffman, 213 Hurley Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of the petition noting that 

it was the intent of the original ordinance passed.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillor Nolan who noted that it was clear that 

this amendment is meant to help the intent of the original zoning petition and appreciated the 

process that it went through to get where it is today.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillor Azeem who questioned if the City were 

to get rid of banks in Harvard Square would it increase the number of vacancies. He noted he 

would like to have more information from both the Harvard and Central Square Business 

Associations. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillor Toner who noted that he agreed with 

statements made from Councillor Nolan and Councillor Azeem, and that the City should do what 

is in the best interest of Harvard Square community overall.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillor McGovern who noted he would like to 

have the petition stay in Committee until more information is in front of the Committee from the 

Community Development Department due to the challenges Harvard Square faces.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillor Simmons who noted she was in full 

support of the petition and agreed it should stay in Committee until more information is 

provided. She also noted that the City should engage with the Harvard and Central Square 

Business Associations. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Mayor Siddiqui who noted that she agreed with 

other Councillors.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillor Carlone who commented that he was in 

support of the petition and the basic goals that it presents, noting that it was a good step forward 

for the entire city. 
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The Chair, Councillor Zondervan noted that he also agreed with the intent of the petition and 

suggested the possibility of adjusting the language to see the petition be applied city wide. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Suzanne Blier who answered questions and 

addressed comments made by Councillors.  

 

Jeff Roberts, CDD Director of Planning and Development for the Community Development 

Department (CDD), updated the Committee on the discussion that took place at the Planning 

Board meeting.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillor Simmons who asked about building 

occupancy and if stores renting space is a product of the person who owns the property. Jeff 

Roberts responded noting the Economic Development team would have a better understanding of 

the landlord and occupancy trends. Councillor Simmons noted that she would like to put forward 

a motion to get a sense of economic impact and trends over time with building occupancy.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillor Carlone who commented on rental 

spaces and fees.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillor Nolan who noted that she is interested 

in hearing from the CDD and Law Department on the matter.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Suzanne Blier who again responded to questions 

and comments made by Councillors.   

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan made a motion to extend the meeting by fifteen minutes. 

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes. 

Yes – 9, No – 0. Motion passed. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan made a motion that the petition be sent to CDD and Law 

Department to examine and make recommendations for amendments, as well as 

recommendations for how to regulate banks and financial institution throughout the city. 

There was discussion on the proposed motion with some Councillors raising concern that the 

second part of the motion to regulate banks and financial institutions throughout the City was 

outside the scope of the Citizen’s Petition.   

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan withdrew the motion and made a motion to send the 

proposed Citizens Petition regarding frontage in Harvard Square to CDD and the Law 
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Department to examine the petition and make any recommendations for amendments that 

are needed.   

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes. 

Yes – 9, No – 0. Motion passes. 

ORDERED: That the City Manager is hereby requested to direct the CDD and the Law 

Department to examine the Citizen’s Petition submitted by Dr. Suzanne Blier and make 

recommendations for any amendments that are needed.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan made a motion to extend the meeting by five minutes. 

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes. 

Yes – 9, No – 0. Motion passes. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillor Simmons who made a motion that 

the Assistant City Manager for Community Development be and hereby is requested to 

inform the Ordinance Committee on whether or not it is the case that the rate of rents 

being charged in the buildings located in the City squares is primarily driven by those who 

can pay the highest rent amounts. 

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes. 

Yes – 9, No – 0. Motion passes. 
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ORDERED: That the Assistant City Manager for Community Development be and hereby 

is requested to inform the Ordinance Committee on whether or not it is the case that the 

rate of rents being charged in the buildings located in the City squares is primarily driven 

by those who can pay the highest rent amounts. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan made a motion to adjourn.  

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes. 

Yes – 9, No – 0. Adjournment at 2:48p.m. 

 

Attachment A: Presentation made by the petitioner Suzanne Blier titled “Harvard Square Zoning 

Petition Amendment Planning Board meeting December 6, 2022”. 

Attachment B:  Written communication received during public comment.   

 

Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and 

every City Council Committee meeting.  This is a permanent record. The video for this meeting 

can be viewed at: 

https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/378?view_id=1&redirect=true&h=8aae0658ddc20

5be2e50efe52df0b995 

 

All meetings are “closed captioned”.  After each meeting the “closed captioned transcripts” are 

available online at: https://app.box.com/s/9qormcahynjt4pzpt1n5opixogl3q7k5    
Please note that there is no editing of these “closed captioned transcripts” and they do not 
constitute a verbatim transcript prepared by a certified transcriber. 

 A communication was received from Suzanne Preston Blier President, Harvard Square 

Neighborhood Association, regarding Harvard Square Zoning Petition Amendment Planning Board 

meeting December 6, 2022. 

 A communication was received from Jeffrey Roberts Director of Zoning and Development 

Community Development, regarding Blier, et al., Zoning Petition. 

 A Zoning Petition Has been received from Suzanne P. Blier, et. al Harvard Square Zoning Petition 

Modification regarding Frontage of Financial Institutions REFERRED TO ORDINANCE 

COMMITTEE AND PLANNING BOARD FOR HEARING AND REPORT IN CITY COUNCIL 

OCTOBER 17, 2022 
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https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/378?view_id=1&redirect=true&h=8aae0658ddc205be2e50efe52df0b995
https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/378?view_id=1&redirect=true&h=8aae0658ddc205be2e50efe52df0b995
https://app.box.com/s/9qormcahynjt4pzpt1n5opixogl3q7k5
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1

Perez, Lori

From: Patterson, Anita H <apatters@bu.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, December 14, 2022 11:07 AM
To: Azeem, Burhan; Carlone, Dennis; Mallon, Alanna; McGovern, Marc; Nolan, Patricia; Siddiqui, Sumbul; 

Simmons, Denise; Toner, Paul; Zondervan, Quinton; City Clerk
Subject: HSQ zoning petition amendment
Attachments: Patterson.pdf
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14	Hilliard	Street	
Cambridge,	MA	02138	

	
	
	
	
	
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
We strongly support the HSNA zoning petition amendment. We believe that limiting the 
ground floor façades of banks would allow for more local businesses, enliven the streets, 
make it less dark and more safe at night, and help to restore Harvard Square to being the 
visually interesting and vibrant scene it once was. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Anita Patterson 
Orlando Patterson 
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Perez, Lori

From: Blier, Suzanne <blier@fas.harvard.edu>
Sent: Saturday, December 10, 2022 11:06 AM
To: McGovern, Marc; Quinton Zondervan; Siddiqui, Sumbul; Azeem, Burhan; Carlone, Dennis; Mallon, 

Alanna; Toner, Paul; Nolan, Patricia; Simmons, Denise; Huang, Yi-An
Cc: Roberts, Jeffrey; City Clerk; Farooq, Iram; HSNA Steering Committee; Brad Bellows
Subject: Harvard Square Zoning Petition Amendment document for City Council Ordinance Committee 

Meeting.
Attachments: HSNA zoning petition - Planning Board 12.1.22 .pdf

Dear Ordinance Committee Chairs Marc McGovern and Quinton Zondervan, as well as Mayor Siddiqui, Cambridge City 
Councillors, and City Manager Yi‐An Huang, 
 
Attached is a PDF of the powerpoint HSNA will present at the upcoming Ordinance Committee meeting on the Harvard 
Square Zoning Petition Amendment. 
I have forwarded the powerpoint itself via We Transfer, also linked here: https://we.tl/t‐sYNqZpEX1O 
 
Brad Bellows and I will be presenting this zoning petition amendment in person. It would be helpful if we could advance 
the zoning petition powerpoint slides ourselves. I will bring my laptop with the hope to do so. 
 
Our proposed zoning amendment was supported unanimously by the Planning Board last week. I spoke with Jeff Roberts 
following the meeting to assure that my understanding of the Planning Board results and recommendations comported 
with what he had heard. 
 
I look forward to presenting this to you on December 14. 
 
Please let me know if there is anything else that I should be providing you with.  
 
Cordially, 
 
Suzanne Preston Blier 
President, Harvard Square Neighborhood Association 
 

Suzanne Preston Blier,  Allen Whitehill Clowes Professor of Fine Arts and of African and African American Studies 
Harvard University  485 Broadway, Cambridge Ma. 02138.  617 497‐1464 
(she/her/hers) 
  
Chair, Executive Committee of Delegates, American Council of Learned Societies 
Clerk, National Committee for the History of Art 
Chair, International Advisory Committee, WorldMap 
Member, American Academy of Arts and Sciences 
Member, Institute for Quantitative Social Science, Harvard University 
Member, Harvard Mellon Urban Initiative 
43rd President, College Art Association (founded 1911) 
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The Streets of Newtowne, A Story of Cambridge MA (Imagination and Wonder, June 2023); The History of African Art (Thames and Hudson, 2023); 
Recent books: Picasso's Demoiselles: The Untold Origins of a Modern Masterpiece (2019 Duke University Press. Winner 2020 Dedalus Foundation’s 
Robert Motherwell Book Award in the history and criticism of modern art; Selected “Best of 2020” by Art Forum. Art and Risk in Ancient Yoruba: Ife 
History, Power and Identity c.1300 (Cambridge University Press. Winner, 2016 Prose Prize in Art History and Criticism; Winner, 2016 Choice 
Outstanding Academic Title); The Image of the Black in African and Asian Art, with Henry Louis Gates Jr. and David Bindman (Harvard University 
Press. 2017); Art of Jazz: Form/Performance/Notes with David Bindman and Vera Grant (Harvard University Press 2017.Top 10 Art Books of 2017 
Crave magazine); Les asen: mémoires de fer forge dans l’art vodoun du Dahomey (2018. Geneva: Ides et Calende; Forthcoming: 1325: How Africa 
Made the Modern World (2023 Yale University Press). 
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