
JOINT MEETING OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD & LONG TERM 

PLANNING, PUBLIC FACILITIES, ARTS & CELEBRATION 

COMMITTEE AND THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

COMMITTEE 

 

COMMITTEE MEETING 

~ MINUTES ~ 

 Wednesday, December 7, 2022 1:00 PM Sullivan Chamber 

                                                                                                                                                   795 Massachusetts Avenue 

                                                                                                                                                          Cambridge, MA 02139 

City of Cambridge Page 1   

 There will be a joint meeting of the Economic Development and University Relations Committee 

and the Neighborhood & Long-Term Planning, Public Facilities, Arts & Celebrations Committee 

on December 7, 2022, at 1:00 p.m. This meeting is to review and discuss the attached zoning petition 

regarding lab use. 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Dennis J. Carlone     

Patricia Nolan Remote    

Quinton Zondervan Remote    

Marc C. McGovern     

Alanna Mallon     

Paul F. Toner     

Burhan Azeem     

 

 
A joint public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Neighborhood & Long-Term Planning, 
Public Facilities, Arts & Celebration and Economic Development Committees was held on 
Wednesday, December 7, 2022. The meeting was Called to Order at 1:00 p.m. by the Chair, 
Councillor Carlone.  Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2022 adopted by Massachusetts 
General Assembly and approved by the Governor, this public meeting was hybrid, allowing 
participation in person, in the Sullivan Chamber, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 795 Massachusetts 
Avenue, Cambridge, MA and by remote participation via Zoom. 
 

Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll. 

Councillor Toner – Present 

Councillor Azeem – Present 
Councillor Carlone – Present 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Present 
Councillor McGovern – Present 

Councillor Nolan – Present/Remote 
Councillor Zondervan – Present/Remote 

Present – 7 Absent – 0. Quorum established. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Toner gave opening remarks and noted that the focus of the meeting today 

was to review and discuss the attached zoning petition regarding lab use.  
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Iram Farooq, Assistant City Manager for Community Development Department (CDD) 

introduced her team which consisted of Daniel Messplay, Director of Zoning, and Pardis Saffari, 

Director of Economic Opportunity and Development, who gave an overview of their 

presentation titled “Zoning for Labs” (ATTACHMENT A).  

 

Daniel Messplay summarized where technical office and R&D are allowed and reviewed 

possible zoning concepts. They highlighted some key points that were heard at a March 17, 2022 

hearing, which included market dynamics, land use, and use definitions. They also reviewed how 

other communities define and zone lab use. 

Pardis Saffari reviewed lab uses and trends, both nationally and locally and what type of 

industries use lab space. 

Councillor Azeem began his presentation titled “Joint NLTP and Economic Development 

Meeting 12/7/22” (ATTACHMENT B) by introducing Mariana Matus, CEO and Co-Founder of 

Biobot Analytics. Mariana gave an overview of their company and the type of work being done 

in their lab, which is to focus on wastewater epidemiology. She noted that Biobot Analytics is a 

global leader in wastewater intelligence and analyze sewage to monitor the health and wellness 

of people. 

Councillor Azeem gave an overview of his presentation on the type of different labs located in 

Central Square, which included mechanical development labs, electrical/mechanical labs, and 

computer science labs. After the summary of different labs, Councillor Azeem introduced Billy 

Moses, a PhD student at MIT from a lab that studies computer sciences and AI and spoke on the 

positive working being done and the importance of lab space. 

Jason Alves, Executive Director of East Cambridge Business Association, spoke on lab spaces 

and how business owners are bringing smaller labs to Cambridge to be a part of the local 

economy. He noted concerns regarding large developments and who would be occupying the 

first-floor commercial spaces. 

Michael Grill from Fairlane Properties spoke on the tech and lab tenants at his property on 1035 

Cambridge Street and noted that many tenants look to come to his property because of rent, and 

that 1035 Cambridge Street has played a big role in helping startup companies. He also had some 

clarifying questions regarding the future of his space and the proposed amendment. 

Sharmil Modi from The East Cambridge Company spoke on Bio Safety and the work being 

conducted at his lab space at 271 Cambridge Street. He noted the importance of having lab space 

in Cambridge. 

Councillor Toner recognized Councillor Zondervan who gave a presentation titled “Regulating 

New Lab Growth Through Zoning” (ATTACHMENT C). Councillor Zondervan gave an 

overview of the presentation which included balancing new lab development in Cambridge, 

noting that there should be a clear definition to separate labs from office. He offered proposed 

language to potentially be used in regard to lab growth. 

Councillor Toner recognized David Kale, Assistant City Manager for Fiscal Affairs, who was 

joined by Gayle Willet, Assessing Director, and Andrew Johnson, Deputy Director for the 

Assessor’s Office, who would be giving a presentation titled “Lab Discussion” (ATTACHMENT 

D). 

 

Gayle Willet gave an overview of the presentation which reviewed topics such as assessed values 

by class, FY23 taxes by property class, how to define commercial and industrial classes and their 

parcel counts and values, FY23 industrial new growth, and lab and office trends. She noted that 

7.2

Packet Pg. 550

M
in

u
te

s 
A

cc
ep

ta
n

ce
: 

M
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
D

ec
 7

, 2
02

2 
1:

00
 P

M
  (

C
o

m
m

it
te

e 
R

ep
o

rt
s)



Minutes Neighborhood & Long Term Planning, Public Facilities, Arts & Celebration CommitteeDecember 7, 2022 

City of Cambridge Page 3   

the area of most concern would be considered class B, smaller scale office buildings. She also 

noted that it is important for the City to take into consideration a post covid work space when 

thinking about lab space. 

 

Iram Farooq noted that the City should think about the definition of technical office and the 

range of options for research and labs there is to offer and what should the City limit and allow 

when it comes to zoning and lab use.  

 

Councillor Carlone suggested the Economic Development and Neighborhood and Long-Term 

Planning, Public Facilities, Arts and Celebrations Committees work together with the Assessing 

Department to get statistics on the percentage of labs in Cambridge and what is the balance of 

uses. 

 

Councillor Zondervan had a clarifying question for Iram Farooq regarding residential areas, 

housing, and business districts, to which she responded. 

The Chair, Councillor Toner opened Public Comment. 

Public Comment 

Ron Creamer, 501 Cambridge Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke against lab bans. 

Brett Levy, 613 Cambridge Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke against the proposed lab ban. 

Lee Farris, 269 Norfolk Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on the lab regulation petition and the 

affects on housing. 

Donald Grossman, 179 Sidney Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in opposition of the zoning 

petition regarding lab use. 

Suzanne Blier, 5 Fuller Place, Cambridge, MA, spoke against a full lab ban. 

Ilan Levy, 148 Spring Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on 1. 

Sarah Gallop, 77 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA, had questions regarding the proposed 

lab ban. 

Beth O’Neil Maloney, 510 Kendall Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke about the negative affects of a 

lab ban. 

Heather Hoffman, 213 Hurley Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on labs and the affect they have on 

residents. 

Patrick Barrett, 41 Pleasant Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke against lab ban. 

Tim Fitzgerald, spoke on the proposed lab ban and to have it be defined further.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Toner recognized Councillor Carlone who made a motion to extend 

the meeting by twenty minutes. 

Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll. 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Azzem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Yes – 7, No – 0. Motion passes. 
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Councillor Azeem spoke on the language in the petition about limiting lab bans. 

 

Councillor Nolan had clarifying questions about information brought up in a presentation. Iram 

Farooq was able to provide answers. Councillor Nolan also noted concerns regarding height, 

noise, and different kind of hours. 

 

Councillor Carlone commented on land use, housing, and development.  

 

Vice Mayor Mallon noted that the Council has a responsibility to look at the whole picture, and 

to take in consideration what residents are saying. The Vice Mayor also had some clarifying 

questions about the language and if guests present at today’s meeting would be affected. Michael 

Grill and Sharmil Modi both responded respectively.  

 

Councillor McGovern suggested Chairs from different Committees come together to discuss the 

language. He spoke on labs, affordable housing, and the financial stability of the City, and noted 

how profit that comes from labs is beneficial to help Cambridge residents. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Toner recognized Vice Mayor Mallon who made a motion to extend 

the meeting by ten minutes. 

Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll. 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Azzem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Yes – 7, No – 0. Motion passes. 

 

Councillor Zondervan clarified some comments that were made during the meeting and noted 

that it is important to meet again to understand more of the technical zoning details involved. He 

also had a clarifying question for the Finance Department. Gayle Willet and David Kale were 

able to provide answers. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Toner recognized Councillor Carlone who made a motion to extend 

the meeting by five minutes. 

Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll. 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Azzem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Yes – 7, No – 0. Motion passes. 
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Councillor Toner gave closing remarks by noting the ordinance should be discussed further to 

give more time to have conversations about issues being brought forward today. He noted that if 

the Council is going forward with more conversations, it should be about regulating nuances and 

figuring out how the City can actually harness the innovation industry in Cambridge. 

 

Councillor Carlone noted that it was a very productive meeting, and that members heard about 

many issues related to this subject. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Toner recognized Councillor Azeem who made a motion to recess. 

Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll. 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Azzem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – No 

Yes – 6, No – 1. Meeting recessed at 3:36p.m. 

 

Attachment A: Zoning for Labs 

Attachment B: Joint NLTP and Economic Development Meeting 

Attachment C: Regulating New Lab Growth Through Zoning 

Attachment D: Lab Discussion 

 

The City Clerk’s Office received six written Communications, Attachments E-J 

 

Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and 

every City Council Committee meeting.  This is a permanent record. The video for this meeting 

can be viewed at:  
Dec 7, 2022 1:00 PM - Neighborhood & Long Term Planning, Public Facilities, Arts & 

Celebration Committee - Committee Meeting (granicus.com) 

 

All meetings are “closed captioned”.  After each meeting the “closed captioned transcripts” are 

available online at: https://app.box.com/s/9qormcahynjt4pzpt1n5opixogl3q7k5    
Please note that there is no editing of these “closed captioned transcripts” and they do not 
constitute a verbatim transcript prepared by a certified transcriber. 

 

A communication was received from Assistant City Manager / Community Development City of 

Cambridge Iram Farooq, transmitting a presentation regarding Zoning for Labs. 

 A communication was received from Assessors Director Gayle Willet, transmitting a presentation 

regarding Lab Discussion. 
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